
 

Important; Don’t Miss It 

Luke Chapter 10 
 

  Early in the morning of May 23, 

2004, people were making their   
way through the Charles-de-Gaulle airport to board their flight scheduled to leave from terminal 2. The 

terminal had been praised for its futuristic appearance. It was a brilliant combination of architecture and 

engineering with no internal roof supports throughout the 450 meter (1476 feet) elliptical tube constructed of 

concrete rings which was both beautiful and practical. The French architect Paul Andreu, who also designed 

the French terminal for the English Channel tunnel, used the principles of tunnel construction to design this 

terminal building. Suddenly, the floor shook, and the building rumbled as if an earthquake had broken the 

quiet beauty of the terminal. Without warning the floor gives way and a 110-foot section of the terminal 

collapses killing 4 and injuring three others. Left in its wake, a hole measuring 164 feet by 98 feet.      An 

investigation revealed two causes, a lack of detailed analysis and inadequate designed evaluations that 

permitted the construction of a poorly engineered structure. There were no redundant supports. The steel 

reinforcement was poorly placed. The weak outer steel struts, concrete beams and a low resistance to 

temperature changes, all contributed to the structure’s failure. The terminal was rebuilt with a metal 

framework on the existing foundation and reopened in 2008.  

  So, why are we reading about the collapse of an airport terminal that occurred sixteen years ago? 

Because, it is a stark reminder of our ability to lose our focus on what really matters, miss a significant 

opportunity and suffer potential ruin because of it. Within the 42 verses of chapter ten are these words, “but 

only a few things are necessary, really only one”. The King James version says, “but one thing is needful”. 

As we read Jesus’ words, Martha was distracted from listening to the Lords teaching because she was 

focused or distracted with her preparations. The Greek word for distraction, περισπάω perispáō, means to be 

drawn away or preoccupied with cares or business. Scripture contains several verses on hospitality as a 

commanded attribute that should bring joy to the one serving but Martha loses both her joy in serving along 

with the opportunity to be taught by the Lord. Soon Martha’s frustration turns into anger and she goes up to 

the Lord and says, “Lord, do You not care that my sister has left me to do all the serving alone? Then tell her 

to help me.”  Amazing! Martha probably interrupts their conversation and tells Jesus, if You really cared 

about me and the burden to get everything done for You, tell my lazy sister to get up and help me. Martha is 

commanding Jesus to tell Mary to help. If Jesus tells Mary to help, she wins. If Mary responds because of 

embarrassment, she wins. Probably, at this point, many of us would have reacted poorly, but Jesus’ response 

to Martha’s outburst seems to have gotten her attention because Luke ends the narrative with HIs answer.  

 So, what about Mary? Jesus said, “… for Mary has chosen the good part, which shall not be taken away 

from her”. So, what did Mary choose that Martha missed? The obvious answer is, “the good part” but what 

was the good part? Scripture tells us in verse 39, “and she had a sister called Mary, who moreover was 

listening to the Lord’s word, seated at His feet”. Mary wanted to hear what Jesus had to say, assumed a 

position of submission at His feet. I think she was intently listening to “the Lord’s word”, so focused on Him 

that Martha’s actions, looks and anxious comments did not distract her from her intended purpose. Mary 

chose wisely, to sit at Jesus feet, listen to His teaching and capture the moment. Martha missed it all, so busy 

trying to take care of her guests, she missed the opportunity to hear Christ’s precious words. 

 Martha’s problem is alive and well today. People are anxious for a great number of things frequently 

accepting the good or better and miss the best. Jesus said, “but only a few things are necessary, really only 

one”. What was Mary doing that Martha was not doing? Mary is doing the one thing necessary, listening to 

Jesus.  It remains the one thing necessary.  

 Many would condemn Martha, but she was doing what had to be done to take care of their guests. 

However, she missed the one necessary thing. Many people today are like Martha, so busy, distracted and oft 

times frustrated by life, they miss numerous opportunities to listen to, be instructed by and comforted 

through the words of Jesus. We need to learn to be a Mary in a Martha world, listening to the words of Jesus, 

studying all the resources we have at our fingertips and start paying more attention to the one necessary 

thing, listening to Jesus words. So, as you look at your priorities, does your life resemble Martha or Mary? 



1. Luke 10:1-16. What is the purpose of the sending of the seventy and what special instructions were they 

given? 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What were the problems with Chorazin, Bethsaida, and Caperaum? Where are they located and did this 

contribute to their condemnation? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Was their mission successful? Why or Why not.  (17-24)  

 

 

 

 

 

4. What do you understand about what Jesus told those returning?  

 

 

 

 

 

5. The Shema (Duet 6:4-9) is abbreviated in Jesus’ answer to the question by the  

Lawyer about eternal life. Is loving your neighbor a ‘proof’ you love God? Explain your answer? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Is the Good Samaritan story an illustration of loving your neighbor? If so who is your neighbor? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. Is being a Martha bad? ( 38-42) Why or why not?  

 

 

 

 

 


