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 The gospel of Mark is the shortest of the gospel books. It does not contain information on the birth of 

Jesus, details the other two synoptics cover, or events of his early life. What the Gospel of Matthew covers in 

four chapters and seventy-six verses, Mark encapsulates into the opening 13 verses of his manuscript. Mark 

loves the word “immediately” (euthus - ) using it forty-two times in his brief gospel. It only appears 

twelve more times in the entire New Testament but it is a good word to describe a gospel that quickly moves 

through the major events in the life of Christ.  Mark is like the movie made from the books of Matthew and 

Luke. Mark omits several Jewish references, does not quote the Old testament as many times as the other 

synoptics, explains Jewish customs and uses some Latin expressions all of which indicate his wrote for a 

more gentile audience.  

 Even though the author never identifies himself, the testimony of the early church attributes it to Mark.  

Eusebius’ “Ecclesiastical History”, the second church history book written (the first was the book of the Acts 

of the Apostles) we read a, “…concerning Mark, who wrote the gospel in the following words, ‘And John 

the Presbyter also said this, Mark being the interpreter for Peter whatsoever he recorded he wrote with great 

accuracy but not however, in order in which it was spoked or done by our Lord, for he neither heard nor 

followed or Lord, but as before said, he was in company with Peter, who gave him such instruction as was 

necessary, but not to give a history of our Lord’s discourses; wherefore Mark has not erred in anything, by 

writing some things as he has recorded them; for he was carefully attentive to one thing, not to pass by any 

thing that he heard, or to state any thing falsely in these accounts.’ Such was the account of Papias respecting 

Mark.” Papias was an author who lived between 60 and 163 AD. Early church fathers Justin Martyr, 

Clement of Alexandria, Origen, and Irenaeus all attribute the writing to Mark.  

  It is impossible to date Mark’s gospel accurately. Irenaeus said it was written after Peter’s death 

while the Alexandrians say he was still alive. Since Mark makes no mention of the Jewish War and the 

destruction of the temple so many scholars suggest a date as early as 65 AD but before 70 AD. About ninety 

percent of Mark’s content is contained in Matthew and about 50 percent of it is in Luke. Those who reject 

the divine inspiration of scripture think Marks gospel was written first and used as a reference to write 

Matthew and Luke. Since there is information in both Matthew and Luke that are not contained in Mark, an 

additional hypothetical source called the Quelle source or “Q” source was used to fill in that information. 

John MacArthur writes, “Sadly, many contemporary evangelicals have rejected the traditional view in favor 

of an imaginary Q document and the unbelieving speculations of liberal scholarship. Rather than entertaining 

the skeptical notions of higher critics, believers are much better served when they acknowledge the same 

Holy Spirit inspired Matthew, Mark and Luke to write their gospels, so that any similarities between their 

accounts ought to be attributed to His sovereign guidance rather than modern theories of literary 

dependence."   

 In any case, that means it was written during Nero’s intense persecution of Christians. As you 

remember, a great fire broke out in the city of Rome during his reign which destroyed seven wards and lasted 

seven days. Just when they thought it was extinguished, the fire reignited destroying over eighty percent of 

the city. Nero blamed the Christians, sent out his army to round them up and proceeded to exterminate them 

by the most heinous methods. According to Tacitus, a Roman Senator, some went to the Colosseum and 

were fed to lions, others were dressed in animal skins and fed to wild dogs, still others were dipped in tar or 

enveloped in wrappers and used as human torches. Both Peter and Paul were executed under Nero’s reign, 

Peter by crucifixion (upside down because he considered himself unworthy to be crucified in the same 

manner of Jesus) and Paul by beheading because he was a Roman citizen. This is the environment in which 

Mark wrote the gospel that bears his name. Can you imagine being among those early Christians, who were 

being unmercifully persecuted, who were watching their friends and family taken away to appease the lusts 

of an evil emperor? Suddenly, at a clandestine meeting of the saints of Rome, the man leading a time of 

worship to the Lord reveals a handful of parchments, written by Mark, and begins to read them for the first 

time. A light in the midst of the madness that brought and continues to bring hope to the saved, the 

persecuted and the lost.  Mark’s gospel may not be frequently used by preachers to acquire detailed 

information to support their sermons points, but it’s still fulfilling the purpose for which it was written.  



1. Read the opening eight verses of Mark chapter 1. What is unique to about Mark’s opening words 

and do we learn in these verses and what do they tell us about Mark’s writing style? Look up the word 

gospel, what did it mean to a person living in Jesus time? What is missing from Mark’s explanation of 

Jesus baptism? Why? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Describe two events in verses 14-16 and why are they significant? What was Christ announcing and 

what is the importance of his message historically, locally and currently? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What was Jesus doing along the Sea of Galilee? What did he do to Simon, Andrew, James and 

John? What is interesting about Jesus contact with these men and what was Jesus asking them to do? 

What was their reaction and where did they go? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Where did Jesus and His disciples go? What day was it? What was Jesus doing and how did the 

people respond? List the things we learn about the man “with an unclean spirit”. What did Jesus do to 

and tell him?  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

5. What happened after they came out of the synagogue? What happened after the sun had set? 

Explain what happened in the early morning? Why did Jesus not return to Capernaum? Read the 

events contained in verses 40-45. What did you learn about Jesus encounter with the leper? 

 


