
The Wrath of God 
Revelation 16 

 

 So far, John witnessed several catastrophic events, difficult to explain, levied on creation and man. 

Within each, we can see God’s grace and deliverance for those whose name is written in the Lamb’s book of 

life and devastating judgment on those who are not. The earth has been decimated, many have been 

tormented and some died while others have been redeemed. Now, the seven angels, “who had seven plagues, 

which are the last, because in them the wrath of God is finished”; who received seven golden bowls full of 

“the wrath of God, how lives forever and ever” are about be poured “into the earth”.  

 But before we get into what happens when God’s wrath is poured out and “a loud voice” comes “out of 

the temple, from the throne, saying it is done.” Let’s take some time to look at other scriptures about the 

wrath of God. We will start in Romans 1:18, “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all 

ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth”. God will punish 

the unrighteous, and perfectly judge sinners. Here, we see God, “giving them over” as an act of judgment. In 

John 3:36 we read, “Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son shall not 

see life, but the wrath of God remains on him.” Belief in Christ brings salvation; those who do not believe or 

obey, will experience God’s wrath. We see this type of judgment in Romans 12:19 where we are told not to 

avenge ourselves “but leave to the wrath of God”. Ezekiel 25:17 says, “I will execute great vengeance on 

them with wrathful rebukes. Then they will know I am the Lord, when I lay my vengeance upon them.”  We 

could go to Nahum 1:2-6; Romans 2:5; 1 Thessalonians 1:1; Jeremiah 25:15 or one hundred other scriptures 

in which the “wrath of God” is presented. One thing should be crystal clear, the wrath of God is coming! As 

we read these verses, we tend to attach our emotions and perspectives to the text. We need to remember, 

God’s wrath against sinners is nothing more than giving them what they deserve. J.I. Packer wrote,  “God’s 

wrath in the Bible is never the capricious, self-indulgent, irritable, morally ignoble thing that human anger so 

often is. It is, instead, a right and necessary reaction to objective moral evil” (Knowing God. 151).  

 The wait is over. God commands his wrath to be poured out into the earth. As each of the seven angels 

pour out their bowls, something unique happens. The first results in “loathsome and malignant sore” sores 

the people. These painful, puss ridden, and festering sores will be incurable. The second bowl is poured into 

the sea. It turns to dead man’s blood and every living thing in the sea dies. The third bowl is poured into the 

rivers and spring waters, and they are also turned into blood. The next angel pours his bowl “upon the sun” 

resulting in a scorching heat which burns men. Even though men were suffering because of the “fierce heat”,  

“…they blasphemed the name of God, who has the power over these plagues; and they did not repent so as to 

give Him glory.” The fifth angel pours out his bowl, “on the throne of the beast and his kingdom” resulting 

in darkness. Riddled with incurable sores, every living thing in the sea is dead, all the drinking water has 

turned into blood, left in utter darkness, what do they do? “…they blaspheme the God of heaven”. The sixth 

angel’s bowl dries up the Euphrates river to make way for the kings of the east.  

 Between the sixth and seventh bowl, there is an interlude. The dragon, the beast and the false prophet 

expel from their mouths three unclean spirits. These demons will “perform signs and gather the kings of the 

whole world together for the war of the great day of God the Almighty”. Once gathered in Palestine in “Har-

Magedon” (Armageddon), a literal war to end all wars will commence. Napoleon Bonaparte once visited and 

stood in the valley of Megiddo and said, “All the armies of the world could maneuver their forces on this 

vast plain”. The prophet Joel said this of that day, “Let the nations stir themselves up and come up to the 

Valley of Jehoshaphat; for there I will sit to judge all the surrounding nations. Put in the sickle, for the 

harvest is ripe. Go in, tread, for the winepress is full. The vats overflow, for their evil is great”.  

 Then, the seventh bowl will be “poured out upon the air and a loud voice came out of the temple from 

the throne saying, ‘It is done.’” A great thunderstorm can be seen as “flashes of lightning an sounds and 

peals of thunder are seen and heard.  An earthquake, “such as there had not been since man came to be upon 

the earth” occurs and the great city is split into three parts”.  Mountains vanish, islands are no longer found. 

It sounds like the topography of the earth is changed to its preflood form.  Hailstones weighing “about one 

hundred pounds each” fall from heaven upon men whorefuse to repent and blaspheme God because of the 

severity of the seven plagues. Did you notice, amid all devastation, John records there is a reminder from the 

lips of Jesus, “Behold, I am coming like a thief. Blessed is the one who stays awake” is clothed and ready. 



1. Who commands the bowls of the wrath of God to be poured out? Where is He? What happens wnen 

the first angel pours his bowl on the earth? Look up the Greek words for “loathsome and malignant 

sore”. What did you learn about the type of sores? Who were affected? Why? When the second angel  

pours out his bowl, how are the contents described and what happens when it is poured out? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.Where does the third angel pour out his bowl? What happens to the springs of water? How is the blood 

described  and why did “they deserve it? How are God’s judgments described? What happens when the 

fourth angel pours out his bowl? How does it impact the sun and the earth? What happens to man 

because of it and how do they respond? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Where does the fifth angel pour out his bowl? What happens there and what will life be like upon the 

earth when this bowl is poured out? What happens when the sixth angel pours out his bowl? What does 

this set up? Why are “the kings coming from the east”? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. What did John see “ coming out of the mouth” of the unholy trinity (dragon, beast and false prophet)? 

What are they and what is their purpose? What kind of power do they have and how will they use that 

power? Describe in your own words verse 15. Where will they gather? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.  What happens when the seventh angel pours ut his bowl? What is effected and what is heard coming 

from the throne in the temple? How would you describe, “it is done” and what does it mean? What 

happens to the city? How are the earthquake and hail described? How did men respond? Why? 

 


