
 All Are One 
Ephesians 3 

 

Did you know the Torah does not maintain that Jews are necessarily better than other people because they 

are Jews? According to stories in the Talmud, God offered the Torah to all nations and the Jews were the 

only ones who accepted it. In another, Jews were offered the Torah last and accepted it only because God 

held a mountain over their heads! As non-Jews we are only required to adhere to obey the seven 

commandments given to Noah, the Jews however are responsible for fulfilling the 613 commandments in 

the Torah. The Noachide (Noahide) Laws are seven laws considered by rabbinic tradition as the minimal 

moral duties required by the Bible on all men. Every non-Jew is considered a "son of the covenant of Noah" 

and he who accepts these obligations is considered a righteous person who is guaranteed a place in the 

world to come. The seven Noachide laws, as traditionally enumerated are: Do Not Deny God, Do Not 

Blaspheme God, Do Not Murder, Do Not Engage in Incestuous, Adulterous or Homosexual Relationships, 

Do Not Steal, Do Not Eat of a Live Animal, Establish Courts/Legal System to Ensure Law Obedience.  

Except for the seventh law, all are negative commands, and the last itself is usually interpreted as 

commanding the enforcement of the others. They are derived exegetically from divine demands addressed 

to Adam and Noah, the progenitors of all mankind, and are thus regarded as universal. Noachides may also 

freely choose to practice certain other Jewish commandments, later factions of Judaism held that Noachides 

must not only accept these seven laws on their own merit, but must also accept them as divinely revealed. 

Therefore, as Christians, we are included, considered a righteous person if we adhere to the seven laws and 

are guaranteed a place in the world to come. Maybe that is a reason we do not see Jews proselytizing others.   
 

Even though that is an interesting concept, God took care the problem another way. As we come to 

Ephesians chapter 3, we see the importance of the Gentiles to the early church. Today, we look around and 

take it for granted that the Christian Church is open to people from all nations and backgrounds. But 

imagine what it would have been like to live during the early years of Christianity. Judaism was not 

inclusive, it was exclusive but now all of that has changed forever for everyone. Imagine you were a new 

Gentile convert and you hear Paul’s letter to your church read among the people. You hear “that by 

revelation there was made known to me the mystery by referring to this, when you read you can understand 

my insight into the mystery of Christ, which in other generations was not made known to the sons of men, 

as it has now been revealed to His holy apostles and prophets in the Spirit; to be specific, that the Gentiles 

are fellow heirs and fellow members of the body, and fellow partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus 

through the gospel, of which I was made a minister, according to the gift of God’s grace which was given to 

me according to the working of His power. To me, the very least of all saints, this grace was given, to 

preach to the Gentiles the unfathomable riches of Christ, and to bring to light what is the administration of 

the mystery which for ages has been hidden in God who created all things; so that the manifold wisdom of 

God might now be made known through the church to the rulers and the authorities in the heavenly places. 

This was in accordance with the eternal purpose which He carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we 

have boldness and aconfident access through faith in Him. Therefore I ask you not to lose heart at my 

tribulations on your behalf, for they are your glory.” A mystery veiled for thousands of years had been 

revealed and not only that, but you, who were once on the outside are not an integral part of the body, fellow 

heirs and “partakers of the promise in Christ through the gospel.”  WOW! That’s amazing. You would have 

been excited, amazed and anxiously awaiting to hear it read again.  
 

You don’t hear many sermons on Ephesians chapter 3, We know we are included as members of one body. 

Our reaction reminds me of a story. Three chiselers were working in a quarry. When asked what he was 

doing the first responded, “I’m hammering this stupid rock and can’t wait until 5 when I can go home.” The 

second responded, “I’m molding this rock so it can be used with others to construct a wall. It’s not bad work 

but I will be glad when it is done.” The third looks skyward and responded, “I’m building a cathedral!” 

Three men doing the same job with three different attitudes. I hope and pray we experience magnitude of 

our inclusion into the house hold of faith like those in the early church. It may be common knowledge and 

familiar but that is no excuse to miss the amazing truth in the mystery that has been revealed. 



1.  Paul begins chapter 3 by saying, “for this reason”.  What does he mean? What are the points he 

ties to this statement? 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  How would you explain Paul’s statement, “the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you 

Gentiles…”? (3:1) How long had Paul been a prisoner? What does Paul’s statement tell us of his 

perspective? 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What “mystery” was made known to Paul? Why is it amazing and how was it hidden in other 

generations? What did it create? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. What was the purpose of the mystery? (10-11) How is, “the manifold wisdom of God” known to the 

Ephesians? What does verse 11 tell us about God’s plan and how does that keep us from “losing 

heart”? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. What does Paul pray for in the closing verses of chapter 3? (14-21) What does he plead for, what 

does he want them to know, what is the desired result? 

 


