
To Do and Not To Do 
Hebrews Chapter 13 

 

     Gaius Plinius Caecilius Secundus, born Gaius Caecilius or Gaius Cilo, better known as Pliny the Younger 

was a lawyer, author and magistrate of Ancient Rome. As an imperial magistrate under Tarjan, he wrote 

hundreds of letters many of which survive today and provide a glimpse into the relationship between the 

imperial office and provincial governors. Here is an excerpt resulting from an investigation into Christian 

crimes, “they (Christians) declared that the sum total of their guilt or error amounted no more than this; they 

had met regularly before dawn on a fixed day to chant verses alternately among themselves in honor of 

Christ as if to a god, and also to bind themselves by oath, not for any criminal purpose, but to abstain from 

theft, robbery and adultery, to commit no breach of trust and not to deny a deposit when called upon to 

restore it. After this ceremony it had been their custom to disperse and reassemble later to take food of an 

ordinary harmless kind.” Sadly, his findings did not keep him from killing those who proclaimed to be 

Christian. He would call them, ask them if they were Christians three times and if they answered in the 

affirmative they were taken away and killed. If the Christian was a Roman citizen, they were placed in prison 

and sent to Rome.  

     “The world takes its notions of God from the people who say that they belong to God’s family. They read 

us a great deal more than they read their Bible. They see us; they only hear about Jesus Christ”. Alexander 

Maclaren wrote those words over one hundred years ago and they still ring true today. The closing chapter of 

the letter to the Hebrews is made up, almost entirely of, exhortations. They run the gamut telling the reader 

to love the brethren, to show hospitality, to remember prisoners and those who are ill-treated, and to honor 

marriage. He addresses characteristics of Christian character telling his readers to be free from the love of 

money, to be content with what they have, to remember those who led you and spoke to you about the word 

of God, to consider their conduct and to emulate their faith. He warns them not to be carried away by strange 

teaching but to continue offering a sacrifice of praise to God, thanks to God, to do good, to obey your 

leaders, and to pray. The foundation of Jesus’ superiority has been laid down throughout the letter. Jesus is 

preeminent or over everything, literally. This chapter focuses on the Christian’s walk or the manner of life 

that was so well lived and so impressive that it draws the attention of even those who did not believe. Jesus 

says in John 13:35, “By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you love one another.”   

   Throughout this epistle, the writer wants them to cultivate patience, endurance and hold fast to their 

confession to the end. He wants his readers not to be discouraged because hope has been deferred, He has 

come and will come again. Many Old Testament saints, both men and women were sterling examples of 

those who died in the hope of the promise but they did not witness the fulfillment of that promise. Even more 

that those, Jesus Christ’s dedication, commitment, obedience and endurance should be the example which 

causes them and us to press on toward obedience to God and run the race that has been set before us.  

     As we worked our way through this epistle, we read thirty-five quotations from the Old Testament along 

with many references, processes and comparisons all used to show the reader the things which were once 

hidden in mystery have now been brought out into the open. All of this to show the clearly revealed 

redemptive of plan in Jesus Christ. I think the letter to the Hebrews provides the most information, in a 

concise and descriptive format, relaying both God’s purpose and plan for mankind connecting the Old and 

the New in such away we should be able to see the purpose of the old and the superiority of the new.   

     In the closing verses, he blesses his readers with a prayer and petition familiar to his Jewish readers. 

Someone said, “these two verses in Hebrews 13 (vs 20-21) rank among the most powerful blessings found in 

Scripture. They gather up the passionate concern of the writer for his readers; spiritual growth and stresses 

the major factors to make that growth possible; the God of peace, the blood of the eternal covenant, the 

resurrection of Jesus, His Shepherd care for His sheep, the indwelling life of God Himself, the equipping of 

the Spirit, the aim to please God, the eternal glory and Lordship of Jesus. It is all there in one glorious 

outpouring of good wishes and confident certainty.”  

     Some zealous young people attending a conference decided to spend the night praying. The next morning, 

they came to the D.L. Mooddy and said, “We have just come from a wonderful all-night prayer meeting. See 

how our faces shine!” D.L. replied, “Moses knew not that his face shone.” Let’s be a witness of Christ 

through our lives that others may be influenced by how we run the race and not our superficial actions. 



 1. How would you describe “love of the brethren”? Who are the strangers in verse 2? How ouwld you 

explain, “for by this some have entertained angels without knowing it? What are the writer’s point 

and purpose in verse 3?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  Describe what “Let the marriage bed be held in honor among all”. What are some possible reasons 

for including this along with Let the marriage bed be undefiled? How is the marriage bed defiled? 

What do we learn about character and contentment in verses 5 & 6 ? 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Make a list of the writer’s exhortations in verses 7-9. Explain each and which ones would be 

applicable to our day and age? Why?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Who is the “We” in verse 10 and are they allegorical, metaphorical, analogical or literal? Why?  

What is the significance of “offering for sin, are burned outside the gate”?How would you explain 

verses 10-14? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.  What would be the impact on a life long Jew as they read verses 15-16? What were the readers 

exhorted to do and why were they told to do it? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. The closing words of his letter, the writer addresses their leaders, asks for prayer and gives a 

benediction. What doe he urge them to do? Why? What part of the benediction (20-25) caught your 

attention? Why?   

 

  


