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James Chapter 2 

 

     Soteriology is the doctrine of salvation which includes actions of the past, present and future. It covers 

personal, national and cosmic issues; it has angelic implications; and is a major theme of both the Old and 

New Testaments which centers on the purpose, plan and person of Jesus Christ. The Greek word for 

salvation is  soteria derived from  soter which means savior. We think of deliverance, safety, 

sound doctrine, restoration, healing, and preservation when it is used today. Salvation is the free gift of God 

to man by grace alone, by faith alone, through Christ alone. Salvation accomplishes and includes 

regeneration, forgiveness, redemption, reconciliation, propitiation, justification, imputation, and 

sanctification all done for the glory of God alone. “It is finished”, Jesus’ words were a declaration, salvation 

including every nuance was complete, lacking in nothing, totally sufficient to provide man with the 

opportunity to have a right relationship with God.  

     So, how do our works fit into salvation? What part does our work play in the grand scheme of things? 

Every religion on the planet ties our work or actions into their religious mantra. It seems right to a man, that 

our actions should result in a corresponding benefit or deficit. To say it another way, from a religious 

standpoint, our actions should result in either rewards or punishments (blessings or cursing). After all, to do 

otherwise would seem unjust and wrong because it goes against our idea of justice and ethics. Proverbs 

14:12 reminds us, “there is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way of destruction.” There are 

many “religions” in the world based on the wisdom of man that will resulting in a final judgment by God. 

Biblical Christianity, however is not based on the works of man. Ephesians 2:8-9 tell us, “For by grace you 

have been saved through faith; and not of yourselves; it is a gift of God; not of works, lest any man should 

boast.”  So how do works fit into the picture and are they of any lasting value? 

       Faith, real saving faith, starts with regeneration. Why? Because the dead do not respond, react, 

communicate or care about anything until they are made alive. Yes, we may breathe, eat, drink and be merry 

but spiritually we are dead, children of wrath, destined for destruction. Until regeneration occurs in us, we 

are among the walking dead, spiritually destitute, unable to please God. However, once regeneration occurs, 

along with all the other facets of salvation life changes. Belief and behavior go hand in hand and the natural 

outcropping of our rebirth is not only a belief in it but a desire to live it. Works are a direct result of our faith 

that’s why James writes, “faith without works, is dead, being by itself.” He says this after admonishing his 

readers by saying, ““What use is it, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but he has no works? Can that 

faith save him? If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food, and one of you says to 

them, “Go in peace, be warmed and be filled,” and yet you do not give them what is necessary for their body, 

what use is that?”  It reminds me of another story. In 1888, William Booth returned to London from a 

campaign in the south of England and did not sleep well. Bramwell, his son, lived nearby and when he 

entered the room he notices his father pacing. Suddenly William said, “Here Bramwell, do you know that 

fellows are sleeping out at night on the bridges? Sleeping all night on the stone?”. Bramwell said, “Yes, 

General, why, didn’t you know that?’ William was thunderstruck, “You knew that!”, he said, “and you 

haven’t done anything!” Bramwell reminded his father of the dangers of indiscriminate charity and the 

organization could not meet everybody’s need. The General then said, “Oh, I don’t care about all that stuff, 

I’ve heard it before. But go do something, Bramwell, do something! Get a shed for them”, he ordered, 

“anything will be better than nothing, a roof over their heads, walls around their bodies”, and then he added, 

“you needn’t pamper them”. What was the name of this organization? The Salvation Army 

     I think R.C. Sproul hits the nail in the head when he said, “When you die and go to heaven, God will give 

you a reward for whatever degree of obedience you have rendered to Him in your Christian life. The reward 

that God bestows upon you in heaven will be given according to your works but not because your works are 

so righteous and meritorious that they impose an obligation upon God to reward them. God has graciously 

given us the promise that He will reward whatever obedience we give Him. He doesn’t have to, but out of 

His goodness and grace, as Augustine said, ‘He crowns His own gifts.’ Our entrance into heaven is strictly 

by the righteousness of Christ. Our reward in heaven will be granted according to the works of obedience 

that we render.” All the result of our loving desire serve and glorify God all the days of our life.  



 

1. What does chapter 2 say about the rich, the poor, the oppressed and favoritism? What can we learn 

from the first seven verses this chapter? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What is the “royal law? How is partiality a sin? What do we learn about sin in verse 10? Is it the 

same today why or why not?   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  3. What is the “Law of Liberty”? How were the judged by it? What do we learn about judgment in 

verse 13? Does this mean we are not to judge? Why or why not? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. How are faith and works explained in verses 14 – 20? What kind of faith is represented in these 

verses and what is their result? Is this warning and call to action applicable to us today? How? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.  The closing verses of chapter 2 (21-26), faith and works are favorably presented. What is the 

writer’s point and what illustrations does he use to explain his point? Explain verse 26 in your own 

words.  

 


