
Almost there, but not quite yet… 

These are indeed unique and challenging times in which we live. God in his sovereign will 
has chosen for you and I to be part of this pandemic here at this point in history. He certainly is 
giving us opportunities to stretch our faith in new ways.  As the crisis appears to be declining, 
many of us are anxious to return to “normal.” All of us, I hope, miss gathering together as a 
church family and corporately worshipping our great God and king.  So many questions being 
asked no, When is it possible for us to gather again? Are churches being targeted and are our 
first amendment rights being violated? When does the church violate the government’s order to 
not meet and defiantly resist?  Do we engage in civil disobedience?  There are lots of feelings 
and opinions, but our ultimate concern is to discern what God would have us do. What principles 
of scripture do we turn to in order to discern what the right thing to do is in this situation? 

After President Trump’s recent call for churches to be allowed to meet again, this has 
stirred up many emotions. Does he have authority to mandate it? Or does the governor of our 
state have the authority to make that decision?  Since its not a law, do we have to follow it? And 
when and how does a pandemic end? Who decides?  We are dealing with a myriad of questions 
and opinions. 

          The elders have been discussing and praying about this matter in order that we might         
respond and act in a God-honoring way.  Someone I was reading this week had this insight…  

Here’s why it’s a difficult topic from a biblical perspective: both the government and our churches 
have a legitimate biblical claim on the territory of gatherings. You might call it jurisdictional  
overlap. 

Governments possess authority, if for no other reason, then to preserve human life (see Gen. 9:5–
6). They are obligated by God to do so. If temporarily banning all gatherings of a certain size ac-
complishes that end, they should. 

At the same time, churches possess a right to gather, arguably as a property of a natural right to 
freely assemble, certainly as the religious right to assemble. Our vertical obligation to worship 
God as churches creates that horizontal right with respect to other people and our governments. 

 

The area is definitely gray.  We do know that Christians are called to be good citizens, obeying 
the laws of the land as long as they don’t conflict with God’s laws.  



Romans 13:1-2    Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no au-
thority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been estab-
lished by God. 2 Consequently, whoever rebels against the authority is rebelling against 
what God has instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves.  

 

One author writes,   

Even under the reign of a ruthless and godless emperor, Nero, Paul, here is writing under the 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit, and tells his readers to be in subjection to the government. 
Moreover, he states that no authority exists other than that established by God, and that 
rulers are serving God in their political office. Churches must respect and honor governmen-
tal authority because it sets a God-honoring precedent for the world to witness.  

 

The Apostle Peter says,  

1 Peter 2:13-14 13Submit yourselves for the LORD's sake to every human authority: whether 
to the emperor, as the supreme authority, 14or to governors, who are sent by him to punish 
those who do wrong and to commend those who do right. 

 
Churches should set a peaceful example by obeying government regulations and maintain-
ing unity whenever possible.  

 
There ARE many times in scripture where we find people defying the government.  

In the Old Testament,  

the Hebrew midwives refused to follow through on Pharaoh’s orders to kill all the male 
children they deliver (Exodus 1:15-17).  

Daniel refuses to pray to the king and is thrown into the lion’s den for his disobedience 
(Daniel 6).  

The three Israelite servants will not bow to Nebuchadnezzar’s golden statue and are cast 
into the fiery furnace as a result (Daniel 3). 

In the New Testament,  

The disciples on more than one occasion are told to stop preaching the Word of God and 
are jailed and beaten as punishment (Acts 4-5). They reject the orders of silence on the 
grounds that they ought to obey God rather than mere men and continue their public min-
istry anyways. 

 

 

http://www.biblica.com/en-us/bible/online-bible/niv/1-peter/2/


All of these “rebellions” were in direct violation of a particular law of God or specific  person-
al command from Him.   At this point, we have not experienced a forced rejection or violation 
of our faith. We simply have been asked to not meet in the building at 4100 Old Clifton, and in 
homes for that matter, in order to keep people safe. This is reasonable.  In fact, it’s a way to 
fulfill the scripture to love our neighbor.  

The debate comes in obviously if it is reasonable or not. In an article by John Leeman, the edi-
torial director of 9Marks, he argues that a totalitarian state which completely banishes the 
freedom of assembly probably doesn’t have such a reasonable argument. One ground for civil 
disobedience, then, would be when it’s overwhelmingly obvious to good sense and reason 
that the government has no legitimate basis for banning gatherings. To be sure, determining 
what’s a reasonable argument or a legitimate basis requires case-by-case judgments, and 
Christians might disagree. Stopping a pandemic which has killed more than 100,000 U.S. citi-
zens within 3 months seems pretty reasonable.  The governor is tasked with keeping our state 
safe. Perhaps we haven’t quite arrived at the “overwhelmingly obvious stage.” However, we 
might be close.  

 

Leeman makes the argument, that we may consider civil disobedience if the government sin-
gles out religious groups. If it allows sporting events and concerts and political conventions to 
meet, then it should not forbid churches from meeting.  We are not there yet as other activi-
ties are being prohibited from opening as well.  We should then exhaust all ordinary means of 
legal recourse before contemplating disobedience. 

 
There is certainly a time where we must take a stand.  Our ultimate loyalty must be to God, 
not “Caesar.”  In the book of Acts, the Apostles Peter and John illustrate this when they were 
commanded to be silent and cease witnessing to Jesus crucified and resurrected for the sins 
of the world. When threatened in order to “cease and desist for preaching the gospel, the 
apostle replied, “As for us we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and 
heard” (Acts 4:20) and said, “We ought to obey God rather than men” (Acts 5:29). 

 

The question is, does that example apply in this particular instance? I don’t think so, yet. The 
reason for banning assemblies has not been ideological or theological. It has been seeking to 
protect all citizens from serious physical harm. We are still allowed to proclaim Christ to eve-
ryone we meet, we are allowed to broadcast the message on social media and through our 
services online.  

 

As a result it seems reasonable, to not yet seek a needless confrontation with governmental 
authorities in order to demand the exercise of our “rights.”  Instead, in humility we ought to 
submit to the authorities.  We also ought to continue with our responsibility to be a good 
neighbor by not endangering their health and well-being.  Churches have our reputation and 



good testimony in our communities to consider. We do not want to be seen as rebellious and 
reckless. Rather, we want to follow the biblical command to “be careful to do what is right in 
the eyes of everyone. If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with every-
one” (Romans 12:17–18). That includes even our government when we disagree with the way 
they are handling this situation. The church’s response to the COVID-19 crisis should be to al-
ways show the love of Christ.  

All of that said, what do we do?  As of this week, Governor Inslee is going to allow us to have 
50 people in the building. This is hardly enough for us to gather as a corporate body to wor-
ship. So we will take this on a week by week basis until more are allowed before we open for 
Sunday service. We would love to see the building opened up and full of life again. To that 
end, bible study groups, classes, small groups are welcome to gather here any day of the 
week. If your group would like to meet, please call the office and arrange a time. There are 
some regulations we must follow concerning things such as: people wearing masks in the 
building, limiting restroom to two people at a time, no singing with masks off, and sanitizing 
the area. That list will be given to the people in charge of each group.  

The elders continue to work on particulars of corporate worship once we are able to meet. 
One of the stipulations the Governor has given us is that we must create a “comprehensive 
COVID-19 exposure-control, mitigation, and recovery plan” for when we meet as a group. 
We are doing our best to prepare behind the scenes to meet all the requirements.  

Hopefully, we are very close to having this part of the pandemic come to a close. As soon as it 
makes sense, we will meet together as a church family. We are doing all we can to prepare for 
that the moment we have the green light. Thank you for being patient. Continue to pray for 
the well-being of our nation and for our leaders to make right decisions. The elders will be 
meeting tomorrow night to continue to talk about strategies to open as soon as we can under 
the current regulations. We will keep you updated. May we glorify God in our daily lives and 
in the way we respond to this difficult situation that we face.  

To God be The Glory.  

 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%2012.17%E2%80%9318

