
Caught, Accused, Forgiven! 
John Chapter 8 

 

 As the people who attended the Feast of Tabernacles left for home, Jesus goes to the Mount of Olives. 

Early in the morning He gets up, walks down the mount, passes by the Garden of Gethsemane through the 

Kidron valley and eventually arrives at the Temple. It is a walk that you should experience if you are ever 

afforded the opportunity to travel to the Promised Land. Watching the sunlight hit the limestone walls of the 

city is like watching the entire town awake amidst a golden glow. It is absolutely peaceful and amazingly 

beautiful. People start coming up to Jesus, so He sits down and begins to teach. Suddenly, the calmness of 

the morning and the joy of teaching is interrupted by a group scribes and Pharisees who set a woman before 

Jesus. Looking at Him, they say, “Teacher, this woman has been caught in adultery, in the very act.” There 

was indeed an issue here but where is the man. According to Jewish, law If the man or woman was engaged 

to someone else, her partner would have been subject to the same punishment. Leviticus 20:10 says, “‘If 

there is a man who commits adultery with another man’s wife, one who commits adultery with his friend’s 

wife, the adulterer and the adulteress shall surely be put to death.” We are never told about the partner of this 

woman, but we are told about the motives behind this event.  “They were saying this, testing Him, so that 

they might have grounds for accusing Him.” The scribes and Pharisees were not after justice, they were 

using this woman to trap Jesus. If Jesus tells them to stone her, He would be at odds with the Romans 

because they were the only ones who could authorize capital punishment. If He says don’t stone her, He 

would be a heretic and at odds with the Sanhedrin. From the scribes and Pharisee’s position, they had 

constructed a perfect plan.  

 What does Jesus do? He stoops down and starts writing in the dirt just like we used to do when we played 

sandlot football and drew out plays. This is the only place in scripture where Jesus writes anything, and we 

haven’t a clue about what he wrote. Some like St Augustine think He was writing things of the law of God, 

just like He did when he wrote them on tablets of stone. Others think He wrote or was reminding the 

Pharisees of Jeremiah 17:13, “O LORD, the hope of Israel, all who forsake You will be put to shame. Those 

who turn away on earth will be written down, because they have forsaken the fountain of living water, even 

the LORD.” Still others say He was just doodling as He listened. What He wrote will not be discovered on 

this side of heaven. Wouldn’t it be interesting if Jesus was writing down the names of those in the crowd and 

the sin or sins they were guilty of next to their name? As they persisted, Jesus kept writing, suddenly He 

stands up, looks them square in the eye and says, “He who is without sin among you, let him be the first to 

throw a stone at her.” Notice, Jesus did not deny the woman’s guilt, but raises the bar by exposing their sin. 

After confronting His adversaries, Jesus stoops down once more, writes on the ground and says nothing. In a 

moment the tables are turned, the scribes and Pharisees are convicted by conscience. One by one the stunned 

scribes and Pharisees leave because they know they are guilty. Not one of them says a word. The older ones 

are the first to go, maybe because they have a greater record of sin, or they realize the futility of any further 

actions. Sadly, like many today, they harden their hearts and leave in a worse condition than when they 

arrived with the woman.  

 Eventually, the only ones left were Jesus and the woman. Jesus stands up and says, “Straightening up, 

Jesus said to her, “Woman, where are they? Did no one condemn you?” We don’t know if the ones who were 

listening to His teaching are still present and it really doesn’t matter. The woman answers His question, “No 

one. Lord”. Jesus, using His authority that transcends all others, looks at her and says, “I do not condemn 

you either, go from here and sin no more”. He does not condone her sin, nor does He condemn her, but He 

commands her to sin no more. She was forgiven and Jesus wanted her to sin no more and walk in the 

newness of life. What joy she must have experienced.  

 We need to remember; we are no different than this woman. We are guilty of sin, some more than others, 

but we are all sinners in need of a Savior. We are all guilty when we are measured against God’s standard of 

perfection. But Jesus paid it all, all to Him I owe, sin had left a crimson stain, He washed it white as snow. 

He does not condemn us. How comforting it is to know as you lay your head upon your pillow each night or 

are busily working through the day God has given, you are secure in His arms. Should the Lord call you 

home, you will go to paradise as a child of God. I hope and pray you have experienced the joy this 

condemned woman felt as she looked into Jesus’ eyes, answered his question and was immediately forgiven.  



 1. As chapter 8 opens, where is Jesus, where does He go and what does he do?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What happens in verses 3-8? Who are the main characters, what is their position, accusation and 

assumption? Was their interpretation of the Law accurate? If so how, inf not why not? How does 

Jesus react? What do you think He was writing? How does this confrontation end? How would you 

explain Jesus interaction with he woman? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.  What do we learn about light, witnesses, judgment and Jesus in verses 12-21? Why did the 

Pharisees say Jesus witness was not true and how did Jesus answer their assumption? Explain verses 

19 and 21. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.  What were the Jews concerned about and what questions do the Jews ask Jesus in verses 22-30? 

How does Jesus respond and what is the result of Jesus instruction ? (30) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Make two columns in the first column list all you learn from verses 31-47. Be sure to include what 

you learn about abiding, true disciples, freedom, slavery, Jesus, Abraham and God. In the second 

column write all you learn from verses 48-59. Be sure to include the Jews perspective/accusations, 

Jesus answers, Abraham, the Jews comments/questions and Jesus answers. 

  

Verses 31-47 Verses 48-59 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You will need more room 😊 

 


