
Three Women 
Luke Chapter 8 

 

 Soon after the woman in the city, who was a sinner had washed Jesus feet with her tears, kissed and 

anointed His feet with costly perfume, Jesus visits various cities and villages proclaiming and preaching the 

Kingdom of God. His disciples are with Him along with “some women who had been healed of evil spirits 

and sicknesses: Mary who was called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out, and Joanna the 

wife of Chuza, Herod’s steward, and Susanna, and many others who were contributing to their support out of 

their private means.”  

 As we read these words, many may miss an astonishing point. According to the Jewish historian 

Josephus, “A woman, it says is inferior to a man in all respects. So, let her obey, not that she may be abused, 

but ruled; for God has given power to the man.” Women, of that time, were either under the authority of their 

father, husband, or male relative of the husband if she was a widow. Women had no legal status and their 

testimony was inadmissible as evidence. They could observe the temple ceremonies from a raised gallery 

along three sides of the court, but they could never take part in them. A woman whose hair was not covered 

in public was considered a harlot. Considering this background, Jesus’ responses, reactions, communication, 

and confrontations with women was extraordinary. In our text, three women are mentioned by name, who are 

these women and why does Luke take the time to introduce them to Theophilus? Let’s take a brief look at 

each. 

 Mary Magdalene must have been an immensely troubled woman. Can you imagine how difficult life 

would have been for her, battling seven demons every day, losing battle after battle to the glee of her 

tormentors? Then one day they are gone, the battle is over, the frustration, conflict has been overcome and 

she is truly free. Her attachment and dedication to Jesus was so strong it is hard to think Jesus was not the 

one to cast them out. She demonstrated a love that casts out fear, as others including all the apostles, except 

John, were hiding in fear, she is among those present at the Lord’s crucifixion and saw the empty tomb. She 

was also the first one to see and talk to the resurrected Jesus. She is by the tomb and Jesus asks her a 

question, “Woman why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?” Mary thinks it is the gardener until Jesus 

calls her by name, her eyes were opened. Jesus tells her, “Stop clinging to Me, for I have not yet ascended to 

the Father; but go to My brethren and say to them, I ascend to My Father and Your Father, and My God and 

your God.” Many think this is the Mary caught in sin and brought to Jesus, others think this is the Mary that 

poured precious perfume on Jesus feet but there is no scriptural evidence to support either supposition. If you 

do a search on her name, you will find many conflicting stories, crafted by individuals making assumptions 

that are not in the Bible to support oft times heretical positions. Her mystery has been and continues to be 

manipulated by many, even today. 

 The second woman is Joanna the wife of Chuza, Herod’s steward. The first woman was from a small 

nondescript town at the base of the Arbel cliffs, the second is married to Herod’s steward. A steward was 

usually a trusted slave or possibly a bondservant who was in charge of all the domestic affairs of a family, in 

this case Herod Antipas. The preaching, teaching and impact of Jesus Christ not only reached the poor, weak 

and downtrodden but also reached the aristocracy of the time.  Our text says, “and some women who had 

been healed of evil spirits and sicknesses”, one of these women was Joanna but we do not know the 

condition from which she was delivered. But obviously she was travelling with Jesus and His entourage. She 

also witnessed Jesus burial, resurrection, and contributed to Jesus’ ministry.  

 Then comes Susanna. Alexander Maclaren says “…for Susanna, is not a sweet fate to be known to all 

the world for ever more by one line only, which tells of her service to her Master.” Her only appearance in 

scripture is Luke’s brief “and Susanna” mention of her.  

 I doubt any of these women ever imagined you and I would be looking at their service to the Lord or 

examining the mention of their name in the Bible. They possibly shopped, cooked for and supported the Lord 

and His disciples because of their love for them and the gospel. They understood the length, breadth and 

depth of their restoration and redemption. As George Herbert said: “A servant with this clause, makes 

drudgery divine; Who sweeps a room, as for Thy cause, Makes that and th’ action fine.”  Sometimes we 

forget, all of our actions, even those considered insignificant, when done for the Lord are all acts of worship 

and praise. Take some time this week to thank the Lord for His provision and for your ability to serve Him. 



1.  Jesus is in his second year of ministry (A.D.28) called the Galilean ministry. He moves from town to 

town. What’s His message and who accompanied Him? Find out one thing about each of the women named. 
(Luke 8:1-3) 

 

 

 

 

 

2. The parable of the sower, seed, and the soils. (4-15) Who is the sower? What is the seed? And who are the 

soils? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. The Parable of the lamp (16-21) What is the main point? 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Who was Jesus earthly family? Cf Matt 13:56. Who did Jesus say His family was? 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Pretend you are teaching the account in 22-25 to a group of children. What would you say? What do you 

learn about the disciples? What do you learn about Jesus? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Demons and pigs. (26-39). What can we learn from this account about demons? Demon possession? 

People? and Jesus by His response ?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. What are the differences/similarities of the accounts of the healing of Jairus, the synagogue official’s 

daughter, the woman with an issue? What was the outcome of each? 

 

 

 


