
It Never Happened 
Matthew 28 

 

 Holocaust, the mere mention of the word brings to mind atrocities to horrid, to surreal, to ghastly for us 

to comprehend. Yet today, many claim it never happened and when painted on the canvas of ignorance 

created by an education system that seems to have forgotten to teach the reasons behind the history or is 

attempting to redefine it, some are beginning to believe, it never happened. General Dwight D. Eisenhower is 

credited with saying, “Get it all on record now- get the films – get the witnesses – because somewhere down 

in history some bastard will get up and say that this never happened.” With the use of technology, you will 

find many who say he never said it. They may be correct but lets’ set the record straight here is something he 

did say, “The visual evidence and the verbal testimony of starvation, cruelty and bestiality were so over 

powering as to leave me a bit sick, In one room, where they (there) were piled up twenty or thirty naked 

men, killed by starvation, George Patton would not even enter. He said that he would get sick if he did so. I 

made the visit (to Gotha) deliberately, in order to be in a position to give firsthand evidence of these things if 

ever, in the future, there develops a tendency to charge these allegations to merely to “propaganda”. If ever 

this travesty is forgotten, the basis for establishing Israel as a nation will in 1948 will vanish.  

 On the day of Jesus resurrection Matthew tells us, “And behold, a severe earthquake had occurred, for 

an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came and rolled away the stone and sat upon it. And his 

appearance was like lightning, and his clothing as white as snow. The guards shook for fear of him and 

became like dead men.” The angel tells the women not to be afraid for He has risen, go quickly and tell His 

disciples, He will see the disciples in Galilee, as He said. Then Jesus appears to the women, tells them. “Do 

not be afraid; go and take word to My brethren to leave for Galilee, and there they will see Me.” 

 However, what happened to the guards who shook in fear and became like dead men? We are not told 

what happened between the time they were like dead men and their report to the chief priests. Surely, they 

would have looked in the tomb, seen it empty and realized they had two options run and be a fugitive forever 

or report what they saw to those who appointed them to watch over the tomb. We are not told how many 

soldiers were assigned to stand guard at the tomb, however the Romans divided the night into four watches, 

if there were 3 men to watch at a time, 12 soldiers would have been assigned. All the soldiers assigned to 

watch the tomb did not go, the text says, “some of the guard came into the city and reported to the chief 

priests all that had happened.”  That’s interesting from a few standpoints; first, if all of those who were 

assigned guard duty came that would could have drawn unwanted attention to their failure; Second, the 

penalty for a soldier sleeping on duty or leaving his post was immediate execution, so they go the Jewish 

leaders from whom they had less to fear. The representatives of the guard tell the Jewish leaders everything 

that happened; the earthquake, the stone being rolled away, the bright light and of the garments of angel 

sitting on the rock, and the empty tomb. The chief priests assemble with the elders and arrive at a solution. 

We will pay the soldiers a “large sum of money”, give them an alibi, protect them from prosecution, and 

promote a lie to cover-up the truth. This was a win-win for the soldiers, they walk away with a large sum of 

money, their lives are protected and all they have to do follow the instructions of the Jewish leaders. How 

effective was the plan? The text says, “And they took the money and did as they had been instructed; and this 

story was widely spread among the Jews and is to this day.” 

 The Jewish leadership had accused Jesus of doing miracles by the power of Satan, criticized Him for 

associating with sinners, perverted the law by not protecting an innocent man, blackmailed leaders to have 

Him crucified and now resorted to bribery to cover up and hide the truth of His resurrection. In a moment, if 

examined through scripture, could have resulted in repentance created by the realization of Jesus 

Messiahship, the Jewish leadership becomes fearful, reactive, and miss the event they had been looking 

forward to for thousands of years.  

 If the only event or evidence for the resurrection was the empty grave, the Jewish leadership may have 

been able to say “it never happened” but they didn’t have enough money in the coffers to keep everyone 

silent. They could not keep Jesus from appearing to hundreds of people after His resurrection and prior to 

His ascension. “And therefore, Matthew’s Gospel turns away from the apostate nation, which has rejected its 

King, to tell in its last words, of His assumption of universal domination and the passage of the glad news 

from Israel to the world.” (Alexander Maclaren, Exposition of Holy Scripture) It did happen! Believe it! 



1. When did Mary Magdalene and the other Mary go to the tomb? What happened? Why? Why were 

the soldiers “like dead men”?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What did the angel tell the women? Why were the women afraid but how were they comforted? 

What did the women do? Why did God choose to reveal the resurrection to the women rather than His 

disciples? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Who greeted the women and how did he great them? What did the women do? What did Jesus tell 

them to do? What did the women experience in verses 1-10 and how did that solidify the reality of the 

resurrection of Jesus? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.  There are several resurrection theories that the unbelieving community have proposed. Take some 

time to google them and explore what they believe and the problems with each. In verses 11-15 tells us 

of an interaction between the chief priests and some of the guard, what do these verses reveal? What 

was the immediate reaction of the chief priests? What were the guards told to do and why would it 

have been necessary to have the assurance that the chief priests would, “keep you out of trouble”? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Where did the disciples go and why did they go there? What did they do when they saw Jesus? 

Matthew tells us “some were doubtful”, why did he say it and is it significant? What is the significance 

of what Jesus told them and why did He say it? What did Jesus commission them to do?  

 


