
HOPE !! 
Revelation 22 

 

 As the book of the Revelation to John draws to an end, we need to remember what happened in the 

past. In the book of Genesis, we are introduced to two trees. One is called the “tree of life” and the other is 

the tree “of the knowledge of Good and evil” (Gen 2:9). “The LORD God commanded the man, saying, 

‘From any tree of the garden you may eat freely; but from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you 

shall not eat, for in the day that you eat from it you will surely die.’”(Gen 2:16-17) Sadly, neither Adam or 

his wife listened to the warning. They ate causing sin and death to become an integral part of life. Because of 

this “…the Lord God said, ‘Behold, the man has become like one of Us, knowing good and evil; and now, he 

might stretch out his hand, and take also from the tree of life, and eat, and live forever’ therefore the Lord 

God sent him out from the garden of Eden He stationed the cherubim and the flaming sword which turned 

every direction to guard the way to the tree of life.” (Gen 3:22-24) From that time on, mankind has never 

seen or had access to the tree of life. 

  John, still guided by an angel, sees a crystal clear “river of the water of life” “coming from the throne 

of God and of the Lamb.” In Ezekiel 47 the waters flow out of the temple, here they flow from God’s throne. 

In the previous chapter, the Lord told John, “It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the 

end. I will give to the one who thirsts from the spring of the water of life without cost”. John now seas the 

promised water of life flowing from its source “in the middle of the street”.  Since “there is no longer any 

sea” (21:1), is this description metaphorical describing symbolically something which is beyond our current 

comprehension. Or it is allegorical using symbols and generalizations about human experience to explain 

what he sees? Some commentators think this water is not water as we know it but a symbol of eternal life; 

others believe it will be like the water in the original Garden of Eden which provided life giving water to 

everything and everyone in the garden. “On either side of the river was the tree of life”. In Genesis, the tree 

of life is in the middle of the Garden of Eden, now it’s on both sides of the river. The same issues that 

surround the “water of life” also surround the “tree of life”. Some believe it will be like an old oak tree 

possessing sprawling roots and multiple tree trunk; others believe it will be more than one tree; or part of an 

orchard much like the original garden where God told Adam and Eve to eat of their fruit. This tree will bear 

twelve different kinds of fruit. Each month a different fruit a different fruit will appear and even the leaves of 

the tree appear to be medicinal. The Greek word translated “healing” is therapeía (θεραπεία) which means to 

heal, serve. When we see this word, our minds naturally go to the healing of diseases or the prevention of 

death or the restoration of that which is damaged. Since believers have been raised imperishable in an 

amazing moment of transformation, we will not need healing. The healing is not for individuals but the 

“leaves were for the healing of nations”.  Why is in necessary? What will they do? And will we eat the 

leaves? Who knows?  

 As the Revelation to John concludes, we are given hope knowing “there will be no longer any curse; 

and the throne of God and the Lamb will be in it and His bondservants will serve Him"! We will see God 

face to face, His name will be on our foreheads and life will be unlike anything we have ever or ever will 

experience. When the words of this chapter are fulfilled, the splendor of the Garden of Eden will be restored; 

the earth and all creation will be restored; mankind will be restored and enjoy life in the presence of God 

forever; and access to the tree of life, once denied for our protection, will be restored. Everything we see and 

experience will surely exceed our wildest imagination. The curses and consequences levied on everything 

when man fell will be removed. What a glorious day that will be. When John heard and saw these things, he 

fell down to worship “at the feet of the angel who showed” him these things. However, the angel quickly 

tells John, “Do not do that. I am a fellow servant of yours and of your brethren the prophets and of those who 

heed the words of this book. Worship God.” Just as the Lord told Mosses “You shall not add to the word 

which I am commanding you, nor take away from it, that you may keep the commandments of the LORD 

your God which I command you”. (Deut. 4:2) Jesus tells John, “I testify to everyone who hears the words of 

the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to them, God will add to him the plagues which are written in this 

book; and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God will take away his part 

from the tree of life and from the holy city, which are written in this book”. John has seen and recorded  

amazing and unimaginable events, calamities and restoration so as we see them happen, we can have hope.  



1. What is John shown in the opening two verses of this chapter? Where is the water coming from and 

is it water as we know it? What is on either side of the river? Is it the tree described in Genesis 2 and 3? 

Explain your answer. What does the tree produce and why would the leaves be needed for the healing 

of the nations? How is life described in verses 3-5 and how different will it be from what we experience 

now? (1-5) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. How are verse 6 says chapter 1 verse 1 similar? What is their message and why is it important? 

What words are we supposed to heed? Why?  Why does John say, “I, John, am the one who heard and 

saw these things”? What did John do that caused the angel to say no? Is this significant? Why or why 

not? (6-9) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Why is John told not to seal up the words of the prophecy of this book? How would you explain verse 

11? How does verse 12 compare to Mark 13:33-37?   (10-13) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Who are those “who wash their robed” and what are they washed by? What privileges or blessings 

are given to those possessing washed robes? Who will be excluded? Why? Where are those who are 

excluded? What does Jesus tell John in verses 16 and 17? How does He identify himself and what does 

He tell “anyone who hears” to do? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Who is testifying in verse 18? What does He say about the “words of prophecy”? Why? Does it apply 

to the whole Bible and is this warning anywhere else in the text? (see Deuteronomy 4:2; 12:32; Proverbs 

30:5-6) What judgement will be given to those who violate this warning? What do we learn from the 

closing verses of this book? 

 

 


