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       Overlooking the northwest shore of the Sea of Galilee, is a church that blends into the slope of the 

hillside. Its colonnaded cloisters provide a beautiful, quiet and serene place of reflection while offering some 

of the most amazing views of the Sea of Galilee and Golan heights. The church was built in 1938 for an 

order of Franciscan nuns. Italian architect, Antonio Barluzzi, designed the building which was partially 

financed by the Italian fascist dictator Benito Mussolini. The centrally placed altar is surrounded by an 

archway constructed of alabaster and onyx. Around the altar, a mosaic floor symbolically presents the seven 

virtues of justice, charity, prudence, faith, fortitude, hope and temperance. Inside the church, surrounding the 

altar are octagonal walls each contain a stained-glass window containing one of the beatitudes in Latin. 

Topographically located between two hillsides, the area served as a natural amphitheater and was perfectly 

suited for the multitudes to hear Jesus’ sermon and teachings recorded in Matthew chapters 5 thru 7. 

 The Sermon on the Mount is the first of five sermons or discourses in the book of Matthew. It is the 

longest, best known and often quoted teaching of Jesus Christ. It contains one of the most complete 

explanations of what Jesus Christ expects from His disciples addressing their attitude, service and behavior. 

Unfortunately, it is also frequently misinterpreted. Humanists, modernists, existentialists, and others love to 

pick and choose portions of verses in this area to promote their defective interpretations. “Turn the other 

cheek” is presented as promoting a “do not judge” attitude which is then used as a proof text against the 

condemnation of homosexuality. Nothing could be farther from the truth.  

 Jesus sees the crowd, sits down, His disciples come to Him and Jesus starts to teach them all. His 

teaching is different. He speaks with authority but unlike the Jewish leaders of the day, Jesus speaks without 

referencing any recognized authority, learned rabbi or tradition. His instruction flows from point to point 

seamlessly and His transitions are unmistakable. When a rabbi taught standing up or walking around it was 

considered informal but when he sits down, what he said was authoritative and official. In the Catholic 

church, when the Pope gives an official pronouncement, he is said to be speaking “ex cathedra” which 

literally means he is speaking from his chair. Jesus sits to give this sermon speaking with the authority of 

both position and knowledge.  

 For those who have been in church, this sermon is very familiar, but I wonder if we, like many who 

heard these words, really understand the message. Christ’s message goes against the common suppositions 

and positions of the day. As we read them, we have a similar problem because in our world the poor in spirit, 

those who morn, those who are gentle, those who hunger for righteousness, those who are merciful, those 

who are pure in heart, those who are peacemakers or those who are persecuted or insulted because of Jesus 

are many things but they are surely not blessed. However, Jesus tells them their actions will result in 

blessings because of their heart and their reward is in heaven. Next, Jesus provides two powerful metaphors 

dealing with salt and light. Salt was and is a preservative. When applied to meat or food, it will penetrate and 

protect it, however if it becomes contaminated it loses its ability to protect and becomes useless. Similarly, if 

a Christian is to remain effective, they must remain pure to continue to be effective wherever God has placed 

them. Similarly, light penetrates the darkness. Even a small candle in an absolutely dark cave provides an 

amazing amount of light. Placing a light under a basket eliminates the effectiveness of that light to pierce the 

darkness. Jesus concludes the chapter with several teachings that compare what people have heard with what 

He says. In 48 verses, Chapter 5 addresses Blessings (the Beatitudes), salt and light, Christ came to Fulfill 

the Law, anger, lust, divorce, oaths, retaliation and an exhortation to love your enemies. A powerful 

message, impossible to achieve without receiving Him as Lord and Savior. 



1.  List the things Jesus teaches the multitude in verses 12. What points does Jesus make and what is 

his purpose? What does Jesus mean by the word “Blessed” in verses 3 through 11? How would the 

world look at verses 11 and 12? Why? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  As you look at verses 13-16, what one word would you use to summarize these verses? Why? Why 

does Matthew use salt and light in his example? What were their purposes and what was he saying? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.  List the things you discover about Christ in verses 17-20. What did people think and why does Jesus 

tell them of His purpose. What does verse 18 tell us about the veracity of scripture and what does the 

world think of that idea. What does verse 19 address and how is that warning violated today? Explain 

verse 20 in your own words.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. What is Jesus teaching in verses 21-26? Why did Jesus raise the bar and what did he do when he 

raised it? Is there a difference between killing and murder? Explain your answer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.  The remaining verses in Matthew chapter 5 contain 5 additional “but I say” sections. What 

contrast does each section provide? How do the “but I say” statements impact the interpretation of the 

Law? What point did Jesus make in each section?   

 

 


