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 John Allen Paulos in his book, Mathematics and Humor, presents mathematical concepts on the 

backdrop of humor. Here is an example, there are three types of people in the world, those who can do math 

and those who cannot. Think about it. It is an example of a false dilemma or a logical fallacy in which 

someone offers a limited number of options when additional options exist. When the options are presented, 

one is normally undesirable while the other is acceptable, rational and desirable. Rarely are we presented 

with only two options, however, in many cases there are only two options, you are either alive or dead there 

is no “tertium quid” or third option. As we come to Luke chapter 6, verses 43-45, Jesus tells His hearers 

there are only two types of trees; good trees that produce good fruit, and bad trees that produce bad fruit. He 

goes on to say, “for each tree is known by its fruit.” The product of the tree is a direct indicator of the 

condition of the tree. It is not only obvious to God but to men after all, “…men to not gather figs from 

thorns, nor do they pick grapes from a brier bush.” We get additional information from the parallel verses in 

Matthew 7:15-20, where Matthew connects false prophets to bad fruit and says they are identifiable by the 

fruit they produce. Deeds, works, or fruit are all indicators of the character and conduct that manifest the 

condition of one’s heart. This is the reason we look at the actions, conduct, behavior, disposition and 

character of those around us. We evaluate others by the fruit, or lack thereof, because it is the only thing we 

can see. However, God can see the heart behind these actions. 

 Since many of us do not live in an agrarian society, we miss some of the nuances of Jesus words. Many 

of us think the only thing one needs to do to have flourishing fruit trees is to plant in good soil, add the right 

amount of fertilizer at the right time, protect them from insects, retire to our porch, grab a glass of iced tea 

and wait for the delectable fruit to appear and harvest it at just the right time. However, cultivating an 

orchard so the fruit is delicious takes a lot of hard work. Hours of dedicated observation are required. 

Preventative, proactive and expeditious corrective action must be taken and above all there has to be a 

refusal to compromise. The same is true of our lives. Luke reminds us that a tree is known by its fruit. The 

fruit of our lives is a direct reflection of the condition of our heart and the work that has been accomplished 

to produce its fruit. Normally it takes years for a fruit tree to bear good fruit, sounds like good advice for the 

new or young believer. Grow where you have been planted. God had gone to great lengths to plant, fertilize, 

water and prune those who belong to Him. As the years pass, we mature in our faith, grow in our 

understanding and plumb the depths of scripture. Farmers have learned the use of artificial fertilizer often 

causes rapid growth but tasteless produce. Therefore, some farmers purposefully plant weeds around their 

fruit trees. Not just any weeds but weeds that are able to reduce or eliminate the nitrogen (which is great for 

foliage but bad for the fruit) in the ground and provide the nutrients required to produce delectable fruit. God 

similarly causes us to grow through the things we experience in life. I would not volunteer to experience 

sickness, poverty, a difficult neighbor, a stressful work condition but God uses each of the to strengthen us. 

The fruit of righteousness is sanctification, which springs from justification and manifests itself in holy 

living, “that comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God”. (Phil 1:11) 

 At the end of Jesus teaching on fruit trees Matthew records Jesus saying, “ “Not everyone who says to 

Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven 

will enter. “Many will say to Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your 

name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?’ “And then I will declare to them, ‘I never 

knew you; DEPART FROM ME, YOU WHO PRACTICE LAWLESSNESS.’ Who are those who Jesus will 

reject? All who have rejected Him, all who had a profession of faith without possessing saving faith, those 

who were active in church, taught Sunday school, attended prayer meetings, even taught Sunday school but 

only knew of Jesus but who’s heart was far from Him. In the final analysis, we are either sheep or goats; 

those who walking according to the Spirit or those who are walking according to the flesh; those who are  

saved or those who are not. Recognition, repentance, forgiveness, faith and 

commitment to Jesus Christ directly impact the type of fruit you bear. “The good 

man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth what is good; and the evil 

man out of the evil treasure brings forth what is evil; for his mouth speaks from 

that which fills his heart. All people bear some type of  fruit, the real question is,  



1. Luke 6:1-11- More Sabbath controversy on hunger and healing.  What were the Pharisees’ issues?  

 

 

 

 

 

2. Jesus makes a bold statement in vs 5. What does it mean?  

 

 

 

 

 

3. What was the purpose of the sabbath? Was the man with the withered hand saved? Or merely 

healed physically? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. What did Jesus do before calling the disciples, apparently, out of a large crowd ?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. How and why do the beatitudes in Luke 6:20-26 differ from the be-attitudes in Matthew?  

 

 

 

 

 

6. Verses 27-38 begins Jesus teaches on several subjects. For example; 27-28 is about how to treat your 

enemies. You love and do ‘em good.  Do your best to outline the remainder of the chapter with subject 

and response. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. Verses 39-45 is a parable about what? Seems like a number of parables all in one. What are the 

main points? 


