
Passing Through 
Luke Chapter 4 

 

 Shortly after Jesus’ temptation in the wilderness, Luke says, “Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of 

the Spirit; and news about Him spread throughout all the surrounding district”. Throughout His ministry, 

Jesus would teach in the synagogues. Those present were amazed by His wisdom, skill, and ability. Unlike 

other teachers, Jesus spoke with authority that was observable, comprehendible and palpable. He comes to 

His hometown, Nazareth, on the Sabbath, enters the synagogue, stands up and is given the book of the 

prophet Isaiah. Jesus opens the book, finds what He is looking for and reads Isaiah 61:1-2. As He sits down, 

the eyes of everyone in the synagogue are “fixed upon Him”. Jesus tells them, Today, this Scripture has been 

fulfilled in our hearing”. Isaiah’s words had been quoted numerous times, by a great number of people but 

this day, Jesus was saying the Messiah is present, here, in this synagogue, at this moment. Notice, they were 

all speaking well of Him and were wondering how such powerful and gracious words could come from 

Jesus. After all, “Is this not Joseph’s son?” Some may have wondered why Jesus stopped reading Isaiah’s 

words in that particular place. Why did He not mention “the day of vengeance of our God”. The expectation 

of many Jews was the Messiah would come, exact justice, take His vengeance on the wicked and everything 

would be as it was meant to be. Jesus knows what they are thinking and says, “No doubt you will quote this 

proverb to Me; Physician heal yourself! What ever we heart was done at Capernaum, do here in your 

hometown as well.” If You are Who You say You are, prove it. Jesus goes on to say, “…no prophet is 

welcome in his hometown”. What happens next? Jesus goes straight to scripture and brings up two 

prominent prophets of Israel, Elijah and Elisha. He says of all the widows suffering from the famine, God 

sends Elijah to a widow named Zarephath of Sidon, a Gentile, rather than an Israelite widow. That got their 

attention, the sky was shut up for three years and Elijah was set to Sidon, the stomping grounds of Jezebel to 

a Gentile widow. Jesus adds fuel to the fire as He reminds those present of the events surrounding Elisha. 

There were many lepers in the land of Israel at the time of Elisha, none of them were cleansed but the pagan 

Syrian warrior Naaman. His message was clear, unless they would humble themselves, admit their desperate 

need, faithfully follow His instruction there was nothing He could do.  

 The people were filled with rage rather than acceptance and repentance. They get up, drive him out of 

the synagogue, out of the city and up a hill so they could throw Him off a cliff, literally.  

 

 

Just south of Nazareth are the cliffs 

of Kedumim is the Mount of 

Precipice, the traditional location 

where they took Jesus to throw 

Him off the cliff. The picture on 

the left provides some perspective 

on the height of the mount while   

the picture on the right shows the limited amount of space at the top of the mount.  

 Luke then gives us a verse without explanation, he says, “But passing through their midst He went on 

His way”. WHAT! Luke does not tell us how this feat was accomplished. He doesn’t say some of the people 

in town heard of their intentions to kill Jesus, intervened and Jesus escapes amid the confusion. Luke does 

not indicate Jesus quelled their anger and departed. Nor does he say the crowd was struck by blindness and 

Jesus escapes. The text merely says He passed through their midst, maybe like He passed through the door in 

John 20:19. John MacArthur’s commentary says, “But Jesus time had not yet come…At last, the mob got a 

miracle, if not the one they were looking for, as Jesus supernaturally escaped their attempt to murder Him.” 

There were and are several ways Jesus could have passed through the angry crowd. On this side of heaven, 

we will not discover the method of His escape and return to Capernaum.  

 The mixed reaction of those hearing Jesus words was fairly consistent then and remains the same 

today. Jesus’ approach was not seeker friendly. He identified the problem, provided examples, confronted 

those present and expected a reaction. Things haven’t changed much, religious people still become infuriated 

when their actions are identified as sin as defined by the Bible or when pride and hypocrisy are revealed. 

God was in their midst and they missed it. God is in our midst, let’s not make the same mistake Nazareth did.   



1. Luke 4:1,2- Do Spirit-filled Christians experience temptation? Does the Holy Spirit lead or allow believers 

to be tempted? (cf James 1:12-15). Do physical needs, like hunger, make us more vulnerable when tempted?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. In 3-13- The word “if” is used in all 3 of Jesus’ temptations. Does that imply those tempted have a choice? 

What did Jesus choose? Do you see any patterns in Satan’s strategy of temptation Adam Genesis 3:6, the 

description in Luke 4:1-13 and 1 John 2:6? If so, what are they? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. With what and how did Jesus handle temptation? Why does God allow us to be tempted? Will temptation 

ever cease? (13) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. In Nazareth Jesus is wowing the teachers and enjoying temporary popularity with the people. (14-22) Why 

the change of attitude after His words in (24-30) If the Spirit of the Lord upon us is His call ours too? (18,19) 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. What happens when he gets back to Capernaum? (31-44).  

 

 

 

 

 

 


