
Teach Me to Pray 
Luke – Chapter 11 

 

 “It happened that while Jesus was praying in a certain place, after He had finished, one of His disciples 

said to Him, “Lord, teach us to pray just as John also taught his disciples.” Luke 11:1 

  Jesus would often slip away to pray. Matthew records a time when Jesus sent the crowds away, and 

went up to the peace and quiet of a mountain by Himself to pray. Mark records a time when it was still dark, 

Jesus got up, left the house, went to a secluded place to pray. After communion was complete, on the night 

Jesus would be betrayed, scripture records two prayers, His “High Priestly Prayer” and His prayer in the 

Garden of Gethsemane. One reflecting His deity, the other His humanity. But in today’s chapter, Jesus’ 

disciples had gone to “the certain place”, listened to Jesus pray and when He finished, one of the them, 

representing all of them, asked Jesus to teach them to pray as John had taught his disciples. Prayer is 

mentioned hundreds of times in the Old Testament and was an ever-present part of Jewish society. There 

were morning prayers, evening prayers and many other times when prayers were required or expected. 

Therefore, the disciples knew about prayer, it should have been part of their daily routine especially since 

they were able to witness the importance and frequency of Jesus’ prayer life. So, why did they ask Jesus to 

teach them to pray? As they listened to Jesus, there must have been a significant difference between what 

they heard and what they were doing. Something was missing. The prayer they heard did not match the 

prayers they experienced in their synagogue, or from the Pharisees, Sadducees, scribes or Rabbis. Prayer that 

reflected a knowledge and love of Scripture and a fear of the Lord had been replaced by the cold, repetitive 

and dead actions of those more focused on the traditions, ceremonies, history and following oppressive rules. 

Scripture records Jesus telling  his disciples not to pray like the hypocrites who love the attention and 

impress others by their ability to craft a sentence; do not pray to be seen by others but pray in secret; and 

don’t use vain repetition for you will not be heard because of the number of your words. Recognizing their 

need to learn, they ask for Jesus’ help.  

 In their request, the disciples refer to John the Baptist teaching his disciples to pray. John and Jesus 

disciples knew each other. They knew Johns disciples prayed because the Pharisees and scribes confronted 

Jesus by saying, “the disciples of John often fast and offer prayers” however none of John’s prayers are 

recorded in scripture. There is no example of John’s teachings on prayer, but Jesus’ disciples must have 

known of John’s instructions otherwise, why would they ask to be taught in a similar fashion. I think it is 

safe to assume, John’s prayers were different than those of the Jewish leaders. As the forerunner of Christ, 

living in the wilderness, eking out a humble existence, John’s prayers were in line with the love of scripture, 

love of God and submission to his master. He passed on his knowledge of prayer to his disciples through 

instruction and example. 

 Jesus  answers their request by saying, “When you pray, say:” He then prays a prayer that has come to 

be known as “The Lord’s Prayer”, the “Our Father” or the Pater Noster in Latin. It is, has been and will 

continue to be one of the most recognized, memorized, and recited prayers recorded in the Bible, and the 

preeminent teaching on prayer. Jesus provided them as a pattern, guideline, skeleton or outline for what 

every prayer should contain. It must rank among one of the most blessed gifts Jesus gave to His disciples. A 

gift reinforced by Jesus’ life as they watched His living example of dependence, communion and submission 

to His Father. Alexander Maclaren, in his commentary says: “The praying Christ teaches us to pray as a rest 

after service. The praying Christ teaches us to pray as a preparation for important steps. The praying Christ 

teaches us to pray as the condition of receiving the Spirit and Brightness of God.”  

 Innumerable books have been printed about prayer, millions of sermons have been preached on this 

topic through out the ages but as we examine the place and importance of prayer in our lives, what would we 

find. Thomas Aquinas once said, “It is clear that he does not pray, who, far from uplifting himself to God, 

requires that God shall lower Himself to him, and who resorts to prayer not to stir the man in us to will what 

God wills, but only to persuade God to will what the man in us wills.” Martin Luther King said, “to be a 

Christian without prayer is no more possible than to be alive without breathing.” Everyone finds time to pray 

when circumstances are beyond their control or when illness brings death to the front door. But for a 

Christian prayer is life, it's inextricably linked to faith, and directly connected to holiness. As you look at 

your prayer life, what do you see, faith, life and holiness? If you don’t like what you see, change it! 



  

1. Luke 11:1-13 Take a moment to evaluate your prayer life. What does each line say and mean? (2,3,4) 

 

 

 

 

2. Should we pray this prayer? Why or why not?  

 

 

 

3. How do verses 5-13 fit the context of 1-4? What are the main points in Jesus instructions? 

 

 

 

4. What is blasphemy? What is the main point Jesus is making with the Pharisees? 

 

 

 

5. How would you explain to a new Christian the truth of 24-26? 

 

 

6. Who is the blessed one according to Jesus? 27-28 

 

 

 

 

7. Explain the sign of Jonah? (29-32)   

 

 

 

8. “The eye is the lamp of the body….”. A children’s song we used to sing “oh be carful little eyes what you 

see…” Do a quick word search in Scripture about “eye care”. 

 

 

 

 

 

9. Jesus taking on the Scribes and Pharisees again in 37-54. What are the main points Jesus makes with 

them? 
 

 


