
From the Beginning 
 

 
 

I Was There 

 

God created the heavens and the earth, 

And I was there. 

Formlessly, the earth, the void, the darkness and the Spirit of God moved, 

And I was there. 

God said let there be and there was, 

And I was there. 

Light, expanse, water, firmament, space and life created in a moment, 

And I was there. 

Man, made in God’s image, became a living soul, 

And I was there. 

God fashions a rib into woman and brings her to the man, 

And I was there. 

Mankind is deceived and paradise is destroyed, 

And I was there. 

For you see, before God’s works of old from everlasting, 

I was there. 

From the beginning, from the earliest times of the earth, 

I was there. 

Before depths or springs, or mountains, or fields were made, 

I was there. 

Therefore, O sons, listen to me for blessed are they who 

Keep my ways. 

Heed instruction and be wise, and do not neglect it. 

Blessed is he, who listens to me, 



Watching daily at my gates, 

Waiting at my doorpost. 

But, he who sins against me, injures himself. 

All those who hate me love death. 

Sincerely, 

Wisdom 

(Proverbs 8:22-36) 

 

     Over the next few weeks, we will be exploring the book of Proverbs, briefly 

examining wisdom. Job 28:28 tells us, “Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom; and 

to depart from evil is understanding.” Ecclesiastes 8:1 says, “A man’s wisdom maketh his 

face to shine.” Later, in Ecclesiastes 9:16, we are told, “Wisdom is better than strength.” 

In places, we are told to pursue, cherish, hold on to, and be attentive to wisdom. Others 

tell us that it is a babbling brook, it strengthens, illuminates, is more valuable than 

silver and gold. 

     But what is wisdom? From where did it come? What should we know about it? How 

do we acquire it? What is its importance? How should it impact our lives? Wisdom is 

mentioned over 203 times in God’s Word. We will be spending the next six weeks on 

this, the final topic, in our 53-week journey to improve our walk with our Lord. 

     The Hebrew word for proverb is “mashal” and has a much more definite significance 

than the Greek paraoimia and the Latin porverbium. Its root meaning is that of 

comparison, or the putting of this and that together, noting likenesses in things unlike. It 

is also applied to moral apothegms of varying length. (An apothegm is a terse and witty 

instructive saying, maxim proverb, or a pointed saying). 

     The book of Proverbs contains timeless words from wise men concerning everyday 

life. It addresses what is right and wrong, how to live your life so that your decisions 

From the Beginning and lifestyle are prudent and wise. There are numerous sayings 

addressing myriad topics, all reflecting the sage advice for all who would listen. 

Contained within its pages are continual assurances that God is in control and that one 

will reap what one has sown. Proverbs is the best example of wisdom literature contained 

in the Bible. Solomon is the primary author of the book. However, others also contributed 

to its contents. Some of these writers we know; others go unrecognized. 

     Before we start, I want you to do two things. First, make a list of those things wisdom 

tells us about herself in the first 21 verses. Notice where she is and what she is saying 

and to whom she is speaking. Second, take a look at verses 22-36, and list all you learn 

about wisdom’s existence, work, guidance and warnings. After you have completed your 



lists, continue with this lesson. 

     This week, we are going to examine Proverbs chapter 8. However, we are going to 

start in verse 22 and circumnavigate to the beginning of the chapter to finish where we 

began. Confusing? If so, hang in there and let’s begin by reading Proverbs 8:22-36 in 

the King James Version: 

 

22 The LORD possessed me in the beginning of his way, before his works of old. 23 

I was set up from everlasting, from the beginning, or ever the earth was. 24 When [there 

were] no depths, I was brought forth; when [there were] no fountains abounding with 

water. 25 Before the mountains were settled, before the hills was I brought forth: 26 

While as yet he had not made the earth, nor the fields, nor the highest part of the dust of 

the world. 27 When he prepared the heavens, I [was] there: when he set a compass upon 

the face of the depth: 28 When he established the clouds above: when he strengthened the 

fountains of the deep: 29 When he gave to the sea his decree, that the waters should not 

pass his commandment: when he appointed the foundations of the earth: 30 Then I was 

by him, [as] one brought up [with him]: and I was daily [his] delight, rejoicing always 

before him; 31 Rejoicing in the habitable part of his earth; and my delights [were] with 

the sons of men. 32 Now therefore hearken unto me, O ye children: for blessed [are they 

that] keep my ways. 33 Hear instruction, and be wise, and refuse it not. 34 Blessed [is] 

the man that heareth me, watching daily at my gates, waiting at the posts of my doors. 

35 For whoso findeth me findeth life, and shall obtain favour of the LORD. 36 But he 

that sinneth against me wrongeth his own soul: all they that hate me love death. 

 

     What does this tell us about wisdom? First of all, it existed “before his works of old.” 

Before the creation, before (whatever was before creation besides God) wisdom 

was God’s companion. From the text, we are told that from everlasting, wisdom was 

established, and then a detailed description of that statement’s meaning is provided, along 

with a description of what happens to those who pay attention to, or neglect, wisdom. 

 

From everlasting I was there: 

 

1. From the earliest times of the earth 

2. When there were no depths (I was brought forth) 

3. When there were no springs abounding with water 

4. Before the mountains were settled 

5. Before the hills (I was brought forth) 



6. While He had not yet made the earth, the fields, nor the dust of the world 

 

When He established the heavens, I was there: 

 

1. When He scribed a circle on the face of the deep 

2. When He made fi rm the skies above 

3. When the springs of the deep became fixed 

4. When He set for the sea its boundary, so that water should not transgress His 

command 

5. When He marked out the foundations of the earth 

 

Then I was beside Him, as a master workman: 

 

1. Wisdom was daily His delight, always rejoicing before Him 

2. Rejoicing in the world, His earth 

3. Having my delight in the sons of men 

 

The text now explains the importance of wisdom and the results of not being 

attentive: 

 

1. Now therefore, O, sons listen to me 

a. For blessed are they who keep my ways 

2. Heed instruction and be wise 

a. Do not neglect it 

3. Blessed is the man who listens to me 

a. Watching daily at my gates 

b. Waiting at my doorposts 

4. For He who finds me finds life 

a. And obtains favor from the Lord 

 

Finally our text closes with a warning: 

 

1. But he who sins against me 

a. Injures himself 

2. All those who hate me 

a. Love death 



 

     The beginning of Proverbs, chapter eight, describes wisdom as a person, as one who 

calls and lifts up her voice for all to hear—the intellectual, the simple, the wise, and the 

fool. She does not cover or hide herself but cries out atop the heights beside the way 

where paths meet. Beside the gates, at the opening of the city, at the entrance of the 

doors, she cries out. She does not whisper; her voice is not confusing or misleading, but 

she cries out, “To you, O men,” and to the sons of men she calls. Wisdom is not, nor has 

it been, a secret. Why then, does it seem so many lack its character? She calls naïve ones 

to discern prudence and fools to discern wisdom. She follows up her call with what she 

will do, who she is, and what we should do: 

 

1. “Listen, for I shall speak noble things; 

2. And the opening of my lips [will produce] right things. 

3. For my mouth will utter truth; 

4. And wickedness is an abomination to my lips. 

5. All the utterances of my mouth are in righteousness; 

a. There is nothing crooked or perverted in them. 

b. They are all straightforward to him who understands, 

c. And right to those who find knowledge. 

6. Take my instruction, and not silver, 

7. And knowledge rather than choicest gold. 

a. For wisdom is better than jewels; 

 

And all desirable things cannot compare with her.” 

 

“I, wisdom, 

 

1. dwell with prudence, 

2. And I find knowledge [and] discretion. 

3. The fear of the Lord is to hate evil; Pride and arrogance and the evil way, 

4. And the perverted mouth, I hate. 

5. Counsel is mine and sound wisdom; 

6. I am understanding, power is mine.  

7. By me kings reign, And rulers decree justice. 

8. By me princes rule, and nobles, All who judge rightly. 

9. I love those who love me; 



10. And those who diligently seek me will find me. 

11. Riches and honor are with me, Enduring wealth and righteousness. 

12. My fruit is better than gold, even pure, gold. 

13. And my yield than choicest silver. 

14. I walk in the way of righteousness, 

15. In the midst of the paths of justice, 

a. To endow those who love me with wealth, 

b. That I may fill their treasuries.” 

 

     While I was leading the Jr. and Sr. High youth one evening, there was a young man 

who felt the need to answer all of the questions I had asked pertaining to the topic we 

were studying. Everyone was amazed at his ability to bring up totally unrelated items 

and present them as though they fit into our discussion. 

     After several of these interruptions, I went over to him and asked him to look up 

Proverbs 17:28. As he looked up the Scripture, I continued the study. Once the young 

man had looked up the verse and read it, he interrupted again. He was laughing so hard 

he was crying. The others were wondering what the verse was that he was reading. I had 

another person look it up and read it: “Even a fool, when he keeps silent, is considered 

wise; When he closes his lips, he is [counted] prudent.” 

 

WEEKLY WALK 

 

As you go throughout your day, we want to apply what we have learned in the eighth 

chapter of Proverbs. We want to determine if we are listening to the wisdom of God’s 

Word speak to us. Are we heeding instruction, keeping her ways, watching for her, 

waiting for her, and on a mission to find her? For “He who finds me finds life, and 

obtains favor from the Lord.” We need to examine how we are studying, listening, and 

applying the wisdom contained in God’s Word to our lives. 

 

Monday-Take some time today and meditate on the wisdom of God. Read Proverbs 

8:22-31 and write a brief explanation of your thoughts.  

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 



Tuesday-We are told in the text that we are to listen to wisdom and to keep her ways. 

How have you done that today? What has wisdom told you today? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Wednesday-Wisdom tells us to heed instruction and be wise and do not neglect it. 

How have you accomplished this task today? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Thursday-We are told to listen, watch, and wait in Proverbs 8:34. How have you 

listened, watched, and waited for wisdom today? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Friday-Today, take a look at Proverbs 8:13. Do you hate evil? The verse tells us that 

the fear of the Lord is to hate evil. Is pride and arrogance a part of your life? We are told 

their way is evil. Has your mouth uttered perversion today? If you did, wisdom hated it. 

Which one was the biggest problem for you today? Why? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Saturday-We are told that wisdom is more precious that gold, silver, or jewels. Why 

is this true? Since wisdom is so valuable, how have you become a wiser person this 

week? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________



________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Sunday-Attend church. Got church? Wise people do. Be there! 

 


