
Turning Point 
Luke Chapter 9 

 

 “When the days were approaching for His ascension, He was determined to go to Jerusalem…” This is a 

turning point in Luke’s gospel. Jesus fixes His eyes on Jerusalem, resolved to accomplish His Fathers 

commandments and pay a debt only He could pay. It is a moment where we witness not only Christ’s 

commitment, but the love for His Father and those He was going to redeem. Jesus knows where He is 

headed, why He is headed there and what needs to be accomplished. Notice, His attention is not on the 

triumphal entry, not the confrontation with the Jewish leaders, not on the beating He would receive after 

seeing Pilate, not on the cross, not on His Father forsaking Him as he hung on it but on His ascension. He 

knows His time has come, so “He steadfastly set His face to go to Jerusalem”. (KJV)  

 This was not a moment where Jesus, suddenly, realizes His fate, nor is He surprised that this moment 

had come. When Jesus was in Caesarea Philippi, He asked His disciples a question, “Who do people say the 

Son of Man is.” Peter’s answer was, “You are the Christ the Son of the Living God.”  Matthew’s gospel tells 

us, “From that time, Jesus Christ began to show His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, and suffer many 

things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed an be raised up on the third day.”  Just 

before that, when the Pharisees and Sadducees come to Jesus wanting a sign, Jesus tells them, “…and a sign 

will not be given to you except the sign of Noah.”  Jesus knows there is no alternative path to fulfill the 

prophecies of the Messiah contained in the Old Testament. He knew he had to die according to the scriptures 

and like Isaiah eight hundred years prior set his “face like flint, confident that I’ll never regret this”, so Jesus 

sets his face like flint to the task at hand. This tacit determination was not established when Jesus was born 

but from all eternity. He knew of the fall and the actions that would be necessary to restore mankind’s 

relationship with God. It was a pledge we see in Genesis 3:15 that was carried out at the crucifixion and 

resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Jesus actions were measured, precise and completely voluntary. He was not 

being swept away by the moment or circumstance but intently focused on what needed to happen.  

 The synoptic gospels record Jesus telling all of them, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny 

himself, take up his cross daily and follow me.” Everyone was intimately familiar with the image of a cross 

and the agony of those who hung upon it. It was a common form of Roman punishment; however, I doubt 

any of Jesus followers were able to connect the cross to Jesus. After all Jesus was teaching the teachers, 

restoring sight to the blind, causing the lame to walk, casting out demons, and resurrecting the dead. How 

could a Roman cross be waiting for Him in Jerusalem, surely it was figurative or illustrative, not literal. John 

Calvin described the power of this type of assumption when he stated, “So great is the influence of 

preconceived opinion, that it brings darkness over the mind in the midst of the clearest light.” But that was 

God’s plan before the beginning of time.  

  Interestingly, we struggle with the same assumptive blindness experienced by the crowd and 

disciples. They were told, more than once, of Jesus pending death upon His arrival in Jerusalem and refused 

to believe it until they experienced it during passion week. Then they understood but once again their 

perception was wrong. It wasn’t over! Three days later, Jesus was raised from the dead and all of His 

teaching made sense! They became men with their eyes fixed on proclaiming the gospel, determined to tell 

the world of God’s grace available to all through the atoning blood of Jesus Christ.  

 Like them, many are blinded by the preconceived opinion or assumptions, darkened minds refusing to 

even consider the veracity of the gospel, their need for forgiveness, or the reality of sin. We have more 

information than anyone in in the crowd that followed Jesus, and yet many choose to live life based on their 

assumptions. No matter how clear the gospel message is, they are governed by the unexamined power and 

influence of their preconceived opinion. Unlike those who saw the resurrected Jesus and changed the world, 

they will one day stand before a holy and righteous God to give an account for all they have done. Only then, 

when it is too late to change, will they realize the cost and finality of their decision to love and live by their 

assumptions without considering the grace available to them through Christ. 

 Opinions and assumptions are commonplace, but what are they based on? Do they line up with scripture 

or have they been influenced by the world? We need to carefully examine our preconceptions, opinions and 

assumptions to ensure they are not formed from a darkened mind but on the clear light of the gospel and the 

foundation of the Bible. Only then will our pathway be straight, our foundation sure, and our purpose clear. 



1. In what ways are the disciples put into positions of need in these two stories and how did Jesus meet 

their needs? (Luke 9:1-17) 

 

 

 

2.  Where is Jesus inviting you to serve dependent on his resources and authority instead of your own? 

Is the authority Jesus gave His disciples available to disciples today? 

 

 

 

3.  What were the people’s opinions of Jesus? Have the popular opinions of Jesus changed over the 

years? (18-22)  

 

 

 

 

4.  Why is Herod the tetrarch obsessed with John the Baptist?  

 

 

5.  What is the cross we are called to carry? (23-27). Is the cross “one size fits all” or tailored for each 

believer?  

 

 

6.  What is the purpose of the Transfiguration? (28-36). the transfiguration fulfill Jesus’ prophecy in 

27?  

 

 

 

 

7.  What application can you find in the account of the demon possessed boy? (37-45)  

 

 

 

 

 

8.  What points is Jesus making with His disciples in verses 46-62? 

 


