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     Chapter 9 concluded with a command to “pray for the Lord of the harvest to send out workers into His 

own harvest”. As Jesus looks over the multitudes filling the hillside, He sees the need, the distress, and the 

heart of the downcast. He sympathizes with them over their infirmities, their physical pain and their 

afflictions. After all, they may have covered their desperate condition with a façade, but Jesus always sees 

through the façade and knows the real condition of their heart. As untended sheep, Jesus sees them as 

vulnerable, weak, battered, helpless and defenseless in need of a shepherd to care and protect them. So, their 

first prayer is for the Lord’s provision to send workers into the field. Surely this was a time for prayer.  

 As chapter 10 opens, Jesus summons His twelve disciples. Twelve men, who receive instruction from 

Jesus, who sat at His feet, who heard His words, who had seen His miracles, were now being placed into 

service for the sake of the gospel. Why 12? Maybe it refers to the twelve spies sent by Moses into Canaan, or 

to the stones in the Ephod; or oxen holding up the brazen or molten sea in Solomon's temple; or the gates of 

Ezekiel's temple; or the twelve patriarchs, or the 12 tribes. In any case, what Jesus does next is amazing He, 

“… gave them authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal every kind of disease and every 

kind of sickness.” It’s interesting Matthew calls them 12 disciples in verse 1 but after giving these disciples 

“authority over” Matthew lists each member of this unique group and calls them apostles in verse 2.  

 After receiving instruction, Jesus sends them out on the first short term mission trip focusing specifically 

on the Jews. The apostles were not permitted to evangelize the Gentiles or the Samaritans but were to preach 

“the kingdom of heaven is at hand” to “the lost sheep of the house of Israel”, the same message preached by 

John the Baptist and Jesus. The good news would be preached to all, subsequent to Pentecost, but as Paul 

says in Romans 1:16, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to 

everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.” He tells them to not only proclaim the gospel 

but to use the gifts that were given to them in the first verse of the chapter. Jesus, tells the apostles to go, 

proclaim the same message that I have been preaching and when you do, “Heal the sick, raise the dead, 

cleanse the lepers, cast out demons” thereby validating the authority of their message. The 12 were not 

renown, not formally trained, not a part of the Jewish religious leadership, not scribes or priests or Sadducees 

or Pharisees so Jesus provided them with a means of confirming the authenticity and the validity of their 

message. Attached to this instruction, Jesus tells them, “freely you received, freely give.” You have received 

Me, you have received salvation, you have received the kingdom freely. You didn’t buy it, you didn’t earn it, 

you didn’t steal it, you didn’t achieve it, and you don’t deserve it, it was a gift. Jesus commands them to 

freely give what they had been freely given to all to whom they preach. It was God’s power, God’s authority 

given to them to accomplish God’s purposes. They were not to use it for personal gain or advantage. What an 

amazing testament to their faithfulness. In a day when charlatans lived a luxurious lifestyle by charging a 

price for their services because their motive was to serve themselves, these 12 men were given the ability to 

accomplish the amazing for His glory and did not use it for personal gain. The apostles were not to “acquire 

gold, or silver, or copper for” their money belts. Ministry wasn’t then, nor is it today, a matter of money. The 

true apostles were not for hire. They were not in it for the money. They were in it to be workers in the field 

to glory of God. They were to travel light for God’s people would provide for all their needs. When they 

went into a city or village, they were to, “inquire who is worthy in it and stay at his house until you leave the 

city”. Worthy does not mean wealthy, influential, or a man of position. They were to look for a godly person, 

a person of integrity, with good reputation in the community and thereby protect the receptivity and 

effectiveness of their message. Once found, they were to, “let your greeting of peace come upon it”. 

However, should they “… not receive you, nor heed your words, as you go out of that house or that city, 

shake the dust off your feet.” Jesus tells them in the day of judgment, “it will be more tolerable for the land 

of Sodom and Gomorrah” than for those who reject the gospel.  God will judge them, and their judgement 

will be worse than that experienced by Sodom and Gomorrah which God utterly destroyed with fire and 

brimstone because of their wickedness.  

 To date, archeologists have yet to discover any remnant of these cities. It’s hard to imagine a harsher 

judgment. As I was reading these verses the words of Thomas Watson, a Puritan writer come to mind. He 

said, “We may force our Lord to punish us, but we will never have to force Him to love us”. Amazing!  



1.  What did Jesus ask from his disciples in the closing two verses of chapter 9? What did Jesus do at 

the beginning of chapter 10? What did he give to his disciples? Was the authority given to them 

permanent or short term? Do we have these gifts today? Why or Why not? 

 

 

 

 

  

2. According to verses 5-10? Where were they supposed to go and what were they supposed to do? What 

were they told not do? Why?  Where they told not to go? Why? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.  What were they told to do when entering a city or town? (11-15) What were they to do if they were 

not received at a house or city? As the result of their rejection, what would their punishment be? What 

happened at Sodom and Gomorrah?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.  What were the discipled told to expect as the result of their preaching and how were they to deal 

with it? (16-23) How would you explain the phrase, “shrewd as serpents and innocent as doves”?  

What were they to do if they were persecuted? Explain verse 23. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.  Read verses 24 – 36 and make a list of the things we learn in these verses. Will everything go well 

for us, what should we fear, how valuable are they to God and what is Jesus response based upon our 

actions? Describe in your own words verses 34 - 35, is this happening today?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. What do verses 37 – 39 tell us about love and how would that love be manifested in our lives? What 

potential problem / opportunity does this present to us?  How would you explain “taking up his 

cross”? What rewards are described in verses 40-42 and how can they be lost? 

 

 

 

 


