
Do the Right Thing  
James Chapter 4 

      

     “A man must live,” the world said to Daniel when he read the proclamation of king, Darius, that for thirty 

days no prayer should be offered save to Darius himself. “You need not pray at the open window where your 

enemies will see you; you can say your prayers, Daniel, in your secret chamber. Thus, you will escape the 

lion’s den, “Such was the worldly council. But Daniel said, “The man of faith and prayer must live within 

me”; and three times, as his wont was, Daniel opened his window toward Jerusalem and knelt down and 

prayed to the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. “A man must live,” the world might have said to John the 

Baptist when he was confronted with the enormous transgression of Herod and Herodias. “”Limit your 

strictures on immoral conduct of vague general principles,” the would might have advised John. But John 

invaded the king’s palace and, standing before Herod and Herodias, said to him, “It is unlawful for thee to 

have her!” (Mar 14:4) “A man must live,” said the world to John the Baptist. But John answered, “No, a man 

must not live. A man may have to die in order that the true, the high, the spiritual, in him-the man of God-

shall live.” And here on a silver charger is John’s head – to please the whim of a half-naked dancing girl, to 

satisfy the vengeance of a bad woman! John died; yet in the highest sense John lived – and lives – and the 

mention of his name today is like an army with banners. “A man must live,” the world said to John Bunyan 

when he was arrested under Charles II. If John had signed a paper saying he would not preach in public, he 

could have escaped prison; and if at any time during his twelve years’ imprisonment he had been willing to 

say that, he would have been released. “A man must live,” the world said to Bunyan, “especially a man with 

a dependent wife and little children, and especially when one of these children is blind, like your poor girl, 

Mary.” In the dungeon, Bunyan thought of that. He said that his heart was like to break when he thought of 

his poor blind girl. “Oh, my poor blind one,” he would say to himself, “what sorrows thou are likely to have 

in this life! How thou must go naked and hungry, and beg on the streets, and be beaten and starved; and now 

I cannot so much as endure the thought that the winds should blow upon thee!” Yes, a man must live, and a 

man’s family must live; but John Bunyan remained in the dungeon, and gave over his concerns, blind Mary 

and all, to the keeping of God. Toward the end of his imprisonment he wrote that glorious passage in which 

he said, “Unless I am willing to make my conscience a continual slaughter shop and butchery; unless I am 

willing to pluck out my eyes and let the blind lead me, then God Almighty being my witness and my defense 

- if it shall please him to let frail life last that long- the moss shall grow upon these eyebrows before I 

surrender my principles to violate my conscience.” (Macartney’s Illustrations, p. 71) 

     James said that “pure and undefiled religion in the sight of God and the Father is this; to visit orphans and 

widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world”. (1:27) In chapter 4, we read, “that 

friendship with the world is hostility toward God? Therefore, whoever wishes to be a friend of God makes 

himself an enemy of God.” (4:4) Each of these passages would take weeks to cover because of their scope 

and complexity, but this week I would like us to meditate upon the last verse of the chapter, “Therefore, to 

one who knows the right thing to do and doesn’t do it, to him it is sin.” (4:17) Doing the “right thing”, the 

good thing, the God determined morally excellent thing, the knowing what the Bible says and doing it 

especially when we don’t want to and still doing it thing. Obedience is not optional but necessary. 

     We do it because we are His we need to, “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your own 

understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will direct your path.” (Prov 3:5-6). Trust is a 

critical reason we do His will and not our own. “For I know the plans I have for you”, declares the Lord, 

“Plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” (Jer. 29:11) He truly knows 

what is best for us in every circumstance. We need to surrender our will to God’s will, “I urge you therefore, 

brethren, by the mercies of God to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which 

is your spiritual service of worship.” As you examine your life, do your decisions consistently defy God’s 

will and scripture? Or do your decisions show your life is driven by a desire to do God’s will?      

     Character is not developed in moments of comfort or ease but in moments of crisis, controversy, trial or 

testing. Martin Luther King said, On some questions, cowardice asks, “is it safe.” Expedience asks, “Is it 

politic.” Vanity asks, “Is it popular.” But conscience asks the question, “Is it right.” The desire to do and 

decision to follow God’s will is indicative of a transformed life. How are you doing? 



 

1. Make list of the behaviors, identified in the first three verses of this chapter along with their sources,  

results and actions.  (1-3) How are they evidenced in our world today? Hedonism?   

 

 

 

 

 

2. What do verses 4-6 have to say about friendship with the world? What is “friendship with the 

world”? How is friendship with the world identified today. Why is God opposed to the proud? What 

grace is given to the humble?   

  

 

 

 

3. List the ten commands contained in verses 7-10 and explain each. What can we learn from this list? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. What do verses 11 and 12 tell us about slander and judging others. What are we to do and what are 

we to avoid? Is it a problem today? If so, how do we fix it or how should we approach it? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.  What does the writer address in the closing verses of this chapter? (13-17) What are the problems 

and solutions provided in these verses. What does verse 17 mean and how should we apply it today? 

 


