
Power Restrained 
Mark Chapter 15 

 

 

     The high priest and his kangaroo court had their answer as Jesus 

tells him, “I am; and you shall see the Son of Man sitting at the right 

hand of the power and coming with the clouds of heaven”. Caiaphas 

tears his clothes and says, “what further do we have of witnesses? 

You have heard the blasphemy; how does it seem to you?” They all 

condemned Jesus saying that He was deserving of death. After that, 

things went from bad to worse. Many spit on, slapped, blindfolded  

and taunted the Lord. Outside on the veranda, Peter denied the Lord, the cock crowed twice and he leaves 

weeping. After the emotion of the moment waned, Jesus was probably bound and lowered by a rope into a 

dungeon consisting of a pit dug in the ground.  

 Early in the morning, the chief priests, elders, scribes and the whole council consult one another, take 

Jesus out of the pit, bind Him and lead Him away to Pilate. The Romans permitted the Jews to follow their 

traditions in many areas but only the Roman ruler could execute criminals, in this case the ruler was Pontius 

Pilate. Josephus and Philo, ancient historians, said Pilate was inflexible, stubborn and cruel. He brutally put 

down several insurrections and protests; built a twenty-three-mile aqueduct using money confiscated from 

the temple and even invited the legions of Rome to enter Jerusalem and the temple area with banners 

proclaiming Caesar. Even though Pilate was a cruel leader the Jews hated (Luke 13:1), they needed him to 

sentence Jesus to death. Pilate was not fond of the Jews either but even though he disliked them, he was not 

stupid. He would defer to them as much as possible in order to keep the peace during the Jewish feasts and 

especially during Passover where the city’s population increased tenfold. Knowing the Jewish leaders would 

not want to enter his headquarters, Pilate comes out to meet them. The charge against Jesus presented to 

Pilate was not blaspheme because the Jewish leaders knew the governor would not be moved to kill Jesus 

simply because He violated one of the Jews laws which had no bearing on Rome or it’s position. So, they 

accuse Jesus of being the self-proclaimed King of the Jews, a position Caesar held exclusively in the Roman 

Empire. These proceedings were not a surprise to Pilate, after all, he would have approved the allocation of 

troops used to arrest Jesus. He knew the only reason Jesus was in front of him because the Jews wanted Jesus 

dead and they could not carry out that sentence without permission. Pilate balks because he is not convinced 

of Jesus’ guilt. Many scholars believe Pilate knew of Jesus’ popularity and heard about the miracles He 

performed, so he comes up with another option. Give the crowd a choice, surely, they would free Jesus rather 

than the insurrectionist and murderer Barabbas. (According to early Greek manuscripts, Barabbas full name 

was Jesus Barabbas (Mat 27:16-17 (NRSV)). However, Pilate underestimated or overlooked the Jewish 

leader’s ability to manipulate the crowd and influence their response. Pilate recognized the crowd’s desire to 

release Barabbas but what happens next is fascinating. Pilate asks the crowd what he should do with Him 

who you call the King of the Jews? The multitude shouts their response, “crucify him”. Pilate attempts to 

reason with the crowd, but his voice is not heard over the voices yell even louder, “Crucify Him”. So, Pilate 

satisfies the multitude, frees Barabbas and “after having Jesus scourged, he delivers Jesus to be crucified”.  

  As we read about Jesus’ capture, His delivery to the Sanhedrin, being taken to Pilate early the next 

morning, sent to Herod and then back to Pilate, it seems as though Jesus was in the power of the leaders of 

the day, a victim of events beyond His control. He is forced to endure the humiliation of being scourged and 

crucified. But the opposite is true, listen to Jesus’ words recorded in John 10:18, “No one has taken it away 

from Me, but I lay it down on My own initiative. I have authority to lay it down, and I authority to take it up 

again, this commandment I received from My Father”. Even though Pilate was a Roman pagan, the question 

he asks the crowd in Mark 15:12, “What shall I do with Him whom you call the King of the Jews?”, is a 

question everyone will have to answer. Jesus became the perfect sacrifice, demanded by God, to save us 

from God’s wrath, provide the ability to be restored into a right relationship with God and become sons and 

daughters of the Most High. The destiny of every person on the planet is determined by how they answer 

Pilate’s question. Those who accept Him are delivered from wrath, receive salvation and will enjoy their 

Savior for all eternity. Those who reject Jesus Christ as King of Kings will receive perfect justice, separation 

from God for all eternity and eventually cast into the lake of fire. (Rev 20:10) What you believe matters.  



1. What happens in the opening five verses of chapter 15? Who are the people involved?  What are 

they doing and how did each group of people react? Why? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. As you read verses 6 through 15, what was Pilates dilemma and what course of action did he 

choose? Why was his plan thwarted and what is interesting about verse 12? What is going on in verses 

13-15 Why? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Where was Jesus taken and who were called together? Why? What was done after their arrival? 

Why? What happens in verse 21? Why? (16-21)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.   Read verses 22 through 41. List the people identified in these verses along with what they were 

doing, saying and thinking.  What did you learn from your list? What happens in verse 38 and why is 

it significant? (22-41) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.  The closing verses of chapter 15 describe the events surrounding Jesus burial. Who was involved? 

What was their reaction? What did they do? Did you discover anything new by looking at the people 

in verses 42-47? 

 


