
Message Received 
Luke Chapter 7 

 

  As the disciples of John return with Jesus’ words of encouragement to the then imprisoned prophet, 

there were probably more than a few in the crowd who might have thought less of John, maybe some thought 

his faith was wavering, or questioned why he was in prison. The multitude had witnessed the exchange 

between Jesus and John’s disciples which would have fueled the fire of doubt in the mind of some. As soon 

as John’s disciples leave, Jesus goes on to stress the importance of John’s mission, ministry, and message.  

Jesus asks the crowd a few questions, First, “What did you to into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by 

the wind?” They did not go out to see someone who was just like them, someone blown too and fro by every 

wind of doctrine. They went to see a man of conviction, unswervingly dedicated to the mission he had been 

given. A man able to stir the hearts of men and “wake up generations rotting away in self-indulgence.” 

(Alexander Maclaren) Jesus asks the question again, “But what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, but I 

say to you more than a prophet.” John the Baptist was the last Old Testament prophet, but unlike his 

predecessors, John’s importance in redemptive history places him in the unique position of  being the 

forerunner of the Messiah,  announcing to all who would hear, the King is coming; of calling people to 

“repent for the kingdom of God is at hand”  in a way no other generation had seen. Jesus explains John’s 

significance by telling the crowd, “This is the one about whom it is written, ‘behold, I send My messenger 

before your face, who will prepare Your way before You.”’ Jesus completes affirmation of John with an 

amazing statement, “I say to you, among those born of women, there is no one greater than John: yet he who 

is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.”  Taken at face value, no man who ever lived is greater than 

John. That would include Noah, Abraham, Mosses, David, Samuel, Elijah, and Elisha and many others 

recorded in the annals of the Old Testament. This either elevates John the Baptist to an amazing position or 

there is a problem with our reading, understanding and interpretation of these verses. All the people and 

prophets of the Old Testament were looking for Jesus. All of them died without seeing the promises of 

scripture fulfilled, except John. Even though John did not live to see the resurrection of his Lord, He did 

announce His arrival; He did baptize, follow and obey His Lord. John surpasses all of those who have gone 

before because of his proximity to Jesus. “Yet he who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.”  

Those in the kingdom of heaven live in a place where there is no sin, where God’s sovereignty is readily 

apparent, and where He is ever present. It is a place where men and women, made in the image of God, have 

been transformed. The perishable has put on the imperishable and the mortal has put on immortality and 

where death has been swallowed up by victory. All in heaven are greater than those on earth and the only 

way to get there is through faith in Jesus Christ.  

 Whether verses 29 and 30 were spoken by Jesus or if they reflect Luke’s thoughts is not clear and a 

matter for debate, however they clearly explain the profound impact of John’s ministry. Those that heard, the 

common people and tax collectors, understood and acknowledged God’s justice. Their conviction of sin 

resulted in the desire to be baptized with the baptism of John which is unto repentance. The other group, the 

Pharisees and lawyers, heard and rejected the message and were not baptized. The same message but two 

entirely different results. Jesus continues by telling those present a parable, “To what shall I compare the 

men of this generation, and what are they like?”  Jesus uses a simple illustration, that represents children at 

play, and no matter what the children do, there are those who refuse to participate. He shows John the 

Baptist, whose message was direct, confrontational and a warning of things to come; who “came eating no 

bred and drinking no wine” and those who refused to participate said, “He has a demon.” Jesus, on the other 

hand interacted with the people, even those who were socially unacceptable, and Who “came eating and 

drinking” and those who refused to participate said, “Behold, a gluttonous man and a drunkard, a friend of 

tax collectors and sinners.” No matter how the message is given, the results were the same.  

 There has always been an attraction between Jesus and sinners who hear the message of the cross and 

are saved by faith, repent of their sin and are recognized as children of God who will one day be with Him in 

heaven. Also, common throughout time are those who have ears and do not hear; eyes and do not see.  

 As we consider the words of Luke, we fall into one of these categories. Our decision will guide our 

path; either toward hardness of heart, pride, and a refusal to even consider Jesus; or it will draw us near to 

Him, as we yield our lives in love and faith for all eternity to the One who first loved us. Which one is it? 



1. Why was Jesus in Capernaum? Where was it? Anything about it make it a special place?  

 

 

 

 

2. In verses 2-10, what stands out to you in the account of the healing of the centurion’s slave? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. In verses 11-17,  How far is it from Capernaum to Nain? What was the reaction to this miracle? 

 

 

 

 

 

4. What was John’s question in verse 19 and what was Jesus answer? 

 

 

 

 

 

5.  Jesus gave John a good reference in 24-30. What did Jesus mean by a “reed shaken by the wind?” “more 

than a prophet?” What are your thoughts on verse 28? What reference would Jesus give about you? 

 

 

 

 

 

6. How would you explain vs 29-30? 

 

 

 

 

 

7. As you compare Jesus generation and ours do you see differences or similarities? (31-35) 

What motivated Simon the Pharisee when he invited Jesus for dinner? Good or ill? What does this account 

reveal about the woman? 

 

 

 

 

 

8.  Jesus used the parable (40-50) to try to connect with Simon. What are the main points Jesus is making? 

What was Simon’s sin? 

 

 

 

 

 


