
Pentecostlism 
Mark Chapter 16 

  

      At the end of the 19th century and the beginning of the 20th century, the Pentecostal movement was 

born. Even though most Pentecostals would trace their beginnings to the Apostles and the events recorded in 

Acts 2, modern day Pentecostalism was actually started by an American preacher and evangelist named, 

Charles Fox Parham. He was born on June 4, 1873, the third son of William and Ann Parham. In 1878, 

William purchased a covered wagon, packed up his family and moved to Anness, Kansas to live on a 160 

acre farm. The farm was profitable and provided a comfortable lifestyle for his family, but Charles was a 

sickly child suffering from encephalitis, tapeworms and at the age of nine contracted rheumatic fever which 

weakened his heart. Even though William and Ann were not particularly religious, they were God-fearing 

people. Charles started his own spiritual journey, came to Christ in 1886 at an evangelistic meeting, joined 

the Methodist church. He was an intelligent young man and avid reader, who, became a minister at the age of 

15. Continuing his education, he attended Southwest Kansas College in Winfield studying religion and 

medicine. After experiencing another bout of rheumatic fever that nearly killed him, he earned a minister’s 

license, and became the temporary pastor at the Eudora Methodist Church near Lawrence, Kansas. In 1895, 

he was at odds with the Methodist church, cut ties with all denominational churches, started his own 

independent evangelical ministry in Kansas focused on a return to “primitive Christianity” and eventually 

started a Bible school, Bethel Bible College in 1900.  

 Until 1900, there were no Pentecostal believers, schools or churches. Modern Pentecostalism is the 

fastest growing religion in the last hundred years having over 600 million followers in some 92 million 

denominations according to some statistics. Among the Pentecostal movement there are groups, almost 

exclusively isolated to the Appalachian Mountains of the United States that practice “snake handling” as a 

part of their worship. They handle live, venomous snakes as an act of faith and a verification of their belief. 

They do this because of a skewed view of the signs Jesus lists as characteristics of those who have faith. 

Jesus said those who truly believe would;  First, “they would cast out demons”; Second, “they would speak 

in new tongues”; Third, “they will pick up serpents with their hands, it will not hurt them”: Fourth, “and if 

they drink any deadly poison it will not hurt them; Fifth, they will lay their hands on the sick and they will 

recover”. It is a list given prior to his ascension, so Pentecost (Acts 2) has not occurred. After Jesus ascends 

and the gospel message is proclaimed, we see the signs promised manifested in the early church. People 

hearing the gospel message after the Holy Spirit descends upon those prayerfully waiting. They not only hear 

the message, but they hear it in their own language with their particular nuances of speech, from people they 

know are Galilean. (Acts 2:4) The Apostles cast out demons (Acts 8:7; 16:18). Paul’s hand is bitten by a 

viper (Acts 28:3) and to the amazement of the natives, “suffered no harm”. There is no record of people 

drinking poison and surviving in the book of Acts, however, according to church tradition, Matthias, the one 

chosen by drawing lots to replace Judas, was forced to drink poison, was not harmed. He then went on to 

heal other prisoners who were blind. There are several examples of miraculous healings in the book of Acts. 

 Did you notice, there is no command to practice, force, pursue, or engage in these practices. They 

were descriptive of the things that would happen in the ministry of those who believe, not prescriptive of 

things to pursue. Snake handling is not, nor has it ever been an act of worship or a confirmation of faith. It a 

practice, developed by men, outside of scripture because of a simplistic application of one verse. Signs were 

essential to the early church, they confirmed those proclaiming the gospel were genuine in a world that did 

not have the New Testament we read, study, examine and follow. John Calvin writes, “Miracles were promised 
only for a time, in order to give luster to the gospel, while it was new and in a state of obscurity.”  

 “Every one of the fruits of the Spirit should be characteristic of every single Christian. But the gifts of 

the Spirit are different. Every believer should have the same fruit as every other believer, but not every 

believer will have the same gifts as every other believer. No, the Holy Spirit distributes the gifts in such a 

way that every believer has at least one gift which is uniquely his. You may have been given a certain gift by 

God, but it would be a mistake for you to say everyone else should have that same gift.” (Billy Graham) 

Spiritual gifts are not given to make one believer superior to another. The Holy Spirit gives specific gifts, to 

specific believers, for a specific purpose, often at specific times. Every believer possess at least one. Today, 

charlatans confuse the issue, but scripture provides the remedy to cut through the fog and find the truth.  



 

1. What happened when Sabbath was over? Who went to the tomb? Why? What was their concern? 

What did they find upon their arrival? (1-4) 

 

 

          1      When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome, 

bought spices, so that they might come and anoint Him. 

          2      Very early on the first day of the week, they *came to the tomb when the sun had risen. 

          3      They were saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance of the 

tomb?” 

          4      Looking up, they *saw that the stone had been rolled away, although it was extremely large. 

 

 

2. What did they do when they arrived at the tomb? What did they see; who addressed them; why 

were they amazed? What was the young man’s message and what were they to do? (5-7) 

 

          5      Entering the tomb, they saw a young man sitting at the right, wearing a white robe; and they were 

amazed. 

          6      And he *said to them, “Do not be amazed; you are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who has been 

crucified. He has risen; He is not here; behold, here is the place where they laid Him. 

          7      “But go, tell His disciples and Peter, ‘He is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see Him, 

just as He told you.’ ” 

 

3. Where did they go? What was their emotional/physical condition? What did they do? Why? (8) 

 

 

      They went out and fled from the tomb, for trembling and astonishment had gripped them; and they said 

nothing to anyone, for they were afraid. 

 

 

 

4. List the events recorded in verses 9-13. Who is mentioned? Why were they mentioned, What did 

they do? How did those who were given a report respond? Why? (9-13) 

 

          9      [Now after He had risen early on the first day of the week, He first appeared to Mary Magdalene, 

from whom He had cast out seven demons. 

          10      She went and reported to those who had been with Him, while they were mourning and 

weeping. 

          11      When they heard that He was alive and had been seen by her, they refused to believe it. 

          12      After that, He appeared in a different form to two of them while they were walking along on 

their way to the country. 

          13      They went away and reported it to the others, but they did not believe them either. 

 

 

5. Describe the events of the closing verses of Mark’s gospel. (14-20) What did Jesus do and say? How 

would you deal with verse 18? What happened to Jesus and the disciples in the closing verses of this 

gospel? In one sentence, how would you describe Mark’s gospel? 

 

 

          14      Afterward He appeared to the eleven themselves as they were reclining at the table; and He 

reproached them for their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they had not believed those who had seen 

Him after He had risen. 



          15      And He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation. 

          16      “He who has believed and has been baptized shall be saved; but he who has disbelieved shall be 

condemned. 

          17      “These signs will accompany those who have believed: in My name they will cast out demons, 

they will speak with new tongues; 

          18      they will pick up serpents, and if they drink any deadly poison, it will not hurt them; they will 

lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.” 

          19      So then, when the Lord Jesus had spoken to them, He was received up into heaven and sat down 

at the right hand of God. 

          20      And they went out and preached everywhere, while the Lord worked with them, and confirmed 

the word by the signs that followed.] 

    [And they promptly reported all these instructions to Peter and his companions. And after that, Jesus 

Himself sent out through them from east to west the sacred and imperishable proclamation of eternal 

salvation.] 

 

 

 

 


