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 Communication is an essential part of our lives and yet, there seems to be a component missing. Today we 

can communicate with anyone, anywhere at any time. We can call them, skype them, text them, Instagram 

them, post general communications on sites like Facebook. If communication is based on quantity, we live in 

an age of unparalleled success. Letters, messages and photos can be sent and received in mere seconds but is 

something missing? Have we taken ourselves out of the process resulting in communication that is cold, 

veiled and impersonal? Are we even paying attention? Gene Weingarten observed one of the best musicians 

in the world was playing violin for free from the Metro at the L’Enfant Plaza station. Most people didn’t 

even notice him because they were so preoccupied with their day, many zombies walked right by captivated 

by their phone raising their voice to be heard over the noise. What’s the word I’m searching for? Maybe 

dehumanized fits. It is defined as deprived of positive human qualities. Isn’t it easier to be mean, impolite, 

rude, crude and obnoxious when you can’t see the person you are communicating with? Do we guard our 

words, think before we speak, measure the response more when the person is standing right in front of us? 

Absolutely! Why? Because we will be able to witness the impact of our words on other people. We will be 

able to see the disappointment, hurt or the lack of respect, etc. I am not saying modern technology is all 

negative, distracting and evil. However, it does allow us to interact on a less personal level. We get to know 

the façade but have no idea what the person is really like up close and personal. I guess, on a microscopic 

scale, we have become like the rich and famous. We know and maintain the illusion while hide the reality of 

who we are in secret. I am not advocating for the eradication of all cell phones, however wouldn’t our 

relationships be richer, deeper and closer if we made an effort and expended the energy to recapture the 

richness, depth and quality of face to face communications?  

 As Paul closes his letter to the Colossians with a series of commands: Masters to be fair and just; believers 

to be steadfast and continue in prayer; to specifically pray for doors to be opened for the gospel and clarity; 

Be wise in your conduct toward outsiders; and to let your speech always be grace seasoned with salt. We are 

going to take a quick look at three of these commands. First, “conduct yourselves with wisdom toward 

outsiders, making the most of the opportunity”. Our conduct is aligned to our heart. Unfortunately believers 

can live like fools as they pursue success, money, and satisfaction of the flesh. However as believers, our 

lives should reflect Who’s we are, our decisions should be bathed in study and prayer, our word should be 

our bond, our actions should be consistent reflecting our relationship with Christ. “Preach the gospel at all 

times and when necessary use words.” (St. Francis of Assisi).  

 The second, “Let your speech always be with grace, as though seasoned with salt, so you will know how 

you should respond to each person.” This sounds very much like Ephesians 4:29, “Let no unwholesome 

word proceed from your mouth, but only such a word as is good for edification according to the need of the 

moment, that it may give grace to those who hear”. Our goal is to be able to speak the right word at the right 

time. We should be ready to give a gentle and reverent account for the hope that is within us. As salt adds 

flavor and purification to what it is added to, so our words should add a fitting, wholesome, sensitive and 

thoughtful response to others.  

 Third, “devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with an attitude of thanksgiving”. Devote 

yourselves, be steadfast, endure, and be persistent in prayer. “Prayer is the strength of the believer’s 

fellowship with the Lord and the source of his power against Satan and his angels.” (John Macarthur). In 

1540 Luther’s great friend and assistant, Freidrich Myconius, became sick and was expected to die within a 

short time. On his bed he wrote a loving farwell note to Luther with a trembling hand. Luther received the 

letter and sent back this reply, “I command thee in the name of God to live because I still need thee in the 

work of reforming the church… The Lord will never let me hear that thou art dead, but will permit thee to 

survive me. For this I am praying, this is my will, and may my will be done, because I seek only to glorify 

God.” These words will offend some but that is what Luther desired. Although Myconius had already lost the 

ability to speak, when Luther’s letter came, he recovered completely and lived six more years. He died two 

months after Luther. I wonder how many of us are “devoted” to prayer. We talk a lot about prayer. We are 

convinced that prayer matters but if we were to look at the time we spend in prayer and the quality of our 

prayers would the person doing the evaluation use the word devotion to describe it? That’s our goal. 



1.  What is Paul’s warning to masters in verse 1? How would you restate it in modern language? If 

this was exhortation was followed today, what impact do you think it would have? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  What are three aspects of prayer Paul mentions in the second verse? How would you describe each 

one? Do you think prayers have these elements today? Why or why not? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.  What does Paul ask the Colossians to pray for? How would you describe an open door? Have you 

ever prayed for something specific and received a clear, verifiable answer? Explain. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.  How would you describe “conducting yourselves with wisdom toward outsiders”? What 

opportunity is Paul addressing? How many things can damage that opportunity?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Rewrite verse 6 in your own words. What guidance is Paul providing? What do Luke 4:22; 

Ephesians 4:29; Proverbs 27:6; 1 Peter 3:15; Psalm12:4 and Psalm 141:3 have to say about our words? 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6.  Extra credit. Who were the men mentioned in verses 7 – 14? (You will definitely need more paper) 


