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Standing, as, we do today, by his coffin and his sepulcher, let us resolve to carry forward the policy which 

he so nobly begun. Let us do right to all men. Let us vow, in the sight of Heaven, to eradicate every vestige 

of human slavery; to give every human being his true position before God and man; to crush every form of 

rebellion, and to stand by the flag which God has given us. How joyful that it floated over parts of every 

state before Mr. Lincoln's career was ended! How singular that, to the fact of the assassin's heels being 

caught in the folds of the flag, we are probably indebted for his capture. The flag and the traitor must ever 

be enemies. 

Standing on the oak covered hillside at Springfield on a bright May morning in 1865, Bishop Simpson 

continued to deliver a noble eulogy. In this oration Simpson revealed the fact that Lincoln had frequently 

said to him, I never shall live out the four years of my term. When the rebellion is crushed, my work is 

done.” In the concluding paragraph, Simpson said: “Chieftain, farewell! The nation mourns thee, Mothers 

shall teach thy name to their lisping children, The youth of our land shall emulate thy virtues. Statesmen 

shall study thy record, and from it learn lessons of wisdom. Mute though thy lips be, yet they shall speak. 

Hushed is thy voice, but its echoes of liberty are ringing through the world, and the sons of bondage listen 

with joy. Thou didst not fall for thyself. The assassin had no hate for thee. Our hearts were aimed at; our 

national life was sought. We crown thee as our martyr, and Humanity enthrones thee as her triumphant son. 

Hero, martyr, friend, FAREWELL.  

Unfortunately, we live in a time where a compartmentalized life seems to be the norm. 

Compartmentalization is an unconscious psychological defense mechanism used to avoid cognitive 

dissonance, or mental discomfort and anxiety caused by a person’s having conflicting values, cognitions, 

emotions, beliefs, etc. within themselves. It enables a person to know what they should do and ignore it so 

that he or she can do what they want in a given situation. Unlike President Lincoln, there is another 

president who lived a compartmentalized life where his actions as a president was considered (by some) to 

be stellar and his private life was scandalous. As the events of his private life became front page news, many 

dismissed the disparity, compartmentalized their thought and response, and didn’t care about the character 

conflict.  

Two examples from two different periods of time yet both reflect that actions are indicative of what drives 

our lives. In the fourth chapter of Ephesians, Paul exhorts his readers to “walk in a manner worthy of the 

calling with which you have been called.”  They were the ecclesia, the called-out ones. They were no longer 

children of wrath but fellow heirs of the gift of grace. They were called from darkness unto light, from 

damnation to salvation, from hedonistic paganism to a glorious relationship with Jesus Christ. From this 

point to the end of the letter Paul urges Christians to live in accordance with their calling. How many times 

do we see things in relation to ourselves or how it will make us feel or impact our lives. But Paul’s 

perspective was different. His motives were driven by Christ. His purpose, teaching and preaching were all 

driven by his love of the Lord. He was truly held captive by his Lord, driven by His standards, adopting His 

objectives, and his spiritual position matched his practical living.   

Right living goes hand in hand with knowing God. It is impossible to be a faithful Christian in this life 

without knowing who God is, what God has done, and what God expects. How can one live a life pleasing 

to God without knowing what God Himself is like and how He wants us to live. The person who immerses 

him or herself in the word of God, who saturates their mind with His word, His wisdom and recognizes His 

love will see everything through God’s divine grid. We need to continually “put on the new self, which in 

the likeness of God has been created in righteousness, and holiness and of the truth.” 

The question that faces each of us as we continue our study of Ephesians is, are we, “walking in a manner 

worthy of the calling with which you have been called” or are we conformed more to the image of this 

world. Does our life reflect a standard that permits us to compartmentalize our lives so that being a different 

person at church, or our home or our work doesn’t bother us in the least? Or does our life reflect the impact 

of Christ’s calling so that we are the same regardless of our environment. Lincoln was known as “Honest 

Abe” because of his character, what would others call you? 
 



1.  Paul introduces himself as “the prisoner of the Lord” in the beginning of chapter 4. Why? What 

does it mean to “walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called and how is it 

to be done?   How do can we be diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  What are the characteristics of “walking in a manner worthy of the calling …”? How would you 

describe each? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What grace has been given and how would you explain, “according to the measure of Christ’s 

gift”? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.  What positions does God give in accordance with verse 11 and how would you describe the 

position, responsibility and purpose of each? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.  Paul closes chapter 4 by describing a Christian’s walk. Make a list of the things he tells the 

Galatians to do and not to do? What are your top 3? Which ones do you need to pay more attention 

to? 

 


