
Heart Issues 
 

 
 

Amazing 

 

I do not understand how you could love someone like me, 

For I stumble, fall and often wander far away from Thee. 

My actions are repugnant and so often bring you shame. 

You would be just to turn your back and remember not my name. 

 

I cannot imagine standing before Your holy throne, 

Naked without a cover, a place where all one’s sins are shown. 

Perfect justice levied for all sins both great and small, 

Knowing when it’s far too late, as they are carried from the hall. 

 

Oh, the torment and the anguish, for we all have had the chance. 

To accept Your gift of mercy, for You warned us in advance. 

Rejection of each one of us, who rejects your Holy Son, 

For salvation is only given, it is never ever won. 

 

That’s why grace is so amazing for it shows Your love For me. 

For Your plan’s been always perfect from Your birth to Calvary. 

I guess that’s what faith’s all about, not quite getting there with facts, 

But looking at Your love with wonder as You reach to take us back. 

 



     Attitude. That is what this lesson has, attitude. So many different attitudes and 

conditions of the heart are addressed in this chapter. However, we need to pay attention 

to what we are studying and apply what we learn to our lives. Listen to some of the 

things that others have done with an attitude or not paying attention to what they are 

doing. The following stories are true and have been compiled from various technical 

assistance groups: 

 

Customer: “Your sound card is defective and I want a new one.” 

Tech Support: “What seems to be the problem?” 

Customer: “The balance is backwards. The left channel is coming out the right 

and the right channel is coming out the left. You see, it is defective.” 

Tech Support: “You can solve your problem by moving the left speaker to the 

right side of the machine and vice versa. 

Customer: (sputter, sputter) (silence) (click) 

 

Customer: “I’d like to return this scanner.” 

Store Clerk: “Excuse me?” 

Customer: “This scanner I bought. I paid eighty dollars for this scanner, and it doesn’t 

work.” 

Store Clerk: “Uh…sir, that’s a trackball (mouse).” 

Customer: “No, it isn’t. It says 600 dpi tracking resolution right here!” 

 

Tech support-Gets a call from a woman who said that her laser printer was having 

problems; the bottom half of her printed sheets were coming out blurry. It seemed 

strange that the printer was smearing only the bottom half. Tech support walked 

her through the basics, then came over and printed out a test sheet. It printed 

perfectly. They then asked the woman to print out a sheet, so she sent her job 

to the printer. As the paper started coming out, she yanked it out and showed it 

to the tech support person. “See it’s broke.” The tech support person told her to 

wait until the paper came out on its own. Problem solved. 

 

Tech support-I had been doing tech support for Hewlett-Packard’s desk jet division for 

about a month when I had a customer call with a problem I couldn’t figure out. She could 

not print yellow. All the other colors printed fine, which truly baffled me, because the 

only true colors are cyan, magenta, and yellow. Every color printed fine—even green—

which is a combination of cyan and yellow. Every color except yellow printed. I had the 



customer replace the ink cartridges, delete and reinstall the drivers. Nothing worked. 

After two hours of troubleshooting, I was about to tell the customer to send the printer 

into us for repair when she asked quietly, “Should I try printing on a piece of white paper 

instead of this yellow construction paper?” (click) 

 

One more: A very polite lady calls in and asks for help with a Windows installation 

problem that had gone terribly wrong. (This was when you used disks to 

load program data.) 

Customer: “I brought my Windows disks from work to install them on my home 

computer.” 

Tech Support: “Umm-hmm. What happened?” 

Customer: “As I put each disk in it turns out they were not initialized.” 

Tech Support: “Do you remember the message exactly, ma’am?” 

Customer: (proudly) “I wrote it down. ‘This is not a Macintosh disk. Would you 

like to initialize it?’” 

Tech Support: “What happened next?” 

Customer: “After they were initialized, all the disks appeared to be blank. And 

now I brought them back to work and I can’t read them in the A: drive. My PC 

wants to format them. And this is the only set of Windows disks we have. Did I 

do something wrong?” 

 

     As we start this week’s lesson, let’s take a lesson from these stories and concentrate 

on the many gems of advice and warning contained in this chapter of Proverbs. 

     Read Proverbs 27. 

     The first three verses talk about boasting. We are warned not to boast about tomorrow 

because we have no idea what tomorrow holds. Don’t boast about things we have 

no idea about. Time would be better spent on doing what we need, or should do, today. 

For those of you who don’t know Christ, you must know that every day spent in sin 

and not lived for God is a day lost. Every day spent on waiting or doing it later is a day 

you will add to the things you can never undo. And the scariest of all is that someday, 

because of your inaction, the conviction of sin may go away and God may cease to speak 

to you any longer by His Holy Spirit. It happened to Pharaoh. He hardened his heart and 

refused to respond to the warnings and signs of Moses. 

     Death can claim us at any moment, and then it really is too late. Christ is coming 

back and, once again, if that happens, it is too late. Don’t boast about tomorrow. Decide 

today whom you will serve. 



     The next verse tells us not to praise ourselves but to let another praise you, or a 

stranger. Should praise be given, humbly accept it. To boast about yourself or your 

accomplishments is frequently obnoxious, and ignores what we all know—our own 

failings. 

     The third in the set is about the provocation of a fool. A fool will not listen; there are 

no explanations which are acceptable to him. Attempts to appease him will be met with 

suspicion and malice. It is heavier than a heavy stone and weighty sand. 

     The next verse covers jealousy. You know, that intense emotion that may appear with 

or without reason. Wrath is fierce and anger is a flood, but jealousy is worse than both. 

Its river runs deeper than either wrath or anger. It hangs around even when the outside 

is calm and even though all evidence indicates jealousy has disappeared, it abides. 

     Better is open rebuke than love that is concealed. True love will not stand idly by but 

will administer a rebuke when called for by the actions of the one loved. Faithful are the 

wounds of a friend. If we go astray or be off course, those who love us should rebuke 

us. Why? Because of the love they have for us. Love does not show itself as complacent 

acceptance or by using it as an excuse for inaction. It should call us to action. Though 

the wounds of a friend may cause us pain, when they come from a faithful friend, they 

should cause us to pause and reevaluate. 

     Just as the rebuke of a friend is faithful, so the “kisses of the enemy” are deceitful. 

We all know a good example of this one—Judas. They may appear as tokens of affection, 

but they hide wicked motives of the enemy. 

     Next, we have the dietary section of Proverbs 27. A man who is full—to some of us 

that may need to be looked at as gorged—does not desire more. However, the really 

hungry person will eat anything; even the bitter thing will be sweet to his appetite. Here 

we have two extremes: the one who is full, and the other who is hungry. Isn’t it 

interesting that our ability to enjoy a meal decreases as we become full? When we want 

to enjoy a good meal, what do we do? We take our time and “save room” for the next 

course to come. 

     Like a bird that wanders from her nest, so is a man who wanders from his home. The 

Keil & Delitzsch Commentary on the Old Testament puts it this way: “It is not a flying 

out that is meant from which at any moment a return is possible, but an unwilling taking 

to flight…warnings against unnecessary roaming about, in journeyings and wanderings 

far from home: as a bird far from its nest is easily wounded, caught or killed, so on such 

excursions, one easily comes to injury and want.” 

     Jay Adams, in his Christian Counselors Commentary on Proverbs, states: “The person 

who can never settle down in a job, a church, a geographical location, because he is never 



content anywhere, is likened to the bird mentioned in Proverbs 27:8-A wanderer rarely 

contributed much to others. He is always out to experience something new.” 

     As oil and perfume are good for the body and make the heart glad, so is the counsel 

of a friend sweet, refreshing, and stimulating to the soul. What a blessing it is to have a 

friend whose godly counsel we cherish. 

     Next, we’re told not to forsake our friends or the friends of our father. Once a family 

friendship has been established, don’t let it go cold. You will find such a friend is often 

closer than a brother in time of need. 

     Keil and Delitzsch translate this verse “become wise, my son, and make my heart 

rejoice, that I may give an answer to my accusers. For he who is addressed might indeed 

be wise, though not at present so, so that his father is made to listen to such deeply 

wounding words as these, ‘Cursed be he who begat, and who educated this man.’” 

     Oh, that we would listen to the next verse or that we were able to teach it to our 

children before they grow up. Hide from evil. If you see it, hide from it. That is what a 

prudent man does. For each action, there is an equal and opposite reaction. But the naïve 

(inexperienced, immature) proceed and pay the penalty. This is a repeat (see Proverbs 

22:3). If you see evil and proceed, you get what you deserve. You will pay a penalty. 

Why should we be surprised if we go and have to pay the price? 

     A surety is a pledge or formal promise made to secure against loss, damage, or 

default; a guarantee of security; a person who has contracted to be responsible for 

another, especially a person who assumes any responsibilities, debts, or obligations in the 

event of default of another. Keep clear of being a surety. Proverbs warned us earlier of 

this problem in 20:16. How many times do we consider this passage? 

     The next verse deals with a lack of prudence. Picture this: You are a morning person; 

your friend is not. You call to him early in the morning with a loud voice, “Good  

morning. Great day! May God bless this glorious day!” Your friend will recall it as a 

curse to him. Timely actions and words bring peace and comfort; ill-timed actions and 

words bring…? What do you think? Maybe they bring anger and disharmony? 

     The next verses use the example of restraining the wind. Have you ever tried to 

restrain the wind? It is a very futile endeavor. What is like restraining the wind? A 

constant dripping on a day of steady rain and a contentious woman are alike. Both are 

sources of irritation and a very difficult problem to do anything about. Luther translated 

the next part of the verse, “and grasps oil with his right hand,” for it always glides out of 

the hand. The problem must be corrected at the source. 

     Iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another. By friction, one piece of iron is used 

to sharpen another. So, we should sharpen each other. (Another reason to get together 



with the saints and grow or become sharper.) 

     Both of the actions in verse 18 result in reward from one’s labor. Whether in the 

tending of the tree or in the service of his master, his actions and fidelity will be rewarded 

with the fruit of the tree or in the honor of his master. 

     What your heart is, you are! Water, even though it is not the world’s greatest reflective 

surface, provides an image of your face. There is a statement that got my attention a long 

time ago. What you do when no one else is around is indicative of who you really 

are. Your actions in that condition will tell you quite a bit about your heart. 

     The next verse ties into this one as one of the things that drive the heart. The eyes 

of man are never satisfied, just like Sheol and Abaddon. It is interesting that the eye of 

man is the thing that leads to desire and needs to be kept in check. 

     The next two verses are extremely interesting. A man is tested by the praise accorded 

to him. Just as the crucible is used to heat silver so the dross can be removed, and the 

furnace does the same for gold, praise is what is used on a man. Ironsides puts it, “There 

is no hotter crucible to test a man than when he is put through the fire of praise and 

adulation. To go on through evil report, cleaving to the Lord, and counting on Him to 

clear one’s name is comparatively easy, though many faint in such circumstances; but 

to humbly pursue the even tenor of his way, undisturbed and unlifted up by applause 

and flattery, marks a man as being truly with God.” 

     However, the fool, even though you pound him like mortar with a pestle, folly will 

not depart from him. It takes an act of God to move one like this from his folly. 

     Our text for this week closes with the importance of fulfilling one’s responsibilities. 

The faithful shepherd, “23 Know well the condition of your flocks, [And] pay attention to 

your herds; 24 For riches are not forever, Nor does a crown [endure] to all generations. 

25 [When] the grass disappears, the new growth is seen, And the herbs of the mountains 

are gathered in, 26 The lambs [will be] for your clothing, And the goats [will bring] the  

price of a fi eld, 27 And [there will be] goats’ milk enough for your food, For the food of 

your household, And sustenance for your maidens.” Taking care of his responsibilities 

provides all that he and his family needs. 

 

 

WEEKLY WALK 

 

     There are many things contained in this chapter that bear further evaluation and self-

examination. As we go through this week and focus on various topics in the chapter, I 

would recommend taking a look at the one you want to change the most and focus on 



it along with the daily assignment. There is a wealth of information in this chapter of 

Proverbs. 

 

Monday-Review Proverbs 27:1-3 and see if you have any of the characteristics described 

in these verses. What did you learn that most impacted your life from this section 

of Scripture? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Tuesday-Jealousy is a powerful emotion. What did you learn about it, and is there any 

indication that jealousy is present in your relationships or your life? Is jealousy always 

bad? Why, or why not? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Wednesday-How’s your love life? Does it manifest the actions of verses 5 and 6? 

How, or how not?  

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Thursday-Verse 12 will be our focus today. Are there times when you proceed into 

something that is evil or not right? What is that thing, and how can you become better 

at hiding from or avoiding it? 

 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 



Friday-Today, let’s take a look at our hearts. What do you see in its reflection? Is 

there some heart cleaning that needs to take place? If so, get started today! 

 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Saturday-How are you taking care of your personal responsibilities? What have you 

learned from Proverbs 27:23-27 that you could apply to your life? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Sunday-Attend church. Iron cannot sharpen iron unless the pieces come in contact 

with each other. Neither can we sharpen each other if we are not in contact with each 

other. Where? At church, of course! Have a great day! 

 

 

 

 


