
The Silence is Broken  
Luke Chapter 1 

 

 Luke is the author of both the gospel that bears his name and the book of Acts. He wrote a total of fifty-

two chapters that comprise twenty seven percent of the New Testament. Luke is mentioned by name three 

times in Scripture. First in Colossians 4:14, “Our dear friend Luke, the doctor…”; Second in 2 Timothy 4:11, 

“Only Luke is with me…”; Third in Philemon 1:24, “And so do Mark, Aristarchus, Demas and Luke, my 

fellow workers.”  Both volumes are written to Theophilus, a gentile government official, to provide him with 

an orderly and well researched narrative of the “things accomplished among us……so that you might know 

the exact truth about the things you have been taught.”  It’s a good reminder that our faith is built upon 

factual foundations. Included in Luke’s writing are accounts only found in his gospel. For instance, the 

events surrounding Zacharias and Elizabeth, John the Baptist’s birth; the angel’s announcement to the virgin 

Mary; Mary’s visit to Elizabeth and others.  

 After a brief introduction, Luke tells us of Zacharias, a priest and Elizabeth his wife who were both 

“righteous in the sight of God, walking blamelessly in all the commandments and requirements of the Lord”. 

In a time when legalism, hypocrisy and oppression existed within the halls of Judaism, this couple walked 

blamelessly. Even though they were faithful, sadly, they had no children. At this time, it would have been 

both a personal and social disgrace to be childless. Many would look at their situation as a sign of divine 

punishment. (Lev 20:20-21) Their situation seemed hopeless since they were both “advanced in years”.  

 Zacharias had left home to perform his priestly duties and was “chosen by lot to enter the temple of the 

Lord and burn incense”. What Luke presents as a matter of fact statement needs to be understood within the 

context of the day.  This was an extreme honor. There were approximately eighteen thousand priests in Judea 

who were assigned specific duties by lot. This could have been a once in a lifetime opportunity, to enter the 

Temple, go to the altar of incense, stand in front of the Holy of Holies where God was present with His 

people, and offer incense on the altar representing the prayers of the people ascending to God, would have 

been the highest honor for a priest. However, when Zacharias enters the Holy Place, he sees an angel of the 

Lord standing to the right of the altar of incense and is terrified. God had been silent for four hundred years. 

He had not entered into the affairs of men and now, suddenly, an angel of the Lord comes with a message 

from God, for Zacharias and his wife. The Lord had heard their petition for a child and their prayers were 

about to be answered. The angel says Elizabeth will bear a son and his name shall be called John and many 

will rejoice at his birth, he will be great in the sight of the Lord, he will drink no wine or liquor, he will be 

filled with the Holy Spirit while he is yet in the womb, he will turn back many of the sons of Israel to their 

God and he will go as a forerunner. Zacharias’s questions the angel, “how shall I know this for certain?”. 

Isn’t it interesting, he sees the angel, is terrified, hears the message and then questions the messenger. 

Gabriel identifies himself, tells of his position before God and his purpose and takes away Zacharias ability 

to speak because he did not believe Gabriel’s words from God.  

 Meanwhile, outside the Temple, the multitude was wondering what was going on. The procedure would 

have been for Zacharias to enter the temple, offer the incense, exit, give a benediction and everyone could go 

home. But he had been in there a long time, I wonder if some of them thought the priest had been judged by 

God like Nadab and Abihu in Leviticus 10. Then, when he does come out, he can’t speak, he can’t give the 

benediction. He attempted to communicate by making signs to them but remained mute. When his priestly 

service is over, he goes home and can’t tell Elizabeth about the promise from God delivered by Gabriel, or 

they were going to have a son or anything surrounding his service in the temple. When Elizabeth gets 

pregnant, Zacharias can’t talk; when Mary shows up with her news, Zacharias can’t talk. When Elizabeth 

delivers, the neighbors and relatives rejoice with her, Zacharias can’t talk. Then, on the eighth day, they have 

circumcised their child and Elizabeth names him John. The relatives were confused but Zacharias asks for a 

tablet and writes, “His name is John.” “and at once his mouth was opened and his tongue was loosed, and he 

began to speak in praise of God.  

 I can only imagine what it would be like to have such an experience and not tell be able anyone about it 

for months. Fear gripped those living around them. Everyone was talking about what they had been told 

about these events and wondering what the child would turn out to be. After all, if he was to be the Messiah’s 

forerunner, the arrival of the Messiah Himself had to be just around the corner. Its an amazing moment! 



1. What is unique about Luke’s purpose and method in writhing this gospel? (1-4) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Describe the character of Zachariah and Elizabeth? Summarize the angel’s visit to Zacharia. 

Was Zachariah’s inability to speak a result of questioning the angel? Why or Why not? (5-25) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What was Gabriel’s message to Mary? What does it mean to “have favor” or “be favored by 

God”? How does one become favored with God. Why did Gabriel insist His name would be 

Jesus and what does the name mean? List the facts given to her about her son. What would she 

have to bear? (39-56) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. What stands out to you in the account of Mary visiting Elizabeth? Catholics call verses 46-55, 

“The Magnificat”, why? Should we pray to Mary the mother of God? Why or why not?(39-56) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. What do we learn about God, Elizabeth, Zacharias and John in verses 67-80? What was John’s 

mission and his message? (67-80) 


