
Amidst the Silence 
Matthew Chapter 3 

 

     For 400 years, silence, Israel has not received a word from God, no prophet arose among the people, no 

guidance, no wisdom, no comforting words, just silence. Then suddenly a voice cries out from the wilderness 

proclaiming the kingdom of heaven is at hand and calling Israel to repent. It was a wake up call, a call to 

prepare, a call of warning, and a call to repentance but who’s the messenger ordained by God to bring such a 

message? 

     Luke tells us of a “certain priest named Zacharias, of the division of Abijah; and he had a wife from the 

daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. And they were both righteous in the sight of God, walking 

blamelessly in all the commandments and requirements of the Lord.” But Elizabeth was barren, and they 

were both “advanced in years” meaning past child bearing years. Then, at the hour of the incense offering, an 

angel appears to Zacharias causing him to be troubled, fear grips his soul. The angel tells him not to be 

afraid, that his petition had been heard, they were going to have a son and he was to name him, John. Gabriel 

identifies himself and tells Zacharias he will be unable to speak because of he did not believe Gabriel’s 

revelation. Six months later, Gabriel is sent to Nazareth to tells Mary she will have a son, that her cousin 

(Elizabeth) was also pregnant. Mary “went with haste” to see Zacharias and when she greeted Elizabeth, the 

baby leaped in Elizabeth’s womb. We will go into greater detail when we study Luke’s gospel. John was 

conceived, born and raised for one purpose, to herald the kingdom of God. Just as a trumpet was blown to 

announce the visitation of a king, so John, cried in the wilderness “make ready the way of the Lord, make his 

paths straight” before the coming of the Lord.  

     What a contrast John must have been to those who went to hear his warning and be baptized unto 

repentance. The religious leaders of the day were well dressed, well groomed, lived comfortable lives 

enjoying the creature comforts along with the benefits of position. But John had a garment of camel’s hair 

held together by a belt much like Elijah in 2 Kings 1:8. It was not a garment symbolizing beauty or wealth, 

obviously he did not inherit his father’s job or position as a priest. It was crude, rough and one of the 

cheapest garments of the ancient world. His diet of locust and wild honey would have been easy to find but 

not painless to procure. Unlike honey derived from well kept hives, wild honey is kosher or clean as are 

locust. Wild honey was from any possible contamination. (Lv. 11:22) His platform was the wilderness, not 

the beautiful temple in Jerusalem or any local synagogue but a difficult, often hostile environment and yet  

“… Jerusalem was going out to him, and all off Judea and all the district around the Jordan; and they were 

being baptized by him in the Jordan River, as they confessed their sins.” Some came with ulterior motives, to 

be baptized by a messenger of the King would place them in a good position both politically and socially but 

John would have nothing to do with it. He confronts them, calls both the Pharisees and Sadducees a  “brood 

of vipers”, asks them, “who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?” and tells them to, “bear fruit in 

keeping with repentance.” But John does not stop there, he strikes at their misconception. They thought they 

were spiritually secure because of their heritage as descendants of Abraham, members of God’s chosen race. 

John warns them of impending judgment, “The axe is already laid at the root of the trees; therefore every tree 

that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.” He goes on to say, “His winnowing fork 

is in His hand, and He will thoroughly clear His threshing floor; and He will gather His wheat into the barn, 

but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”  

     Then Jesus arrives, John knows his baptism is unto repentance and here is a man who has no need to be so 

baptized. The Spotless Lamb of God stood before him, John’s mind had to be reeling. John needed to be 

baptized by Jesus, not the other way around.  But Jesus was here to identify Himself with sinners, eventually 

He would bear the burden of every sin, of every person who has ever walked the planet. In this moment, 

Jesus identified with those He would save, provided an example and picture of His death and resurrection, 

and the “heavens were opened” like they were for Stephen. One commentator suggests, “Just as the veil of 

the Temple was rent in twain to symbolize the perfect access of all men to God, so here the heavens are rent 

asunder to show how near God is to Jesus, and Jesus to God”. All the Trinity participated in Jesus baptism. 

Some call this moment a coronation or a commissioning of Jesus. Everyone in attendance knew Jesus was 

indeed the Messiah, confirmed by God and announced by John the Baptist. The greater had taken the place 

of the lesser. Jesus is then led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted, endure and save us all. Amen!  



     1.  1. How many years do you think lapsed between the end of Matthew 2 and Matthew 3:1? What 

is recorded in Scriptures about Jesus between his infancy and his baptism? ( Luke 2:40-52 ) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What do you know from Scripture about John the Baptist? (Read also Matthew 3, Luke 1:13-17; 57-

80; Matthew 11:11; Mark 6:17-20) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What is the significance of the phrase "Kingdom of heaven"? What was John the Baptist's mission?  

How did people respond to John the Baptist?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Who were the Pharisees? Who were the Sadducees? What can we learn about them from Matthew 

23? Why do you think the Pharisees and Sadducees were coming to where John was baptizing? How did 

John respond to them? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.  What are the fruits of repentance? (Read Luke 3:11, 13, 14; Isaiah 1:16-17) Three baptisms are 

mentioned in Matthew 3:11. What are they and when did or will these baptisms happen? Why did Jesus 

come to John to be baptized? What is the purpose of baptism now? What is it a picture of? ( Romans 

6:1-4) 

 

 


