
Don’t Drift  
Hebrews 2 

 

  With all the computer aids, auto correction and programs that will evaluate the educational level of 

your writing available to us, I wonder how many people use a thesaurus. If you were to look up “not 

paying attention” in a thesaurus the following words would be listed as synonyms; becoming inattentive, 

neglectful, preoccupied, distant, absent, detached or in a world of our own. Since we are naturally inclined 

to that end, “not paying attention” can be done with very little effort. When we add distraction to the list, 

we have all the necessary the ingredients for a perfectly poisonous porridge. In a 2010 article in the 

Journal of Consumer Research, by Melanie Dempsey and Andrew Mitchell told people about two brands 

of pens. One was superior to the other and should have been chosen by people who were given the 

opportunity to take one. Their experiment put two sources of information before the people before they 

made their selection. Some people did what they thought was an unrelated experiment in which the 

images quickly flashed on the screen. Some of the images connected the brand name pen that had inferior 

properties coupled with a set of positive items. As a result of watching these images, 70-80% of the 

participants selected the pen connected with the positive images even though they had the information 

that the pen was of inferior quality. This may have been a revelation to Dempsey and Mitchel but it has 

been a tool of our adversary for years. If we choose to go down the easy path, or feed our passions, or fail 

to pay attention, our adversary wins.   

 The writer begins chapter 2 with a warning about neglect and drifting away from what we have heard. 

We know from Romans 10:17, “consequently, faith comes from hearing and hearing by the word of 

Christ”. Many people have perfectly good hearing but never hear what is said. How many people are 

headed for eternal justice because they have neglected the gospel, drifted away from what they have heard 

only to realize their mistake when there is no escape from the wrath to come.  The author tells his readers, 

“For this reason…” because God has given us His final word in Jesus Christ, the heir of all things, who 

made the world, who is the exact representation  of His nature, who holds all things together by the word 

of His power, who made purification of sins and sat down at the right hand of the majesty on high, who is 

much better than the angels for a multitude of reasons,  they “… must pay closer attention to what we 

have heard, lest we drift away from it”. Drift means to be carried away slowly by a current of air or water. 

it is often undetectable. William Edward Parry was an English rear-admiral and artic explorer who’s 1819 

voyage through the parry channel was probably the most successful in the long quest for a Northwest 

Passage. In 1827, he attempted one of the earliest expeditions to the north pole. Eventually Parry reached 

82°45′ north latitude setting a record that stood for five decades.  Once, Parry and his crew were exploring 

the Northwest Passage and needed to go further north to continue their chartings. They calculated their 

location by the stars and began a treacherous march. After many hours they stopped, exhausted. Parry 

discovered they were now further south than when they started. He and his crew had been navigating 

through constantly moving ice floes and against a southward current. At one point they realized they had 

only progressed one mile in five days due to the ice moving four miles south per day. Parry had expected 

to be on an unbroken ice plain but instead found that they were on an ice floe that was traveling faster 

south than they were walking north. In a manner, Parry was taking one step forward, two steps back. 

   Unlike Perry’s mistake, drifting from what we have heard has eternal consequences. Jesus has revealed 

our salvation paying the price for our sin. The Apostles testified to the power of God unto salvation. The 

Holy Spirit had been given in a way never seen in the Old Testament. The writer’s warning to pay 

attention means we need to continually remember the magnitude of God’s gift of grace. We need to 

actively draw near to God and have Him draw near to us. We need to diligently study God’s Word 

searching, exploring and discovering the mind of God so that we grow in love, dedication and obedience 

to Him all the days of our lives. For there is no escape if we neglect so great a salvation. Of the billions of 

people who have lived, how many were so close to salvation but drifted away because they did not pay 

attention to what they had heard? How many think they are walking with God, but should they examine 

their lives would discover they are moving faster and farther away from God? Are we paying attention? 



1.  The second chapter starts with, “For this reason”, what is the reason? What actions are required 

to “pay much closer attention”? What had they heard and how would they drift away from it? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.   What are some examples of the words spoken by angels? Are they alterable? Is there way for us 

to escape and what are we escaping from? How can one “neglect so great a salvation”? Does this 

mean you can neglect and lose your salvation? Why or Why not? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.  What do we learn about man, man’s position and Jesus Christ in verses 5-9? What do we learn 

about the world to come? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. What does “a little while lower than the angels” mean? What happened as a result of His 

“suffering of death”? (See Romans 6:5-11; Revelation 5:9-10; Revelation 20:4; Isa 2:2-4 and Is 

35:1-2) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. What did Jesus do that we will also do because we are His?  Why does God not give help to the 

angels? Why does He give help to the descendants of Abraham? Why was Jesus made like his 

brethren in all things, what did that accomplish and why is it better? 


