
Divine Promise Fulfilled  
Luke Chapter 2 

 

 The opening verses of Luke chapter 2 are amazing. Think of it, every event, orchestrated by God to 

fulfill His prophecy, prepare His people and execute His plan. Caesar Augustus decree, requiring people to 

journey to their own city so they could be registered, completing the days when Jesus would be delivered, 

the lack of accommodations, the swaddling clothes, being placed in a manger, an angel appearing to the 

shepherds, the heavenly host praising God, are but a few of the events given to us which reveal God’s great 

love for us as He  manifested His glory on the earth.  

 According to Leviticus 12, “When a woman gives birth and bears a male child, then she shall be unclean 

for seven days, as in the days of her menstruation she shall be unclean. On he eighth day the flesh of his 

foreskin shall be circumcised.”  So, eight days after He was born Joseph and Mary take Jesus to Jerusalem, 

present Him to the Lord, because “.;….every firstborn, the first offspring of every womb among the sons of 

Israel, both of man and beast; it belongs to Me.” (Exod.13:2), name Him Jesus, have Him circumcised and 

offer a sacrifice according to what was said in the law of the Lord.  

 Now, Simeon, whose name means “hearkening, listening intently”, enters the narrative. He was a 

righteous and devout man “looking for the consolation of Israel”. For eons the Jews had suffered judgment 

and oppression because for their rebellion against God. They longed for the comfort promised in Isaiah 40:1-

2, ““Comfort, O comfort My people,” says your God. “Speak kindly to Jerusalem; And call out to her, that 

her warfare has ended, That her iniquity has been removed, That she has received of the LORD’S hand 

Double for all her sins.” This was the consolation Simeon longed to see. The Holy Spirit was upon him and 

promised, “he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ.”  I sometimes wonder, how long did 

he know he would see the Lord and did he tell anyone else about the Holy Spirit’s promise. If so, did they 

look at him like some kook who was hearing voices? Did they say, here comes Simon, you know, the guy 

who thinks he is going to see the Messiah before he dies. Yea, that’s the guy. We may not be able to answer 

those questions or know his age, his position or the answer to any other questions, but we definitely know his 

purpose. Day by day Simeon lived, worked and looked for the “consolation of Israel”. He was a righteous, 

honest and sincere man. A man we would consider to be above reproach in New Testament terms. He was 

also a devout man with deep feelings and convictions. Simeon was a Spirit led individual. We are told the 

“Holy Spirit was upon him”, told him he would see the Messiah, and leads him to the temple at the precise 

moment when Jesus is brought in to “carry out the custom of the law”. Simeon believed, beyond a shadow of 

a doubt, he would see the Messiah. After he was given the revelation by the Holy Spirit, I am certain, each 

day he went to the temple with great anticipation and expectation, may be this will be the day the Holy 

Spirit’s promise is fulfilled. How exciting for Simeon! One day, a peasant woman approaches with a child in 

her arms. Suddenly, Simeon knows from the core of his being, from the inner recesses of his soul and the 

work of the Holy Spirit, this is the one! His waiting is over, he can depart in peace. He takes the child in his 

arms, blesses God and declares, “For my eyes have seen Thy salvation”. Simeon blesses the young couple 

but amidst his words is a warning Mary would need to hear so she would not be shocked or surprised about 

the things to come. Jesus was “appointed for the fall and rise of many in Israel”. He was destined to 

determine the destiny of His people. He would be “a sign to be opposed”. Those who should have embraced 

Him opposed Him. Simeon graphically tells Mary the pain she would suffer. He says “a sword will pierce 

even your own soul”. Her suffering would start when Jesus distanced Himself from her and reach it’s apex as 

Mary watched her beloved Son die on the cross.  

 Simon was a just man, a righteous man, a devout man, a Spirit led man surrendered to God’s will. He 

absolutely believed what the Holy Spirit told him and looked for the promised Messiah from the day he was 

told until the day Jesus arrived. As we read the events surrounding Simeon’s life, I wonder if we are as 

excited about Christ’s return as Simeon was about His arrival? We know Jesus is the Messiah regardless if 

one believes it or not. We have the Holy Spirit as a sign and seal of our salvation. We have been given 

information, illustrations and instruction on how to be a follower of Christ, how to pursue holiness with the 

goal of being holy like He is holy. We are blessed to know the events surrounding Jesus birth, life, 

crucifixion and resurrection. We have been given the signs and wonders that will precede the return of Christ 

but are we really excited about His return. Would our character and enthusiasm match Simeon’s? I hope so.  



1. Using information in verses 1-3 what year was Jesus born? Why? Did Caesar Augustus rule the 

whole world? 

 

 

 

 

 

2. The shepherds (8-20). Where they? What were they doing? What did they see and hear and what 

did they do about it? Does God’s “good will to men” apply to all men? Why or why not? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Verses 21-24 refer to several ceremonial issues. What are they and what are they about? 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Who was Simeon and what did he prophesy about Jesus? Are all his prophecies fulfilled? 

 

  

 

 

 

5. Who was Anna and what does she add to the account? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. What! Jesus was lost?! Who was responsible? Note His impact on the scribes and teachers. What 

were the three questions Jesus asked his parents? Why? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. What do verses 40 and 52 imply? 

 

 

 

 

 

For personal meditation; Are you more like the shepherds who saw, heard and then told everyone? Or like 

Mary, pondering and treasuring truth about Jesus? Or like Simeon watching and waiting for Jesus? Or like 

Anna who served God, thanking Him for Jesus birth, and spoke of Him with all seeking redemption? Or like 

Jesus, growing in grace and knowledge and in favor with God and man?   

 


