
No-Fault – Really? 
Matthew Chapter 19 

 

  On September 5, 1969, then Governor Ronald Reagan, signed the Family Law Act, making California 

the first state in the union to legalize “no-fault” divorce. The law eliminated the need to provide any reason 

for divorcing one’s spouse. Michael Reagan in his book entitled, “Twice Adopted”, said his father confessed 

that, signing the bill was one of the worst mistakes he ever made in public office. After it was implemented 

on January 1, 1970, the rules on divorce radically changed and the term “irreconcilable differences” became 

a well-known term and the predominate reason for divorce. The decade that followed virtually every state 

followed California’s lead. Michael Horowitz in an article entitled, “Did Unilateral Divorce Laws and N—

Fault Laws Raise Divorce rates”, states in his introduction, “By 1985, a majority of the fifty states had 

successfully ratified some version of unilateral and no-fault divorce legislation.  Over the same period, 

during which the majority of the United States implemented no-fault and unilateral laws, marital data from 

1956 to 1998 plainly indicates that divorce rates dramatically increased (nearly doubling) from the late 1960s 

to the late 1970s.  

 There are number of people, especially in the entertainment community, that divorced because their 

spouse was a detriment to their career, didn’t meet up to expectations or wasn’t “The One”. Some even go to 

Scripture with preconceived notions, cobbling and convoluting scripture to support their desired outcome. 

Others elevate love (the feeling) so high that the Biblical direction on divorce is lost.  

 Amidst the confusion, what does the Bible say about divorce? Obviously, we are not going to cover the 

some 50 scripture verses addressing this issue. We are going to focus on the Matthew chapter 19 verses 3 

thru 11 and see what Jesus said about this perpetually hot topic.   

 The Pharisees come to test Jesus with a question, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any 

cause at all”? They were potentially guided by rabbi Hillel’s liberal teaching that a man could divorce his 

wife for trivial reasons. Should Jesus choose the more hard line of Hillel’s contemporary Shammai, Jesus 

would potentially fall from favor, be condemned and meet John the Baptist’s fate. Jesus does not give a 

simple yes or no answer but takes them back to a time before the Law, all the way back to creation. He says, 

“have you not read” and reminds them God created man and woman, God instituted marriage, God declared 

man and woman were one flesh closing His response with “… What therefore God has joined together, let no 

man separate.” The Pharisees then pose another question, one that would be supported by Scripture and put 

Jesus in the corner. “Why then did Moses command to GIVE HER A CERTIFICATE OF DIVORCE AND 

SEND her AWAY?” But notice Jesus answer, “Because of your hardness of heart Moses permitted you to 

divorce your wives; but from the beginning it has not been this way.”  The Pharisees used the word 

command but Jesus answers by saying Moses permitted it (Deut. 24:1-4) because of the hardness of their 

heart. There is a big difference between commanding something and allowing something. Jesus goes on to 

give what has been called the “exemption clause”, “And I say to you, whoever divorces his wife, except for 

immorality, and marries another woman commits adultery.” The Greek word for immorality is pornea which 

includes fornication, adultery or any sexual sin. In that case, divorce is allowed; not commanded. It does not 

mean that you have to get a divorce. If someone gets divorced for reasons other than immorality or desertion 

by an unbelieving spouse (see 1 Corinthians 1:15) and gets remarried, they have entered into an adulterous 

relationship. The Pharisees leave, probably enraged. The disciples had to be stunned. They lived in a culture, 

much like ours, that not only permitted divorce but even required it. Their response may not have been well 

thought out but clearly, they understood Christ’s teaching on the subject. “If the relationship of the man with 

his wife is like this, it is better not to marry”. Jesus then says to them, “Not all men can accept this statement, 

but only those to whom it has been given.” Similarly, Paul says it is good to remain single for the purposes of 

serving God” but he caveats this statement with it was, “better to be married than to burn” (1Cor 7:8-9) 

 The principles Jesus lays out for marriage and divorce, in this confrontation are relatively easy to 

understand. The difficulty comes in its application to varied real-life situations. Even though marriage 

difficulties may be similar, they are never the same. There are more “what if” questions on this subject than 

can be listed and each needs to be examined in light of Scripture. As we examine the line we would draw on 

this subject, is it based on Scripture or is it reflective of the world’s position. Marriage is an illustration of 

Jesus and His bride, the church, whom He loved, giving His life to save her. We should take notice.  



1. In the beginning of chapter 9 Jesus leaves Galilee, where He going, why was He going there, and 

what was He doing along the way? Who came to test Jesus, what was their question, and how did 

Jesus answer? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. How did the Pharisees respond to Jesus answer? Why did they bring up Moses and was their 

question valid? Look up Matthew 19:89, Mark 10:11-12 and Luke 16:18, what differences did you 

discover? Why would it be considered adultery if a person remarries? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. How did the disciples respond and what was their question? Why would they come to their 

conclusion? How did Jesus answer their question? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Read Matthew 19:13-15, Why were the parents bringing their Children to Jesus? How did the 

disciples react? What did Jesus say and what was His attitude toward the children? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Read Matthew 19:16-26. Who came to Jesus, what was his question and how did he think he could 

get eternal life? What was Jesus initial answer to his question and how did he rate himself? What was 

he lack? How did he respond when he discovered what he was lacking? What did Jesus say to the 

disciples after this encounter? How hard is it for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven? Why? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. What did Peter ask Jesus in verses 27-30? What does Jesus tell Peter in response? 

 


