
Here I Stand  
Galatians  1 

 

 

In 1215, King John’s subjects forced him to accept the Magna Carta, a document which proclaimed 

freedom for the citizens of England and limited the power of the king. This document became the basis 

of constitutional law in both England and the United states. The same has been said about Paul’s epistle 

to the Galatian’s. It has been referred to as the Magna Carta of Christian liberty.  
 

Martin Luther’s said, “The epistle to the Galatians is my epistle. To it I am, as it were, in wedlock, 

Galatians is my Katherine.” (Katherine was Luther’s wife) Through the careful and meticulous study of 

Scripture especially Galatians, he discovered God’s plan for the salvation of mankind lay not in the 

positions, doctrines, indulgences, authority of the catholic church, nor in the pope, but was through an 

amazing work of God’s grace through faith in Jesus Christ. Luther used Galatians more than any other 

book in the Bible to develop his theology building upon the foundation of Galatians 2:16, “nevertheless 

knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the Law but through faith in Christ Jesus, even we 

have believed in Christ Jesus, so that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the 

Law; since by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified.” This discovery concerning salvation 

contradicted the long-standing position of the Roman Catholic church. Salvation through works as 

determined by the church had been around for approximately 1000 years. Luther adeptly defended the 

scriptural position that salvation was through grace alone, through faith alone in Christ alone. A position 

which caused the Holy Roman Church to summon him to the Diet of Worms. (A diet was a formal 

deliberative assembly to directly address and correct problems). When asked to recant his position and 

his writings Luther responded, “Your Imperial Majesty and Your Lordships demand a simple answer. 

Here it is, plain and unvarnished. Unless I am convicted of error by the testimony of Scripture or by 

manifest reasoning I stand convicted by the Scriptures to which I have appealed and my conscience is 

taken captive by God’s Word, I cannot and will not recant anything, for to act against our conscience is 

neither safe for us, not open to us. On this I take my stand. I can do no other. God help me.” Pope Leo X 

excommunicated Martin Luther in 1520 and the Holy Roman Emperor Charles the V condemned Luther 

as an outlaw. Luther returned to Wittenberg Castle Church in Eisenach, went into hiding for 110 

months, organized a new church, gained many followers and received the support from the German 

princes. He also served as the dean of theology at the University of Wittenberg.  
 

Paul wrote Galatians to call the wayward Galatians back to faith and belief in the unchangeable gospel 

of justification by the free grace of God, received in faith and not by works of the Law. He was 

answering specific problems. Not long after the Galatians had heard and responded to the gospel 

message, false teachers and Judaizers arrived on the scene presenting a false gospel. One which required 

circumcision for the uncircumcised. You can almost hear them say, “That’s OK, but if you really want 

to be set apart and fully experience God’s grace you need to adhere to the covenant God gave to all of 

His people and become circumcised.” They accused Paul of being a renegade, defiant. They said Paul 

had argued with Peter about the need for the Gentiles to become Jews in order to be Christians, and 

preached circumcision for salvation (5:11) but changed it to accommodate the Gentiles. The Galatians 

were interested in both the rumors about Paul (Proverbs 18:8) and this new gospel. They were drawn 

away from the authentic gospel and the result was dissention, division and confusion.  Once again, this 

required Paul to carefully affirm his apostolic credentials. He was not sent by men nor through any other 

organization, he was appointed to his position by Christ and was therefore equal in every way to the 

Twelve. (1:12, 15-17; 2:2, 7-9). Paul then contrasts  different gospel with the authentic gospel; man’s 

reasoning with God’s revelation, law with grace, works with faith, bondage with freedom, defeat with 

victory, condemnation with exoneration, the old covenant with the new covenant, living in the flesh and 

walking in the Spirit, falling from with standing firm in grace, to remind them they are no longer in 

bondage to sin or religious legalism. They were delivered from bondage by Jesus Christ and given 

amazing freedom. Paul’s message to the Galatians rings true even today as personal freedom, divergent 

philosophies and false gospels run rampant both inside and outside of the church.  



 

1.  Read Paul’s letter to the Galatians and construct a brief outline of the letter. What did Paul 

write the book? What are his main points?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. As you read the first 2 verses of Galatians chapter 1, why do you think Paul introduced or 

started the letter with such a statement? What does Paul stress and why does he stress it? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.  List the major components or points of Paul’s as contained in verses 3-5. What does his 

statement, “…deliver us out of this present evil age…” mean. What did they need delivered from? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. In verses 6 thru 9, what amazes Paul? Why does it amaze him? What were the Galatians 

actually deserting? What does it mean to be “accursed”? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Paul concludes chapter 1 with a list of his credentials and accomplishments in ministry. Make a 

list of each, which ones were the most impressive to you? Why? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


