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Mark Chapter 2 

 

 Ad Hominem is a Latin word meaning, “against the man”. As a term, we don’t hear it used frequently 

today, however it is practiced every day, especially if you watch the news or politics. It involves a conscious 

or unconscious attack on an opponent based on his personal associations, so the validity or strength of an 

opponent’s argument is lost by shifting the focus to the distasteful shortfalls, characteristics or associations 

of the individual. This type of argument is used as a tool to deceive, misdirect, or redefine a discussion so the 

substance of an argument is not addressed. An illustration of this type of argument can be found in article on 

the VelosNews webpage, where a commentator said Lance Armstrong, the world renown cyclist, was an 

amazing athlete and people should be proud of his achievements. In response to that comment, another 

commentator wrote “He is not a great athlete; he’s a fraud, a cheater and a liar. That’s why not everybody is 

“happy for Lance.” Even though this may be true, the second commentator does not support his argument 

with any facts, reason or logic. Instead, he attacks the person. Expertly crafted, this type of argument, levied 

against a person can be devastating, is frequently believed and often achieves its goal.  

 After Jesus heals the paralytic lowered from a hole in the roof, by first telling him that his sins are 

forgiven, followed by an instructional period for the scribes where Jesus says, “Why are you reasoning abut 

these things in your hearts? Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven; o0r to say, Arise, 

and take up our pallet and walk’. But in order that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth 

to forgive sins”. He says to the paralytic, “I say to you , rise, take up your pallet and go home.”  Then Jesus 

went out by the seashore to teach and passes by a tax station where He, “…saw Levi the son of Alpheus 

sitting in the tax office” in Capernaum. Levi or Matthew’s tax business was very lucrative financially but 

devastating in terms of social respectability.  The Mishnah and Talmud place tax collectors with thieves and 

murderers. They were not qualified to be a judge or be a witness in court, in fact the touch of a tax collector 

rendered a house unclean. Tax collectors were hated, despised, no self-respecting Jew, especially a Rabbi 

would associate with them. They were considered the dregs of society, so what Jesus does next is shocking 

to them. He says to Matthew, “Follow Me”. This was not a question, suggestion, or request, it was a 

command. Levi, “rose and followed Him”, a choice that bore significant consequences but Matthew doesn’t 

seem to care. He invites his friends, most of which were probably tax collectors also, for a meal. The text 

says they were reclining so this could have been a formal feast or celebration where the people reclined and 

were served. Matthew was the host, Jesus the guest of honor and the scribes of the Pharisees must have been 

stunned but they were not speechless. You can hear their condescending tone as they ask His disciples, “Why 

is He eating and drinking with tax gatherers and sinners?” It reminds me of when Christ the Rock started in 

January of 1994. We were preaching the gospel and God saved a person well known by the lost of our 

community. What happened next, his friends started to come to church to see what we “had done” to this 

person. Many of them came, heard the gospel and were saved. Matthew and his friends were social outcasts, 

the unsalvageable, the unredeemable, and yet the change in Matthew must have been dramatic. Jesus offered 

what the religious elite refused to even consider, grace. Many of them followed Him.  

 When Jesus hears their question, He responds, “ … “It is not those who are healthy who need a 

physician, but those who are sick; I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners.” Matthew’s gospel tells us 

that Jesus told the scribes of the Pharisees to, “But go and learn what this means: ‘I DESIRE 

COMPASSION, AND NOT SACRIFICE,’ for I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners.” It is a quote 

from Hosea 6:6, a scripture they should have been aware of or understood when Jesus uses it. They were 

meticulous, tithing their dill and cumin but neglected the weightier things of the law; justice and mercy and 

faith. (Mat 23:23).  

 Jesus provided love, help and hope to those who least expected it. He was and is the perfect physician. 

The scribes of the Pharisees were the dead men walking, full of cancer but not even knowing they were sick 

and in desperate need of healing. They found comfort in their delusion. A delusion that convinced them they 

were holy, better than the rest, more righteous, more dedicated, more secure than those people who were 

sharing a meal with Jesus. After all, they were God’s chosen, descendants of Abraham, set apart, surely none 

of these vile, detestable pagans even came to close being acceptable to God.  

 Jesus came to call sinners, who recognize their need, confess and repent of sin, and receive His grace. 



1. Where had Jesus been and what happened He returned to Capernaum? What happened in verses 2-

5? What did Jesus do? Why? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What was the reaction of the scribes to Jesus actions concerning the paralytic? Why did they react 

in that fashion? How did Jesus know what they were thinking and how did He answer their question?   

Explain verse 10 in your own words. Why did Jesus delay in healing the paralytic’s physical issue and 

how did He heal him? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What happens in verses 13-14 and what is so shocking about that event? Who is Levi? What 

happened after Levi was told to “Follow Me”? What was the scribes of the Pharisees response and 

how did Jesus address the issue?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. List the events recorded in verses 18 thru 22. What was the problem? Who was included Pharisees 

and why is that interesting? How did Jesus answer their question? When would they fast? Explain 

verses 21 & 22. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. What happened in the grain fields? How did the Pharisees respond? What wasn’t permitted on the 

Sabbath? Why? How did Jesus answer their question? 

 


