
Miracles? 
Matthew Chapter 9 

 

  Miracles, as defined by Merriam-Webster, is 1: an extraordinary event manifesting divine 

intervention in human affairs 2: an extremely outstanding or unusual event, thing or accomplishment 3: 

Christian Science: a divinely natural phenomenon experienced humanly as the fulfillment of a spiritual law. 

However interesting, mankind has always been intrigued by events that cannot be explained, events that 

circumvent natural laws or defy scientific explanation.  

 According to a December 15, 2017 article in Psychology Today, a 2007 survey of all almost 36,000 

Americans between the age of 18 and 70 found 78% of people under the age of 30 believe in miracles verses 

79% of persons older than 30. A 2015 poll of 1,100 physicians indicated 74% believed in miracles and 72% 

believed, “that religion is a ‘reliable and necessary guide to life.’” A 2016 Barna survey had people respond 

to this statement, “People can be physically healed supernaturally by God.” 66% of the respondents agreed 

with that statement. Sorry, sometimes I am fascinated by statistics, but I do find it interesting that the 

percentage of physicians who believe in miracles has varied by only 2%-5% since 2004.  

 The Bible is replete with events that defy explanation, miracles. From the opening verses in Genesis 

chapter 1 where everything is created out of nothing, to the judgment of mankind via the flood, confusing 

language at the tower of Babel, the delivery of a nation out of captivity, parting the Red Sea, to the healing of 

Naaman’s leprosy, just  to mention a few. Miracles are an important, integral part of scripture and what we 

believe about them matters. After all, the four Gospels record 37 miracles accomplished by Jesus manifesting 

His absolute power and authority over every aspect of His creation. John tells us, ““And there are also many 

other things which Jesus did, which if they were written in detail, I suppose that even the world itself would 

not contain the books that would be written.” (John 21:25) If we do not believe in miracles, then we relegate 

the descriptions of Jesus miracles to acts of a charlatan, Jesus being God incarnate in human flesh is nothing 

but a myth, and we are still lost in our sins. The writers provided a description of Jesus actions, witnessed by 

others, including miracles, that we might know, we might see, we might believe, and we might have eternal 

life.   

  In the opening eight verses of chapter 9, Matthew records a group of people bringing a paralytic on 

his bed to Jesus. As Jesus sees their faith, but He does not immediately say, “Rise and walk”, or touch the 

man and make him whole, or help him up to his feet. Jesus says, “Take courage my son, your sins are 

forgiven.” This sinful, broken man did not hear words of condemnation as he was placed in front of God 

incarnate but kind, reassuring, comforting words of encouragement. The Greek word  Thareo, (take 

courage) refers to a courage that eliminates fear. Jesus was in essence saying, “Do not be afraid” or “You 

have nothing to fear” on the basis of the faith Jesus saw in them. Just like Jesus knew the faith of the 

paralytic and the men who brought him, He also knew the thoughts of the scribes. Jesus tells us they were, 

“…thinking evil in your hearts.” Then Jesus asks a rhetorical question, “““Which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins 

are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up, and walk’?”  Both the power to forgive of sin and miraculous healing were 

impossible for man but not for the Messiah. As this instructional moment unfolds, Jesus uses a miracle, that 

can be seen, to provide proof of that which can not be seen, the forgiveness of sin. Jesus plainly states His 

purpose , ““But so that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins”—then He 

said to the paralytic, “Get up, pick up your bed and go home.” And he got up and went home.” Through three 

miracles, the forgiveness of the paralytic’s sin, the recognition of the scribes thoughts and he physical 

restoration the paralytic, Jesus leaves no doubt concerning His ability to both heal and forgive.  

 The response of the paralytic, “he rose and went home”. A man always gives proof of his conversion 

and freedom from sin by his actions. As Adam Clark puts it, “A man gives proof of his conversion from sin 

to God who imitates this paralytic person. He who does not rise and stand upright, but either continues 

groveling on the earth, or falls back as soon as he is got up, is not yet cured of his spiritual palsy. When we 

see a penitent enabled to rejoice in hope of God's glory, and to walk in the way of his commandments, he 

affords us all the proof which we can reasonably require, that his conversion is real: the proof sufficient to 

satisfy himself is the witness of the Holy Spirit in his own heart; but this is a matter of which those who are 

without cannot judge: they must form their opinion from his conduct, and judge of the tree by its fruits.  

 As we look at the amazing revelation of Jesus and this interaction, what do our actions reflect? 



1.  What was “his own town”? Who brought the paralytic to Jesus and what can we learn from their 

actions? What is Jesus initial response and why do you think He responded in that manner? How did 

the scribes respond and what do we learn about Jesus in reason for His response? What does Jesus 

then say and do? How did the crowd react? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Read Matthew 9:10-13, what do we learn about Matthew in these verses? Why is Jesus selection of 

Mathew so interesting? What happened after Jesus called Matthew? How did the Pharisees act and 

what was Jesus response? Explain Jesus statement, “‘I DESIRE COMPASSION, AND NOT 

SACRIFICE,’ for I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.  Whose disciples came to Jesus asking Him about the reason for fasting? Why did the Jews and 

Pharisees fast?  Explain Jesus answer to their question and the analogies Jesus uses. 

 

 

 

 

 

4. In verses 18-26, Who is the “synagogue official”? How does he address Jesus and what is his 

request? What is reflected in his request and What was Jesus response? What happened on the way to 

the official’s house, what is interesting in the sequence of events? What does Jesus do upon His arrival 

and what happened as a result? 

 

 

 

 

 

5.  Read verses 27-31. Look up the word “crying out”, what did you discover and why were they crying 

out? What were they crying out? What was Jesus question to them and what did Jesus do? What were 

they told to do? What did they do? 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Make a list of the events and reactions in verses 32-38. What was the crowd amazed about and what 

was the reaction of the Pharisees? What did Jesus do after healing the demon-possessed man and what 

was His reaction to the people’s suffering? 

 


