
The Anonymous Prophet 

Joel 
 

  Joel is an Old Testament enigma. With the except his personal introduction in the opening verse of 

his prophecy, little is known about the second minor prophet in the Bible. His birthplace is unknown; his 

parents are not mentioned elsewhere in scripture; and we are unable to determine the date of his 

prophetic writing with any amount of certainty. Some think he may have been a priest of the tribe of 

Levi because of his passion for the temple and sacrifices (1:9:2:13-16) but his knowledge, familiarity 

with pastoral and agriculture seem to indicate otherwise. Extra-Biblical records suggest he may have 

been of the tribe of Ruben and lived in an area north of the Dead Sea in a town named Bethom, however 

John MacArthur notes the content of Joel’s prophecy suggests he was from Judea and lived near or 

around Jerusalem. As people, we certainly are driven to investigate, uncover and reveal things that 

remain in secret. In the end, what we know about Joel fades into the background because of his amazing 

message. Don’t be deceived by the brevity of this book, it may only contain three chapters, but it is first 

to develop the often discussed “day of the Lord”. Isaiah says the “day the Lord will punish the host of 

heaven on high, and the kings of the earth on the earth”: Zephaniah says, “the great day of the Lord, near 

and coming very quickly”; Jeremiah says, that day belongs to the Lord God of hosts, A day of 

vengeance…”. Around eighty-six verses of scripture refer to the great and ominous “day of the Lord”, 

but Joel provides us some of the most striking, detailed and specific information in it.  

  Joel means “Jehovah is God”. He was called by God to minister to Judah, the southern kingdom after 

Israel became divided. For some time Judah was in decline, both economically and spiritually. He 

questions the elders and all the inhabitants of the land saying, “has anything like this happened in your 

days or in your father’s days?” Even though locust plagues seemed to be common in the land, no one 

had ever seen this amount of devastation and Joel wants everyone to tell the next generation of this 

unique and destructive event. Joel tells us, “What the gnawing locust has left, the swarming locust has 

eaten; And what the swarming locust has left, the creeping locust has eaten; And what the creeping 

locust has left, the stripping locust has eaten”. Swarm after swarm came until everything was stripped 

bare (1:7). No grapes to make wine so the “drunkards” wept and wailed (1:5); vines died, fig trees 

splintered and the branches were cast away and became white (1:7); “grain offerings and drink offerings 

were cut off” so the priests mourn (1:9). All caused by their sin, because they had focused on 

themselves, reveled in their misery and failed to recognize the provision and promises of God, He 

devastated their land. As a nation and as individuals they forgot, there is always a consequence for sin 

and a time of reckoning. The prophet tells them to “consecrate a fast, proclaim a solemn assembly, 

gather the elders and all the inhabitants of the land to the house of the Lord your God and cry out to the 

Lord for the day of the Lord is near”.  

 We will be taking a close look at the descriptions, warning and promises God thru Joel placed in this 

amazing book. Even though part of his words have been fulfilled, they will not be completely 

accomplished until Jesus comes again, and those that are His will reign with Him for all eternity.  

 As I read Joel’s prophecy and where we are today, the call to proclaim the gospel, to exhort a nation 

and a people to repentance and to recall the amazing future that awaits us should we do so, has never 

been clearer. In our time, we have seen the prince of the power of the air, twist truth into something 

elusive and perverse, attack the nuclear family as designed in scripture, suppress the truth with lies and 

replace morality with every type of immorality imaginable. Joel called a nation, priests and all the 

inhabitants of the land to repent and return to God. The Lord said, “Return to me with all your heart and 

with fasting, weeping and mourning; And rend your heart and not your garments.” Now return to the 

LORD your God, For He is gracious and compassionate, Slow to anger, abounding in lovingkindness 

And relenting of evil”. Did you notice? The Lord does not want your rend garments, He wants your rend 

heart. Rend means to tear into pieces and is in action reflecting intense grief, repentance, or holy zeal. 

Charles Spurgeon once said, “repentance grows as faith grows, Do not make any mistake about it; 

repentance in not a thing of days and weeks, a temporary penance to be got over as fast as possible, No, 

it is the grace of a lifetime, like faith itself. God’s little children repent, and so do the young men and 

fathers, repentance is the inseparable companion of faith.” He is coming quickly, we need to be ready. 



1.  How does Joel open his book? What question does he ask and what does he expect his listeners to 

do? Describe the different types of locust identified in the opening chapter and explain the devastation 

experienced by Israel. How difficult was it, what happened to the plant life and who was effected? What 

are the people told to do?(1:1-1:13) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Why does Joel call for a fast? Who is exhorted to participate and what are they told to do? Why? 

What is happening in verses 1:16-20? (1:14-20) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What do we learn about the day of the Lord from 2:1-2:17? List the things the Lord says about His 

people, land and provision in verses 2:18-1:27. What do verses 2:28-29 tell us about the Lord’s Spirit? 

Does this sound familiar? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. The description of the “day of the Lord” continues in verse 2:30, list the things we discover from its 

description in verses 2:30-32?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. What do we learn about judgment from verses 3:1-17? Who is being judged and what will happen 

when judgment occurs? What is promised in verses 3:18-3:21? From all you have studied this week, 

what stands out?  

 

 

 

 

 

 


