
What Shall We Do? 
Luke Chapter 3 

 

 “The Word of God came to John the son of Zachariah in the wilderness. And he went into all the region 

around the Jordan, proclaiming baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.” John had a reputation of 

unswerving dedication to the Lord. It had been four hundred years since a prophet of God had been seen and 

heard in the land of Israel. Once again, God’s appointed messenger addressed the people, warned them to 

“repent for the kingdom of God is at hand”. Matthew’s gospel tells us the Pharisees and Sadducees came to 

see what is going on. John sees them, recognizes who they are, and directly confronts their hypocrisy and 

erroneous assumptions. “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?” These 

words had to infuriate the Jewish leaders. I wonder what they were thinking, “How dare you confront us, we 

have been given the right to lead God’s people. Who do you think you are?”  But John is not finished, the 

leaders feel secure because they have Abraham for their father, but John tells them God could raise up 

children for Abraham from the stones they could see before them. The issue John addresses is not one of 

being or staying in the kingdom but getting into the kingdom of God. He completes the confrontation with 

the Jewish leaders by telling them the axe is laid to the root of the tree, every tree that does not bear fruit will 

be cut down and thrown into the fire. Every individual that fails to repent and bear the fruit of repentance 

will be judged and cast from the presence of God and eventually cast into the lake of fire in the final 

judgment.  

 The crowd came from various areas, with various experiences, from various facets of life but they had 

all came to see John, hear his message, and be baptized unto repentance. What they witnessed shocked them. 

After all, if the Pharisees and Sadducees were in such a condition, what hope do they have? Luke then writes 

about three groups of people who were convicted, concerned and wanted to know what did they need to do 

to “bear fruits in keeping with repentance”?  All three ask John the same question, “What then shall we do”? 

 John’s answer to the multitude is, “The man who has two tunics is to share with him who has none; and 

he who has food is to do likewise.” His words sound like John’s predecessor,  Micah, “He has told you, O 

man, what is good, and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, love kindness and to walk 

humbly with your God.”  As selfishness is an indicator of those who are lost, benevolence and kindness are 

indicators of genuine repentance. It fulfills the second most important commandment to, “Love your 

neighbor as yourself.” 

 The second group to ask the same question were the tax collectors. This group of people were despised, 

reviled and hated, placed in the same category as thieves. They were unable to take part in any aspect of 

religious life, unable to be a witness or testify in court, viewed as traitors. John’s response to their question is 

intriguing. He doesn’t tell them to quit their jobs. He doesn’t tell them to pack up and go home. He tells them 

to, “Collect no more than what you have been ordered to.” He tells them to be honest. Stop extorting more 

money from the people, stop taking bribes and kickbacks, stop abusing your authority to become rich and 

start treating people fairly, honestly and with integrity. For them to listen to John’s words would be an 

indicator of a changed heart and true repentance.  

 Finally, a group of soldiers ask the same question. We aren’t told if the soldiers were apart of Herod’s 

guard/police, part of Pilate’s garrison or a combination of both but John provides them with three ways to 

manifest true repentance.  First, “do not take any money by force.”. In other words, they were not to shake 

people down, or take property, assets and/or money by force. Second, they were not to, “accuse anyone 

falsely”. They were not to distort the truth or twist the evidence to accommodate their desired result. The 

third and final thing John tells the soldiers is to, “be content with your wages.” Many soldiers of Christ’s 

time participated in the actions John calls to the forefront. To turn away from the abuse of authority, 

especially at the cost of personal monetary gain would be examples of repentance and a transformed life.  

 John’s message is very clear, true repentance produces the fruit of repentance and a transformation of 

one’s life that is unmistakably the result of faith. Keep in mind, the gospel at this time was a gospel of 

repentance for the forgiveness of sins.”  

 I wonder how many of us are paying attention? How many of us are on cruise control? How many of us 

are like the Pharisees and Sadducees, thinking they are safe but whose hearts are far from God? How many 

of us are, “bringing forth fruits in keeping with repentance”? Eternity is in the balance, how are you doing?  



1- Note those in power at the time of Jesus. What part did each of them play in the life of Jesus? (1-2) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2- What was the role of John the Baptizer? (2-6) Explain what the words from Isaiah mean. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3- What are the main points in John’s message to the people? (7-20) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4- What happened to John and Why? (19,20) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5- Why was Jesus Baptized? (Cf Matt 3:13-17) What was unique about His baptism? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6- Verse 23 says Jesus was “about thirty years of age when he began His public ministry, being (as was 

supposed) the son of Joseph…” What are the implications of the word “supposed”? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7- The genealogy here in verses 23-38 is very different from the one in Matthew one. Why? 


