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 In 1837, an author in Denmark named Hans Christian Anderson wrote story entitled, “The Emperor’s 

New Clothes”. The story revolves around an emperor who was very fond of new clothes; two men calling 

themselves weavers; and the ability to weave “cloth of the most beautiful colors and patterns”. However 

“this wonderful cloth would be invisible to everyone who was unfit for job he held or who was very simple 

in character”. Eventually the charlatan weavers finish the Emperor’s new clothes woven from the fabric that 

was “as light as a cobweb”. The Emperor was beside himself, put on the cloths and believed he was wearing 

something special, something truly royal. As he paraded around naked, he believed he was dressed in his 

new clothes. No one said a word because they did not want to be classified a simpleton or unfit for their job. 

Then a little child said to his father, “But the Emperor has nothing at all on!”  The procession continued with 

the people going to greater lengths to pretend they were holding up the train of his robe but in reality, “the 

Emperor walked on in his underwear”. Sound like our society today, where is the whole truth and nothing 

but the truth is elusive and pursuit of it rare?  After all, no one wants to be classified a simpleton or unfit, do 

they. Maybe a child’s perspective is just what we need. 

 Chapter 9 opens with an encounter with a man blind from birth. The disciples, like many today, blame 

his condition of the sin of others, in this case, his parents. Who sinned that this man should be born blind? 

they ask. Jesus answer and action must have surprised the disciples. Jesus says, “It was neither that this man 

sinned, nor his parents.”  and before they can ask their second question, why then was he born blind. Jesus 

tells them the real reason this man was blind. He was born blind, “…in order that the works of God might be 

displayed in him”. As the events of this miracle unfold, the Pharisees are confronted with a dilemma. 

Standing before them is a man, known to blind from birth, able to see, healed on the Sabbath, by Jesus. The 

Pharisees interrogate the parents, and the man who can now see but they don’t like what they hear. Toward 

the end of this encounter, the previously blind man says, “Since the beginning of time, it has never been 

heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. If this man were not from God, He could do 

nothing.” He stated facts, stood firm and acknowledged Jesus as both healer and from God. Then, in 

predictably shortsighted or no-sighted fashion the Pharisees say, “You were born entirely in sin, and you are 

teaching us?” and excommunicate him.  

 One person, blind from birth, is healed by Jesus, sees not only with new eyes but also sees Jesus as 

healer, Messiah and from God. He recognizes only one from God could something that had not been seen 

from the beginning of time. Despite the pressure he experienced, and the pressure applied to his family, he 

remained steadfast.  

 However, there was another group of people who refused to see the truth even when the evidence was 

standing before them. Can you imagine the Pharisee’s and scribe’s frustration when the man, who was 

healed, refuses to acquiesce to their interrogation? They wanted him to classify Jesus as a charlatan, fraud, 

blasphemer, and one who possibly had a demon. Afterall, something must be done; the truth must be 

silenced or at least its influence diminished. Failure to do so could lessen their influence at a minimum or 

result in a total loss of authority and the ability to enforce the rules they held so dear. Their solution cast him 

out of the synagogue. I doubt that the man born blind, healed by Jesus and recognizing Him was significantly 

impacted by the punishment laid down by the Jewish rulers.  

 Sadly, this situation continues to occur every day. Each day there are those who Jesus Christ draws to 

Himself, opens their eyes physically and spiritually so they may see and believe. Similarly, there are those 

who have hardened their hearts. Who refuse to see the evidence standing right in front of them. They may be 

able to physically see but are so spiritually blind. They only trust in themselves and will desperately hold on 

to what they believe regardless of the facts presented. John Calvin may have been correct when he said, 

“Since Christ is, by His own nature, the light of the world, it is an accidental result, that some are made blind 

by His coming.”  

 Jesus provides an example for the ages. He came into the world to seek and save the lost, to give sight 

to the blind so they could see and follow His example. He shows the futility and judgment to come for those 

who decide to follow the things of this world. We have more information than the Pharisees of Jesus’ day, 

still there are many who refuse to even consider it. They prefer to be blind. I hope you are not one of them.  



 

 

1. Read verses 1-5, make a list of what you learn about Jesus, the blind man, and the disciples. What 

was the disciple’s question? How did Jesus answer their question? What is your reaction to Jesus 

response in verse 3? Explain your answer.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What does Jesus do in verses 6-12? Who noticed the blind man was healed and what did they think? 

What did the healed man tell them and what questions did they ask.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What did they do? Where did they go? Who took them? (13-14) When the previously blind man is 

brought to the Pharisees, what do they ask and how do the blind man answer their questions. How did 

the Pharisees react to his answer? What do they say about Jesus and how does the healed man react? 

(15-17) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Make a list of the things that happen after Pharisees put the blind man out of the synagogue. What 

does Jesus do? What does the previously blind man do? What do the Pharisees ask and what is Jesus 

answer to them.  

 


