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Mark Chapter 6 

 

     Interesting title for a Bible Study article. Mathematically a heptagon is a polygon consisting of seven 

angles and seven sides. Since we are studying Mark’s gospel that probably negates a mathematical or 

geometric explanation. Maybe you know it by a different name, Oreme, En Sheva ring a bell? How about 

Tabgha? Located two miles west of Capernaum, seven springs feed into the Sea of Galilee. The warm water 

helps algae production, which in turn attacks fish. Even though we can only locate six of the springs today, 

Tabgha is a location many tourists visit on a trip to Israel. It’s name is derived from the Greek Heptaegon 

(seven springs). Overtime, the location’s name was shortened to “Tapego” and eventually changed to 

“Tabgha” in Arabic, since classic Arabic has no p, g and o sounds they were replaced with a “b”, “gh”, “a” 

or “u” sound which resulted in the current day name, Tabgha. It is the traditional location of the a few 

Biblical events including the feeding of the 5,000, Jesus post resurrection barbecue, and Jesus exhortation to 

Peter to feed His sheep.  

 The feeding of the 5,000, also known as miracle of the five loaves and two fishes, is the only miracle of 

Jesus contained in all four gospels. (Mat 14; Mark 6; Luke 9 and John 6). Each account contains slightly 

different details, only Luke tells us where the event occurred, Bethsaida. The problem is Mark tells us Jesus 

tells His disciples to “get into the boat and go ahead of Him to the other side to Bethsaida” (Mark 6:45). 

Many generations of scholars have proposed differing solutions to this dilemma. Some think there were two 

Bethsaidas, one north west of Capernaum (Bethsaida Julius) and the other between Gennesaret and 

Capernaum called Bethsaida Galilee (around current day Taghba). Others suggest that Matthew and John 

omit the mention of Bethsaida because it would have been a short or trivial trip to the site of Jesus’ miracle. 

Regardless, the mental gymnastics scholars use in their attempts to resolve the geography of the issue, it does 

not call into question occurrence of the miracle.  

 Jesus and His disciples get on a boat in an attempt to go to a “lonely place by themselves” but the people 

saw them, recognized who they were and “ran on foot from all the cities” arriving at the landing location 

ahead of the boat. We know that five thousand men ate the loaves, if half of them were married and had two 

children traveling with them, there would have been over twelve thousand people to welcome Jesus and His 

disciples ashore. Jesus sees them and feels compassion on the “great multitude” because they were lost, 

“sheep without a shepherd”. Sheep, left to their own devices wander about, get lost, and pay little attention to 

potential dangers around them. Jesus begins to teach them many things. According to Luke’s gospel Jesus 

was “speaking to them about the kingdom of God”. Teaching into the late afternoon or early evening, the 

disciples come to Jesus saying, “…this is a desolate place and it is already quite late; send them away so that 

they may go into the surrounding countryside and villages and buy themselves something to eat.” When we 

read this, some may think they were in a desert, but the Greek word translated desolate is also translated as 

uninhabited, uncultivated and several times as wilderness. They were in an unpopulated area and food was 

not readily available without going to the villages and countryside. Since it was “already quite late” it would 

have been a good idea to send them away so they could get to something to eat before everything closed. The 

disciple’s request seemed logical, but Jesus response was probably shocking. He tells them, “You give them 

something to eat”. Their proposed solution was to take two hundred denarii, what an average agricultural 

worker would have made in 200 days (eight months), go to town, buy some bread and feed the crowd. Like 

many of us, they looked at an almost insurmountable problem, arrived at a solution, and in so doing, they 

didn’t consider the divine power of the Lord. Charles Spurgeon said this in a sermon entitled, “The Miracle 

of the Loaves”; “He (Jesus) it was Who thought of the way of feeding them, it was a design invented and 

originated by Himself. His followers had looked at their little store of bread and fish and given up the task as 

hopeless; but Jesus, altogether unembarrassed, and in no perplexity, had already considered how He would 

banquet the thousands and make the fainting sing for joy. The Lord of Hosts need no entreaty to become the 

host of hosts of hungry men.” In the end, the disciples pick up twelve baskets full of broken pieces and fish, 

the multitude had eaten and were satisfied. Jesus dismisses the crown and sends His disciples by boat to 

Bethsaida.  That night, Jesus walks on the water. The disciples are frightened and then “greatly astonished”. 

This miracle left them in awe and was necessary to strengthen their faith because they, “had not gained any 

insight from the incident of the loaves, but their hearts were hardened.” May we be alert and not do likewise.   



1. Where is Jesus in the opening verses of chapter 6, who is with Him and what is He doing? How did 

the listeners react? What was Jesus response and how would you explain verse 6? What did He go and 

where did He do? (1-6) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. In verses 7-13, Jesus begins to send out the twelve in pairs. What authority and instructions were 

they given? What were they to do in any given town? Why? What message did they preach and what 

did they do? (7-13)? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What were the people saying about Jesus? What did Herod believe? What was Herod’s relationship 

with John the Baptist as described in verses 16-20? List the events contained in verses 21-28. What do 

we learn about Herodias, her daughter and Herod from these verses? Who laid John the Baptist body 

in the tomb? What happens in verses 30-32? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Make a list of the events that occur in verses 33-44. What was Jesus reaction to the great multitude? 

What did the disciples suggest and what was Jesus response? What question does Jesus ask and why 

do you think He asks it? How many were fed that day? Where did the feeding of the five thousand 

occur? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Where did Jesus and His disciples go after they had fed the 5,000? Where were the disciples going 

and where did Jesus go? Why? What happened while they were in the boat and what did they learn 

that they missed “from the incident with the loaves”? What did Jesus and his disciples do next (53-56) 


