
Highway to Κόλαση 
Luke – Chapter 13 

 

     I don’t know if you have ever been to Houston, Texas, but the adage  

“everything is bigger” in Texas is reflective of many things in that state. All the 

expressways are big but the Katy Freeway, or Interstate 10 west of Houston, 

Texas dwarfs them all. This 26 lane behemoth is the widest highway in the State 

and is used by over 200,000 vehicles each day. Then there is the Macau 

Expressway in in Hong-Kong, China depicted in the picture on the right. This   
highway forces 50 lanes of traffic into 20 lane checkpoint that creates traffic jams that are referred to as 

“carmageddon” or “carpocalypse” by some of the locals. Both are massive, both carry an amazing amount of 

traffic, and both are reflective of the massive highway that leads to hell.  

     Jesus opens this chapter with an all familiar call to repentance. Amidst Jesus’ teaching about the times to 

come, about judgment, He is interrupted by some of those listening to His teaching. They report an incident 

that Pilate had mixed Galilean blood with their sacrifices. Even though we are unable to tie this comment to 

a specific incident, it was in keeping with what we know about Pilates character. Pilate sent soldiers into the 

place of sacrifice and slaughtered the Galilean Jews. Their unspoken question, since suffering is always part 

of judging sin, were these Galileans greater sinners? Jesus clearly understood their unspoken question and 

responds, “Do you suppose that these Galileans were greater sinners than all other Galileans because they 

suffered this fate?” Jesus tells the crowd those who died are just like those who live, they were all sinners. 

The only difference between the two is the mercy God gives to those who deserve the same fate and yet are 

spared for a time because of His great mercy. Jesus is very direct, “I tell you, no, but unless you repent you 

will likewise perish”.  He goes on and provides them with an additional example, the tower in Siloam that 

fell and killed eighteen people who lived in Jerusalem. This calamity was not caused because they were 

worse sinners, inferior or the dregs of society. Jesus, once again, says “…no but unless you repent, you will 

likewise perish.” In their world, righteousness was measured by works that were quantified and measurable. 

This left them spiritually blind, viewing themselves as good and unwilling to see themselves as sinners. Jesus 

follows up with a parable about an anemic fig tree potentially saved by a dedicated gardener. The fig tree did 

not produce figs vineyard and owner tells the vineyard keeper to “cut it down”. But the vineyard keeper 

requests permission to “dig around it”, “put in fertilizer” to see if the tree could be saved. Either way, if the 

tree produced fruit next year it would be saved, if not it would be cut down. We do not know the fate of this 

unproductive fig tree, but it is a great reminder. God’s patience with all of us, living on borrowed time, is 

finite, repentance is an absolute necessity and failure to do so has eternal consequences.  

     As Jesus continues His journey to Jerusalem, someone says, “Lord, are there just a few who are being 

saved?” Sadly, after three years of teaching, miracles, and thousands in the crowds that followed Him, few 

were being truly saved. Jesus acknowledged this fact when He called those following Him His “little flock” 

(Luke 12:32) Jesus answers the question by telling them to, “Strive to enter by the narrow door; for many, I 

tell you will seek to enter and will not be able.” Unlike the messages we hear today, where God 

unconditionally loves you regardless of your actions and will not hold you accountable; or God wants to 

connect with you and enable you to have all you want so you can have your best life now; or all you need to 

do is come forward, pray a prayer and you are saved with no real repentance necessary. Jesus’ answer is 

frightening. The word translated “strive” comes from the Greek word,  (agonizomai). Our 

English word agonize comes from it and it means to fight or to struggle. Entering the narrow gate is a tight 

fit requiring great effort. There are many deceptive things luring those who are not paying attention away 

from the narrow gate to the broad highway to hell. One day the door will be closed, the narrow gate will be 

shut off and those on the outside of the gate will be unable to enter. Many standing on the outside will cry 

out “Lord open to us”! They will knock on the door only to have it remain shut. Then they will say, “We ate 

and drank in Your presence, and You taught in our streets” you know us, we have a relationship, let us in. 

Then, from the other side of the door they will hear a voice saying, “I tell you I do not know where you are 

from; depart from Me, all you evildoers”. Pagans, revilers, those who reject the gospel will live eternity in 

hell but so will those who were only outwardly religious and spoke reverently of Christ. Strive to be inside.  



1.  How would you explain the opening verse of chapter 13? What did Pilate do that created their 

question and how did Jesus answer it? What happened at the tower of Siloam and how does that tie 

into verse 5? What is involved in repentance? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Explain the parable contained in verses 6-9. What is the Lord telling them through this parable? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What is Jesus doing in verse 10 and describe the events that happen in verses 11-13. How did the 

synagogue official react? Why? How did Jesus respond and what was the reaction to His response? 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

4.  How would you explain verses 18-21 and why do you think Jesuses the two comparisons? 

 

  

 

 

 

 

5.  What do verses 22-30 tell us about those who were being saved? How does Jesus address this issue? 

What does Jesus warn them of and tell them to do? Does Jesus teaching match the gospel being 

presented today? Why or Why not. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6.  What did the Pharisees want Jesus to do? Why? What was Jesus response? 

 


