
The Strong Angel and Little Book 
Revelation 10 

 

 Just as there was an intermission between the sixth and seventh seal being broken to permit marking of 

the remnant of Israel and the multitude worshiping God in chapter 7, we now have another interlude between 

the sounding of the sixth and seventh trumpet. This time John sees another strong angel and after describing 

the angel’s appearance, John tells us the angel had an open “little book” in his hand. Because of the imagery 

contained in John’s description, some surmise the angel is Jesus Christ but consider this: John does not 

worship this angel; the Greek word for another (allon) means “another of the same kind” and there is no 

other same kind when it comes to Jesus Christ who is the Lord of all; nor would Jesus have to raise His hand 

and swear by “him who lives forever, and created all things”. So, who is he? Another strong angel! 

 The next question would be, what small book is the strong angel holding? Its amazing how many 

different ideas surround this little book. Historicist believe the angel is Christ and the little book is the Bible. 

The Preterists think it is the same book whose seals needed to be broken from chapter 5; or possibly the book 

of Revelation: or a little book of prophecy separate from the book in chapter 5 containing additional 

information about the judgments to come. Futurist suspect it is a message for the believing church and is 

whose content may be found in chapter 11: 1-13 or representative of the Old Testament prophecies related to 

Israel and the great tribulation or possibly the title deed to the earth. The Spiritualist would tell us not to 

stress over the size of the book and would affirm its contents are prophecies of worldwide significance. What 

do I know? It was a little book, in the possession of a strong angel, who cried out and “seven peals of thunder 

uttered their voices.” 

 Even though the voice is unidentified, his message is quite clear. John hears what the seven peals of 

thunder say and as he was about to write it down, the voice commands him to “seal up the things which the 

seven peals of thunder have spoken and do not write them”. Scripture does not tell us why John is not 

permitted to write down the information communicated to him by the peals of thunder.  Maybe it contained 

additional details about upcoming events that God wanted to keep hidden. But one thing is certain, if God 

wanted it known, He would not have forbidden John from recording what was said. (Deut 29:29) 

 After this, the strong angel, who was standing on the sea and the land, raises his right hand to heaven 

and swears, “by Him who lives forever and ever, WHO CREATED HEAVEN AND THE THINGS IN IT, 

AND THE EARTH AND THE THINGS IN IT, AND THE SEA AND THE THINGS IN IT, that there will 

be delay no longer, but in the days of the voice of the seventh angel, when he is about to sound, then the 

mystery of God is finished, as He preached to His servants the prophets”. The Greek word for “heaven” is  

ouranós (οὐρανός) meaning heaven, sky, air. It is also used for that heaven in which God’s resides. This vow 

affirms before God, that what is about to be said is the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth. Sound 

familiar? What oath is the angel taking? He says that there will be no further delays, the mystery of God is 

finished, as he preached to His servants the prophets. John MacArthur says this in his commentary on 

Revelation, “Mysteries hidden in the past that the New Testament reveals include the “mysteries of the 

kingdom” (Matt. 13:11), the mystery of Israel’s blindness (Rom. 11:25), the mystery of the Rapture (1 Cor. 

15:51), the “mystery of lawlessness” (2 Thess. 2:7), the “mystery of Christ” (Eph. 3:4) and of “Christ and the 

church” (Eph. 5:32), the mystery of Christ in the believer (Col. 1:26–27), and the mystery of the Incarnation 

(1 Tim. 3:16). Paul saw himself as a “steward” or guardian and dispenser of these great mysteries (1 Cor. 

4:1), to “bring to light” these mysteries “which for ages [have] been hidden in God” (Eph. 3:9).” Ezekiel, 

Jeremiah, Daniel, Joel, Amos and Zechariah wrote about the events contained in the Revelation to John and 

the mystery surrounding them is about to be eliminated as each element is completed, perfectly.  

 The “voice” then tells John to take the open book from the angel’s hand. Once again, John becomes a 

active participant as he goes to the angel, tells the angel to give him the book. Before the angel gives John 

the book, he tells him, “Take it and eat it; it will make your stomach bitter, but in your mouth, it will be 

sweet as honey.” John then takes the little book out of the angel’s hand and eats it. In his mouth the scroll 

was sweet but it caused his stomach to be bitter just as the angel said.  

 As the chapter closes, John is commissioned to “prophesy again concerning many peoples and nations 

and tongues and kings.” Remember, John is in prison, with limited access to the outside world, so, he did 

fulfill the commission to prophesy again? When? Throughout the ages, after all, we are currently studying it. 



1. What does John see in the opening verse of Chapter 10? Where is he coming from” What is he clothed 

with? What is on his head and how is his appearance described? What is in his hand? (1-2a)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.how was the strong angel standing? What did he do and what did his voice sound like? Who or what 

responded and what did they do? What did they say? What was John told to do and who told him to do 

it? (2b-4) 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What happened after John was told not to write down the messages from the seven peals of thunder? 

What did the angel do? Who did he swear by and is this a violation of Matthew 5:34-35? Why or Why 

not? What did he say and what is about to happen? What mysteries of God will be revealed? (5-7) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. What does the “voice from heaven” tell John to take? Why? What did the angel holding the book tell 

John to do? What will happen when John obeys the commands of the angel holding the book? What 

was John told to do “again? Why? How could he accomplish the task? (8-11) 

 

 

 

 

 


