
Apostle to Apostate 
Matthew 27 

 

 Among the chosen disciples of Jesus, Judas Iscariot was unique known forever as the betrayer of Jesus 

Christ. His name is the Greek transliteration of the Hebrew name Judah which means “praise Yahweh” while 

his last name probably means ‘man of Kerioth’, a city in Moab near Hebron making him the only non-

Galilean in the group. Scripture tells us in John 6:70 he is the son of Simon Iscariot, many scholars have 

unsuccessfully tried to identify which Simon. In our day is pseudo theistic scholarship there is considerable 

debate questioning whether Judas was a real person or a fictitious creation named after a group that did not 

exist in Judas time. (The war against God continues). But what can we learn about and from the most renown 

traitor of all time? 

 Because of his heinous betrayal of Jesus, every aspect of Judas life is examined through that action, but 

we must remember, when scripture mentions the twelve he is one of them. When Jesus fed the five thousand, 

Judas was one of the men handing out food; when Jesus walked on water, Judas was one of the men who 

thought they were seeing a ghost; when Jesus asks the question, “who do people say I am” at Caesarea 

Philippi, Judas was included in that question; When Jesus summons His twelve disciples and gives the 

authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out and to heal every kind of disease and every kind of sickness 

and told to go and preach “the kingdom of heaven is at hand”, Judas was one of them. From every indication, 

Judas was not an isolated, not included, or minimized part of the twelve. He was given the same abilities, 

heard the same teaching, observed the same miracles, served baskets of food served just like the rest of Jesus 

disciples. Because of his betrayal, many say, “well Judas may have been included but there is no indication 

he actually used the gifts he was given or preached the he kingdom of heaven is at hand” and they would be 

correct, however the opposite view may also be true. He was an active member of Jesus ministry team. So 

what happened? 

 Many have witnessed people have who abandoned the faith, in one moment they are godly servants 

actively pursuing faith and the next they are apostate and want to have nothing to do with Jesus, God or the 

church. Sometimes I think we forget, “the heart is more deceitful than all else and is desperately sick (wicked 

in KJV); who can understand it”. The teaching Judas heard was perfect; the example Judas had was perfect; 

he preaching Judas heard was perfect and he heard it for three years, but in the end, it was not enough to 

change his heart.  

 We get a glimpse into Judas character when Mary anoints Jesus feet. The perfume of pure nard poured 

on Jesus feet was very expensive, approximately 300 denarii. All the disciples became indignant, but the 

gospel of John tells us, “But Judas Iscariot, one of His disciples, who was intending to betray Him, said, 

“Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii and given to poor people?” Now he said this, not 

because he was concerned about the poor, but because he was a thief, and as he had the money box, he used 

to pilfer what was put into it.”  Jesus tells them to, “Leave her alone…”. 

 As we read the events that occur before the last Passover Jesus would see, Judas has gone to the chief 

priests and asked, “What are to give me to deliver Him up to you’? A few hours later, Jesus tells the twelve 

of the impending betrayal and Judas responds, “Surely it is not I, Rabbi”. Judas made many choices 

eventually giving in and betraying innocent blood. He wasn’t a passive participant but an active player in the 

events that unfolded that night.  

 We don’t know where Judas went or what he was doing during Jesus mock trial. When morning came, 

he saw Jesus had been condemned, he felt remorse, returned the 30 pieces of silver and confessed he had 

sinned by betraying innocent blood and hung himself.  

 As look at the life of Judas we need to recognize our ability to be closely associated with, taught by, 

and active in the church and yet be lost in our sin. We can do the Christian thing and be devoid of saving 

faith.  True salvation comes from regeneration and repentance, only then will it become the desire of our 

heart to follow Jesus. Judas knew he had sin but went to the wrong place for forgiveness. He went to those 

who did not have the power to forgive him and we see it their response, “What is that to us? See to it 

yourself.” Instead he should have gone to the only Person who could have forgiven him. Christ is the only 

person who can forgive sin, reconcile us to God, sprinkle our conscious clean, renew our mind, cleans us 

from all unrighteousness and right spirit in us. Examining Judas life should be wake up call for all of us. 



1.  Where did they hold Jesus over night after they tore their robes and spat in His face? What 

happened in the morning? Why did they take Jesus bound to Pilate? What was Judas’ response to the 

news of Jesus fate? How were the 30 pieces of silver uses.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What was Pilate’s initial question and Jesus answer? What did the chief priests and elders do and 

how did Jesus respond and why was Pilate “amazed”? What did Pilate do next, what was Pilate 

warned of and who did the people choose? What question does Pilate ask that everyone will have to 

answer some day and what does Pilate do after the people kept shouting? Explain verse 25. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Where was Jesus taken and how many men were “around Him”? What did the soldiers do to Jesus? 

When did they get someone to carry the cross and where was he from? (27-37) Where was Golgotha? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Describe the events that take place in verses 38-56. What were those passing by doing? What were 

chief priests saying? How long and at what time was it dark? What is Jesus question just before he 

died? What events happened when Jesus died? What was the centurion’s reaction to all he saw and 

experienced? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Why was it important that Jesus die several hours before the end of the day? What prophecies were 

fulfilled? What did the Pharisees request of Pilate? Why? What was Pilate’s answer? What did the 

Pharisees do? 

 

 


