
Priorities 
Matthew Chapter 4 

 

    November 11, 1620, after weathering fierce North Atlantic storms, the Pilgrims land on Plymouth Rock.  

Eighteen years later, Harvard University is founded and in 1646 Harvard College adopted a set of “Rules and 

Precepts” which included the following, “ Let every Student be plainly instructed, and earnestly pressed to 

consider well, the main end of his life and studies is, to know God and Jesus Christ which is eternal life 

(John 17:3) and therefore to lay Christ in the bottom, as the only foundation of all sound knowledge and 

Learning. And seeing the Lord only giveth wisdom, let everyone seriously set himself by prayer in secret to 

seek it of him (Prov. 2:3). Every one shall so exercise himself in reading the Scriptures twice a day, that he 

shall be ready to give such an account of his proficiency therein, both in Theoretical observations of 

Language and Logic, and in practical and spiritual truths, as his Tutor shall require, according to his ability; 

seeing the entrance of the word giveth light, it giveth understanding to the simple (Psalm 119:130).” In  

1692,  University adopted the motto “Veritas Christo et Ecclesiae” which translated from Latin means “Truth 

for Christ and the Church.” This phrase was embedded on a shield and can be found on many buildings 

around campus including the Widener library, Memorial Church, and various dorms in Harvard Yard. 

Interestingly, the top two books on the shield are face up while the bottom book is face down. This 

symbolizes the limits of reason, and the need for God’s revelation. With their priorities set, reliable statistics 

indicate 52% of the 17th century Harvard graduates became ministers of the gospel of Jesus Christ. Go on 

line and google Harvard Divinity School today and you will find their priorities have changed. The secular 

has replaced the sacred. Paul’s words in Romans 1:22-25 seem to explain the process quite nicely.  

 Everyone has identifiable, quantifiable and verifiable priorities in their lives, there are no exceptions. How 

can our priorities be identified? Look at what you spend your time, money and mind on. As you list these 

items, the priorities in your life become self-evident. We may not like what we see but they are a great 

indicator of our priorities. It is a matter of getting to the root of what really matters to you, not what you or 

others think the answers should be but what the answers really are that matters. 

 After identifying with sinners in baptism, the Spirit descends on Jesus like a dove and the Father says, 

"This is my Son in whom, I am well pleased” and we see a glimpse of His deity.  Jesus is then led by the 

Spirit, into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. Some have attempted to compare the temptation of 

Adam and Eve to the temptation of Jesus, however the settings of each temptation is decidedly different. 

Adam and Eve were in the Garden of Eden, a veritable paradise. Jesus was in the harsh unforgiving 

wilderness. Adam and Eve had a plentiful supply of food. Jesus fasted for 40 days and 40 nights as did 

Mosses (Ex 34:28) and Elijah (1Kings 19:8) so the circumstances are quite different, but the devil uses the 

same initial tactic. As Alexander Maclaren said, “Satan had tried the same bait before on the first Adam. It 

had answered so well then, that he thinks himself wise to bring it out once more”. G. Campbell Morgan said, 

“the enemy asked Him (Jesus) to do a right thing in a wrong way, to satisfy a lawful appetite in an illegal 

fashion, to make use of the privileges of Sonship for violating its responsibilities”. Jesus responds by quoting 

Deuteronomy 8:3. Strike one. Jesus is then taken to the pinnacle of the temple where the devil again 

questions Christ’s Sonship partially quotes and Psalm 91:11&12 tells Him “to throw yourself down”. Jesus 

pulls out His sword and says, “You shall not put the Lord your God to the test”. (Deut. 6:16) Strike two. 

Finally, the third and final temptation comes. The devil takes Jesus to a high mountain, holds nothing back 

and offers his highest bid, all the kingdoms along with all of their glory. “All these things will I give you, if 

you fall down and worship me.” Christ could have everything without the cross if He but followed the 

devil’s strategy vice God’s plan.  Jesus’ answer? Deuteronomy 6:13 Strike three.      

 As we examine Jesus and His response to temptation, we see His priorities. He followed the Spirit into the 

wilderness, a place of discomfort, difficulty and potential insecurity. Matthew Henry comments, “Lack and 

poverty are a great temptation to discontent and unbelief, and the use of unlawful means for our relief, under 

the pretense that necessity has no law.” We see the devil tempt Him, however unlike Adam, Jesus sets his 

mind on the kingdom of God and succeeds where Adam failed. Christ has the ability to do all the things the 

devil tempts Him to do but He refuses to use His divine power to circumvent God’s plan. Jesus’ priorities are 

seen in His responses. He embraces His mission, saves mankind and glorifies God. I wonder, do our 

priorities reflect Matthew Henry’s statement above or the actions of Jesus in the wilderness and in His life? 



 1.  Who led Jesus into the desert? When? Why was Jesus led into the desert? Who was the agent of the 

temptation? When did he come to tempt Jesus?  What are some other things we know about the devil 

from Scripture? (Some other verses to read might be: Genesis 3;14; Ezekiel 28:13-17; John 8:44; John 

10:10). 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  What is the difference between a test and a temptation? Who tests and who tempts? What is the end 

goal of a test compared to a temptation? ( James 1:2-4, 13-14) 6. What do we know from the book of Job 

about temptations and testings? (Read especially Job 1 & 2)  

 

 

 

 

 

3.  Jesus fasts for 40 days, what does it mean to fast? What do you think might be a reason for Jesus 

going on a 40 day fast? What kinds of fasts can people go on? Have you ever fasted, how long and what 

was the result?  .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. How many times did Satan tempt Jesus in this chapter? Was Jesus ever tempted again after this? 

(Matthew 13; Matthew 16:23; Matthew 26:36-39; Luke 22:28) What was the first temptation that the 

tempter brought to Jesus and why was it a significant temptation at this point in the life of Jesus? 

Matthew 4:3  What was Jesus' response to the first temptation? Matthew 4:4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.  What was the second temptation? What was the focus of this temptation? 16. How did Jesus respond 

to this temptation? What is different between the first and second temptation? What was the third 

temptation and why would it be a temptation for Jesus? What was the flaw in the temptation? What 

scripture did Jesus use to overcome the temptation and the tempter? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

6. When and where did Jesus start his ministry? What was Jesus invitation to Peter and Andrew? What 

was Jesus doing around Galilee and what were the results? 

 


