
From Above or From Below? 
James Chapter 3 

 

      Each day we are bombarded by information, some wanted but much of it unsolicited. Emails, meetings, 

tweets, texts, blogs, Facebook, an avalanche of spam (not the canned kind) greet us every morning and 

follow us through the day. There are so many things vying for our time, that often we miss the ones we want 

or need because they just get lost in the noise. T.S. Eliot, the Nobel Prize winner for Literature in 1948 and 

the American Medal of Freedom in 1965, wrote these lines in “Choruses from the Rock”, “Where is the 

wisdom we have lost in knowledge? Where is the knowledge we have lost in information?” Knowledge is 

cumulative and can be stored, horded, taught, traded, learned, acquired through study, searched for on the 

internet, or discovered in books. Sir Francis Bacon, in his book “Meditationes Sacrae” says, “knowledge is 

power.” It means that knowledge is more powerful than physical strength and no great work can be done 

without it. Wisdom is different. It isn’t simply intelligence or knowledge or understanding. It is not acquired 

in textbooks, by hearing others wax eloquent on a subject. To the world, wisdom is difficult to define 

because of its many facets but people recognize it when they encounter it. “Psychologists tend to agree that 

wisdom involves an integration of knowledge, experience and deep understanding that incorporates tolerance 

for the certainties of life as well as it’s ups and downs.” That was really helpful? Isaac Asimov, author of 

Isaac Asimov's Book of Science and Nature Quotations, writes, "The saddest aspect of life right now is that 

science gathers knowledge faster than society gathers wisdom."  

     James has already addressed a need for wisdom in chapter one, exhorting those who lack wisdom to, 

“…let him ask of God, who gives to all men generously and without reproach and it will be given to him.” 

Here he breaks wisdom down into two basic positions. Wisdom is either “not that which comes down from 

above” or it is “wisdom from above”. Wisdom “not that which comes down from above” is worldly wisdom. 

It’s described as bitterly jealousy, selfishly ambition in the heart, lies against the truth, earthly, natural, and 

demonic. “For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there is disorder and every evil thing.” (16). 

Disorder,  akatastasia, means unstable, confusing of which God is not the author. (1 Cor. 

14:33). The person who claims to be a Christian and yet lives a proud, arrogant, self-centered, jealous, 

sensual and worldly life is not who he says he is and “lies against the truth”. It is a form of wisdom that God 

has, “made foolish” (1 Cor 1:20), through which we can not know God (1 Cor 1:21) and by which God 

shames the wise (1 Cor 1:27). It is a wisdom whose fog of complex and convoluted logic attempts to hide the 

simple message of God and the Cross.  

     The other kind of wisdom, referred to as “the wisdom from above”, is “pure, then peaceable, gentile, 

reasonable, full of mercy, and good fruits, unwavering, without hypocrisy”. In Proverbs chapter 1 verse 2, 

we read, “to know wisdom and instruction, understand words of insight, to receive instruction in wise 

dealing” provides roadmap to wisdom from above. The beginning of our journey can be found in Proverbs 

1:7,  “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge; Fools despise wisdom and instruction.” In the 

New Testament, wisdom is tied to the gospel and action, “Everyone who hears these words of Mine and acts 

on them, may be compared to a wise man who built his house on the rock”. (Mat. 7:24) As John MacArthur 

says, “There can be no wisdom from above apart from a saving relationship with Jesus Christ, who is 

Himself, ‘the power of God and the wisdom of God.’” (1 Cor 1:24; Col 2:3). “Wisdom from above will 

never be sought until it is prized. It will not be prized until the preeminence of Christ is treasured above all. 

This leads us to our confessed need of God’s grace. Without it, we will not prize Christ or His preeminence, 

for we will remain susceptible to all of the idols that this world offers and that our hearts can manufacture. 

The heart of the problem is always the problem of the heart.” (Harry Reeder, Nov 28, 2016, the Biblical Map 

to Wisdom).  

     The question is, what side are you on? Is your wisdom not from above where your habits, actions and 

lifestyle are no different from that of the world? Are you playing both ends against the middle, never 

committing, deluding yourself into some kind of false security convinced? Maybe you are a groupie, hanging 

out just in case this Jesus thing is real? Or is your wisdom from above accessed through the blood of Christ, 

sourced by Scripture, taught by the Holy Spirit resulting in a continual walk toward holiness, righteousness 

and life pleasing to God as one who is all in? How do you know? Examine your life! 



1. How would you explain the warning contained in verses 1 & 2? Look up the following verses, what 

do they have to say about false teachers and false doctrine.  (Ezek. 3:17–19) (1 Tim. 1:3–7) (Matt. 23:2, 

5–7) . (2 Pet. 2:1–3) 

 

 

 

 

2. How would you explain “perfect man”? What did the writer have in mind when he used this word?  

What do you think, “he is a perfect man, able also to bridle the whole body” mean? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. The writer uses 2 analogies to describe the tongue, what are they and what are the nuances of each 

example?  

 

 

 

 

4. What characteristics of the tongue listed in verses 5 thru 12? Explain each. Which characteristic of 

the tongue is the one you have to work on most? Why? How are you doing? 

 

 

 

 

5.  Verses 13 thru 18 describe and contrast worldly and Godly wisdom. List and describe the 

characteristics of wisdom listed in these verses. With what you have learned about wisdom in these 

verses, how would you describe the wisdom we see around us today? Why? 


