
Utterly Amazing 
Luke – Chapter 23 

 

 As the day began, Jesus was led to the chamber where the council of elders of the people assembled, both 

chief priests and scribes. Their demand, “If You are the Christ tell us”. Jesus responds by telling them, “If I 

tell you, you will not believe…” Once again Jesus poses a question to them, ““But from now on THE SON 

OF MAN WILL BE SEATED AT THE RIGHT HAND of the power OF GOD.” The Jewish leaders 

understood the question and said, “Are You the Son of God, then?” Jesus responds, “Yes I am.”  The 

religious leaders heard what they wanted to hear, the truth, but just as Jesus said they did not believe so His 

words were blasphemy to them. His words set in motion events that would result in His crucifixion in a 

matter of hours. The whole body gets up and takes Jesus to Pilate, where the Jewish leaders accuse Jesus of 

sedition but Pilate can “…find no guilt in this man”. As their accusations increase, Pilate realized Jesus was a 

Galilean so He would be under the jurisdiction of Herod who just happened to be in Jerusalem. Pilate takes 

this opportunity to put the problem of Jesus in Herod’s hand. So the Jewish leaders then take Jesus to see 

Herod. Herod was curious. He heard about Jesus for a long time so, now that He was standing before him, he 

hoped, “to see some sign performed by Him”. The chief priests and scribes were livid and “vehemently” 

accused Him in the process. Jesus would not answer Herod’s questions, so he and his soldiers treated Jesus 

with contempt, dressed him in a “gorgeous robe” and sent Him back to Pilate. Once Jesus arrives, Pilate 

summons the chief priests and rulers of the people telling them neither he or Herod could not find nothing 

deserving of death. Pilate intended to punish Him and release Him. Pilate tries to offer the people an obvious 

alternative. Should he release a known criminal, insurrectionist and murder Barabbas or Jesus. Three times 

Pilate petitions the people, they choose Barabbas and want Jesus crucified. In frustration, Pilate asks them, 

“Why?, what evil has this man done? I have found no guilt demanding death. I will therefore punish Him and 

release Him. The crowd would have none of it. Pilate gives in to their demands, pronounced a sentence that 

their demand should be granted. Barabbas is freed and Jesus is turned over “to their will”. As they go to 

Golgotha, Jesus is too weak to carry His cross so the soldiers grab a bystander, Simon of Cyrene, placed the 

cross on him. When they arrive at the place called “The Skull”, Jesus and two criminals are nailed to their 

crosses and the crosses are raised for all to see. Jesus petitions the Father, “Father forgive them; for they do 

not know what they are doing.” As the hours pass, they cast lots for his garments, the soldiers mock Him, 

one criminal hurls abuse at Him but the other asks Jesus to remember him “when You come into Your 

kingdom.” Jesus tells him, “Truly I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise”. The end is near, 

darkness fell over the whole land from the 6th to the 9th hour. The sun is obscured. The temple veil is torn. 

Jesus cries out, “And Jesus, crying out with a loud voice, said, “Father, INTO YOUR HANDS I COMMIT 

MY SPIRIT.”  And dies. Quickly Joseph of Arimathea asks for Christ’s body and places it in a tomb, cut in 

rock, where no one had ever laid. All of these events happen in a matter of hours.  

 As we look at the events recorded by Luke for Theophilus, I wonder if he ever examined the amazing 

precision of God’s plan. Jesus was betrayed by a friend as prophesied about 1,000 B.C. in Psalm 41:9.  He 

was betrayed for 30 pieces of silver as prophesied between 520 and 518 B.C. in Zechariah 11:12-13. He was 

beaten and spit upon and would remain silent before his accusers as prophesied between 701 and 681 B.C. in 

Isaiah 50:6. The words, “My God, My God  why have you forsaken me” were recorded in 1,000 B.C. in 

Psalm 22:2,7, 8 and others. Jesus carried our sorrows, was smitten and afflicted, was pierced for our 

transgression, crushed for our iniquities, died for the forgiveness of our sin, His punishment brought us 

peace, by his wounds we are healed as foretold in Isaiah 53:4-6 between 701 and 681 B.C.. The Old 

Testament contains over three hundred messianic prophecies. The odds of eight, as represented above, being 

fulfilled by one person has been calculated to be 1 in 100,000,000,000,000,000. A Living Waters article 

dated July 2, 2018 described the odds in this fashion, “If we took that number of silver dollars 

(100,000,000,000,000,000), drew a black X on only one, and laid them over the state of Texas, they would 

cover the entire state two feet deep. Now blindfold a man and tell him to travel as far as he wishes and then 

pick up only one silver dollar, and it must be the marked one. What chance would he have of picking up the 

right one? It would be exactly the same odds that just eight of the messianic prophecies would all come true 

in any one person—yet they all came true in Christ.” Astonishing, and He did it because He loves you! 



  
  

1.  Luke 23:1-7 Who were the “whole body” who brought Jesus to Pilate? What were their accusations 

and what was Pilates response? 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  8-25 What was Pilates conclusion about Jesus and how did he seek to appease the crowd?  

 

 

 

 

 

3.  Why send Jesus to Herod and what happened there? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Who was Barsabbas and why was he chosen for release? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.  26-32 Who was Simon the Cyrenian and why was he commanded to carry Jesus’ cross? What did 

Jesus mean when he spoke in 28-32to the crowd who lined the via delorosa? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. In verses 33-49, Identify those named at the cross. Who were they and who is conspicuously 

missing? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7.  What time of day is did darkness fall upon the earth? Why? What prophecies were being fulfilled 

in this crucifixion scene? 

 

 

 

 


