
Destruction of the Great Harlot 
Revelation 17 

 

 On November 18, 1978, in Guyana, South America, in a commune called “The People’s Temple”, over 

900 people died in a mass suicide. It was the largest single loss of U.S. civilian lives in a non-natural disaster 

before the September 11, 2001 attacks on the twin towers in New York. Jim Jones, the cult’s leader told his 

followers, “"Be patient. Death is, I tell you, I don't care how many screams you hear. I don't care how many 

anguished cries, death is a million times preferable to spending more days in this life. If you knew what was 

ahead of you — if you knew what was ahead of you, you'd be glad to be stepping over tonight." Then his 

followers were given cyanide laced punch. This is where the statement, “Don’t drink the Kool aide” 

originated. Obviously, there is more to the story, and you can investigate the additional facts on your own, 

but what Jim Jones was able to do on a microscopic scale, Satan will accomplish on a global scale.  

 Both chapters 17 and 18 of revelation deal with the judgment of Babylon. John witnessed the seven 

bowls of God’s wrath being poured out on the earth when one of the seven angels told him to “come here”. 

The angel wanted to show John two things. First, he will show John the judgment of the great harlot, “come 

here, I shall show you the judgment of the harlot of the great harlot who sits on many waters”. Secondly, he 

will tell John of the “mystery of the woman and the beast that carries her”. 

 The first purpose of the angel’s interface with John is to explain “the judgment of the great harlot” who 

is described as sitting on “many waters”. The angel tells him in verse 15, “The waters which you saw where 

the harlot sits, are peoples and multitudes and nations and tongues”. John is carried away “in the Spirt” into a 

wilderness where he sees the unholy duo of destruction, “the woman sitting on a scarlet beast”. The harlot 

represents the false religion that had overtaken the world and the beast, Satan, the deceptive power behind 

her. Just as the harlot lures victims to their destruction in Proverbs 6, this harlot will influence the whole 

world. She will have power, authority and dominate all unredeemed “people, and multitudes and nations, and 

tongues”. World leaders will be obsessed with her, following wherever she leads, carrying out her 

commands, and persecuting all will not bow to her influence. This harlot is “clothed in purple and scarlet, 

and adorned with gold and precious stones and pearls, having in her hand a gold cup full of abominations of 

the unclean things of her immorality, and on her forehead a name was written, a mystery, “BABYLON THE 

GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.” The colors 

of her clothes reflect royalty, wealth, and prosperity. Her jewelry is not only attractive but indicative of her 

success. Like many women of the night, she was drunk but her drunkenness was not caused by alcohol but 

“the blood of the saints and with the blood of the witnesses of Jesus”. As John watched the harlot, he had to 

be shocked or caught off guard by the horrendous things he was observing. The text says “I (John) wondered 

greatly.” 
 Seeing John in this condition, the angel asks him. “Why do you wonder?” and proceeds to explain the 

mystery of the woman and the beast that carries her. In chapter 13, John had seen how the whole world was 

going to worship the Antichrist, here he is about to “come out of the abyss and go to judgment” along with 

everyone “whose name is not in the book of life from the foundation of the world”. Much like the incline 

your ear statements in Proverbs, designed to tell the reader to pay attention, the angel tells John, “here is the 

mind which has wisdom”. What follows is a description of all the forces that will give their power to Satan to 

wage war with the Lamb. The King of kings and Lord of lords, along with the chosen and faithful will 

overcome all the forces gathered against them. Jesus Christ will crush the greatest force gathered in one 

place in the history of the world. John will further describe this battle in chapter 19 but here only says “the 

Lamb will overcome them”.  

 The harlot will become a burden to Satan. The establishment of the false religion, which will enable 

him to gain control of the world, will no longer be of use to him. He will turn on her, hate her “and make her 

desolate and naked, and will eat her flesh and burn her up with fire.” Why? “For God has put it in their hearts 

to execute His purpose by having a common purpose, and by giving their kingdom to the beast, until the 

words of God will be fulfilled”. 

 In days filled with uncertainty, we should be comforted knowing God was, is and will always carry out 

His perfect plan and nothing can thwart His purposes. One day, church and state will be inseparably 

connected and destroyed by one act of divine judgment when “the words of God are fulfilled” completely.  



1. Who spoke to John and what did he have to say? What was he going to show John and how does he 

describe “the great harlot? How did she influence the kings of the earth? How did she influence those 

who dwell on the earth? (1-2) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Where was John taken and what did he see? Who is the woman? What is she sitting on? As you read 

the beast’s description, who is it? Is there any significance attached to her clothing and jewlery? If so, 

what is it?  What is written on her forehead? Why? How would you explain verse 6?  (3-6) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           

3. What happened when John saw her and what did the angel ask him? Why? (7-8) Who is the woman, 

who is the beast and how are they described? What is the angel saying in verse 8? Explain your answer. 

Why will they wonder when they see the beast? (7-8) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.   How would you explain the opening statement in verse 9 (Here is the mind which has wisdom)?  Who 

are the seven kings and how are they described? Explain your answer.  What do the ten horns represent? 

What do we learn about who they are, their authority and the duration of their rule? Explain verse 13.                                                                                                                                                                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Who will “wage war against the Lamb”? Why will the Lamb “overcome them”? What is John 

witnessing and explaining in verse 16. Who are the ten horns and the beast going to hate? Why? What 

did God “put into their hearts”? Who is the woman John saw? (14-18) 

 

 


