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Cogito, ergo sum, “I think therefore I am” is a famous maxim of Rene Descartes. He believed religious 

authorities disagree and therefore can not be the final arbiters of truth. In his book, “The Consequences of Ideas”, 

R.C. Sproul explains  Descartes dilemma. “Whatever else Descartes does not know, he knows for sure that he is 

a thinker or a being that thinks. To doubt that truth that I am thinking, I must think. I cannot doubt that I am 

thinking without affirming that I am thinking. To be thinking I must exist, because thought requires a thinker.” In 

his search for truth, he arrives at the conclusion that God is the perfect cause of his idea of perfection. For him, it 

was logical step from “I think therefore I am” to “I think, therefore God is” (Cogito, ergo Deus est). He reasoned 

that God was the perfect being, that he was an imperfect being, since he was an imperfect being he cannot possibly 

invent a perfect being. Therefore, god must exist and have given him the idea of god. God, Descartes states, is 

perfect, all loving and cannot be the cause of deception to his senses. His conclusion, there must be a powerful 

demon that does everything he can to lead humanity astray. This, he claims, is why our senses become confused.  

Or how about another famous philosopher, John Locke? Maybe you know him by his famous maxim, 

“tabula rasa” or blank tablet. In other words, a baby comes into the world with a blank tablet. Nothing is really 

written on the pages of their mind. Everything is learned by experience. Knowledge begins with simple ideas 

which are used as the foundation upon which we build all knowledge. These ideas come from sensation and 

reflection. Through our five senses we become aware of ideas like color, hot and cold, sweet and sour, hard and 

soft, etc. We could write pages on his philosophical position, suffice it to say that both “Surely I was sinful at 

birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me” (Psalm 51:5) and we are a blank tablet can not co-exist.  

Do you remember a philosopher named George Berkley? His controversial maxim was “Esse est 

percipi”, or “to be is to be perceived”. This idea is the source of such question as, “If a tree falls in the forest 

and no one is there to hear it, does it make a sound?” Or “If a man says something and a woman is not there to 

hear him, is he still wrong”? He believed God to be present as an immediate cause of all our experiences.  

The last philosopher we will take a brief look at is Friedrich Wilhelm Nietzche. He is the one who 

declared, “God is Dead”. It is one of the most famous statements in all philosophy resulting in a controversy 

that lasted from its conception in his book “Zarathustra” (1884) to our present day.  

Hundreds of atheistic philosophers have waxed eloquent in ignorance. People of every era have been 

held captive, “…through philosophy and empty deception according to the elementary principles of the world, 

rather than according to Christ.” (2:8) Since philosophy is the love and pursuit of wisdom, everyone in one 

sense or another is a philosopher. Colossae had its share of philosophers and the church was in danger of being 

infiltrated by false teachers and errant philosophers. The church of every age has been in a battle to maintain 

doctrinal purity. Paul, in this part of his letter, attacks the false teachers head on. He exhorts the Colossians to 

maintain their allegiance to Jesus Christ. To hold firm to the knowledge that in Jesus Christ the fullness of Deity 

dwells. His work is sufficient. His message is clear and unhidden. His authority is absolute. He made you alive 

together with Him. He cancelled your debt. He has taken the certificate of your debt, removed it from the path 

and nailed it to the cross. The mystery once concealed is now revealed, “…Jesus Christ, Himself. The Greek 

word for hidden comes from apokruphos. It is the word from which we get apocrypha. It is the same word used 

by heretics and false teachers to explain, propose or refer to writings that contain their secret knowledge. The 

source of their boastful speculation comes from two sources. First from the traditions of men. In our day, it 

shows up in the creation v/s evolution debate. The false declarations are summed up in statements like “It is 

what real scientists have always believed”. Really! The other source of their defective philosophy is “the 

elementary principles of this world”.  To the Colossians that could have been the call of the Judaizers to include 

their traditions or Greek philosophical knowledge which would draw them away from the truth. One of the 

ways it appears to us is through the erosion of our society. We see sin normalized, morality determined by the 

majority or loud minority because our country removed the Bible as the foundation of society and government. 

Professing to be wise, we truly have become fools. Today, we have the appearance of wisdom which is of no 

value except indulging the flesh. Paul’s exhortation? Look to Jesus, “In whom are hidden all the treasures of 

wisdom and knowledge. I say this in order that no one delude you with persuasive argument”. He alone is 

sufficient.  

 



1.  What does Paul desire from the Colossians? What mystery does Paul describe? How would you 

explain verse 4, “I say this in order that no one may delude you with persuasive argument”?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. How does one “walk in Him”? (6) By what means would some try to deceive Christians? Why? Do you 

see this happening today? What is our defense?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What does Paul warn his readers about in verse 8? What were some of the components of the 

Colossian heresy? What philosophies have impacted the church throughout history? What do you 

think is the best way to confront them? How does philosophy effect the church today? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Make a list of all the things we learn about Jesus in verses 9 – 15. Why did Paul provide them with this 

information? How would it protect them and us? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. How does Paul address tell the Colossians to handle intimidation, legalism and mysticism? Do we have 

these issues in the church today? If so, where?  

 


