
Is anyone 
James Chapter 5 

     
      Bremerton was once the home of the USS Missouri, BB 63, loving referred to as the “Mighty Mo”. She 

measures 887’3’ in length, has a 108’2” beam, drafts 28’ 11” and can travel 33 knots. Her armament consists 

of nine 16 inch, twenty 5”, eighty 40 mm and forty-nine 20 millimeter guns. As ominous and formidable as 

she was, without the 1,921 sailors on board she would strike fear into no one. As someone once said, “Here 

is a great modern cannon about which have heard so much. Here is the long and graceful barrel of the gun 

pointing toward the foe. But there is nothing in that barrel by itself. Birds could nest in it. And here is the 

range finder, a delicate and beautiful instrument. And here is the shell, or the cartridge with the powder back 

of it, ready to be hurled against the foe. But there is nothing in shell of itself which can injure an enemy. It is 

only when the spark of fire is applied to the powder that that great cannon with its intricate mechanism and 

its death-dealing shell and its trained gunners becomes an instrument of power and destruction. So, prayer is 

the spark that brings the power of God and man together into an amazing instrument capable of doing His 

will.  

     As James closes his letter to the twelve tribes disbursed abroad, he lists three “Is anyone” statements. “Is 

anyone among you suffering? Then he must pray”. , kakopatheo the word used for suffering is 

from kakos (2556) evil and pathos (3806) passion or to suffer evil or sustain afflictions (2 Timothy 5:13) or 

endure hardships (John 4:10). James is not addressing the physically ill, or diseased but those who are being 

persecuted, or abused or greatly mistreated. James’s solution, prayer, “He must pray”. He must pray and 

continue to pray! Charles Converse aptly reminds us, “What a friend we have in Jesus, all our sins and griefs 

to bear! What a privilege to carry, everything to God in Prayer, oh what peace we often forfeit, oh what 

needless pain we bear, all because we do not carry, everything to God in prayer”. The ultimate source of 

perfect peace and comfort is God. As Christians, we know this is true but frequently forget. Prayer was, is 

and will always be the best remedy for sorrow and suffering.   

     James moves on to the second statement, “Is anyone cheerful? He is to sing praises.” As I read these two 

verses I am reminded of Paul and Silas responses while in prison. (Acts 16:22-30) A crowd rose up against 

them, dragged them before the magistrate, who had their robes torn off and “proceeded to order them beaten 

with rods. When they had inflicted many blows upon them, they threw them into prison, commanding the 

jailer to guard them securely; and he, having received such a command threw them into the inner prison, and 

fastened their feet in the stocks”. So, Paul and Silas were beaten, placed in stocks, what do they do then? At 

about midnight, they SING!, they sing hymns of praise to God. What a sterling example of maintaining a 

cheerful attitude in their suffering and a great example of James’s exhortation. 

    The third statement reads, “Is anyone among you sick? Then he must call for the elders of the church and 

they are to pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord; and the prayer offered in faith will 

restore the one who is sick, and the Lord will raise him up, and if he has committed sins, they will be 

forgiven him.” What do these verses mean? Does it mean if these steps are performed; the elders are called, 

they pray over and anoint the sick with oil in the name of the Lord the Lord will raise him up. Does this 

mean that person will never die, is that the promise? If this is true, we have a big problem because there are a 

lot of dead Christians buried all over the world. If we read it within the context of suffering, praising and 

praying as contained in the previous verses there is a spiritual verses physical context. The process seems 

odd to us especially the anointing with oil portion. How much oil do we use? What kind of oil is to be used, 

olive? Where is the oil to be applied? How many elders are to apply it? This had to be normal and yet 

confusing thing for Jewish Christians because throughout their history because anointing someone with oil 

set them apart for a special purpose or position or calling. However, it is not a formula resulting in a person 

never dying. There is an illness that results in death. “Now He who establishes us with you in Christ and 

anointed us is God, who sealed us and gave us the Spirit in our hearts as a pledge.” (2 Cor 1:21) God has a 

claim on every Christian. As Christ’s, we are anointed and chosen by God. Whether God choses to 

physically heal or not is His sovereign choice. At a minimum, it is a reminder that Jesus Christ has a claim 

on our life, we were bought with a price, and can therefore rest in safety and security “until the coming of the 

Lord”. (7)             

     Are verses to be practiced by the church today? Absolutely, because we are told in God’s Word to do so.  



 

1. Outline the first six verses of James chapter 5. What did you learn about wealth, the actions of the 

wealthy and it’s dangers? How does this relate to us in our day and age? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  In verses 7 thru 11, what do we learn about patients, complaining and enduring? James gives six 

practical perspectives enabling believers to patiently endure trials, what are they and how do they 

help?  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What do we learn from verse 12? What does this verse address? What is the guidance is given? How 

does this apply to us, today? 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Make a list of the things James addresses in verses 13 – 18. What do learn about the suffering, the 

sick, the forlorn, prayer and anointing with oil from these verses?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.  Describe in your own work the closing verses of James (19-20). What does “stray from the truth” 

and “cover a multitude of sins”  mean. 

 


