
Prayers & Alms 
Acts Chapter 3 

 

     In the opening verses of Acts chapter three, we see Peter and John going to the temple for prayer. Three 

times each day were set aside for prayer. According to Jewish Law daily prayers included the morning 

prayer (shacharit), the afternoon prayer (minchah) and the evening prayer (arvith or maariv). According to 

Jewish custom, they were established by the Patriarchs, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Abraham started the 

morning prayer; Isaac added the afternoon prayer and Jacob added on in the evening. (Chabad.org)  

 Psalms 55 tells us of King David’s prayed three times a day, “As for me, I shall call upon God, and the 

LORD will save me. Evening and morning and at noon, I will complain and murmur, And He will hear my 

voice.” Daniel also prayed three times a day, “Now when Daniel knew that the document was signed, he 

entered his house (now in his roof chamber he had windows open toward Jerusalem); and he continued 

kneeling on his knees three times a day, praying and giving thanks before his God, as he had been doing 

previously.”  

 Paul told the Ephesians, “With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, 

be on the alert with all perseverance and petition for all the saints, and pray on my behalf, that utterance may 

be given to me in the opening of my mouth, to make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel, for 

which I am an ambassador in chains; that in proclaiming it I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak.” A.W 

Pink said, “Prayer is not designed for the furnishing of God with the knowledge of what we need, but it is 

designed as a confession to Him of our sense of need.” John Calvin said this of prayer, “for He ordained it 

not so much for His own sake as for ours. Now He wills … that His due be rendered to Him.… But the profit 

of this sacrifice also, by which He is worshiped, returns to us.”  

 Luke’s opening verses should remind us of the importance of prayer. We need to be diligent, consistent, 

and dedicated people of prayer. As Peter and John had an ingrained desire to pray seen in their trip to the 

temple for evening prayer, we should also have that desire to pray, to recognize our dependence on Him, to 

lay our petitions before Him, to worship Him and give Him the glory in all things.  

 When Peter and John were about to enter the temple for prayer, a lame man calls out asking to receive 

alms. Luke tells us he was lame from birth; people would daily carry him to his spot at the Beautiful gate so 

that he could beg for alms from all who were entering the temple. As a beggar, you would want to be placed 

in a high traffic area, a well-traveled highway, among the rich people of the city or the temple. The temple, 

especially outside the Beautiful gate, was the best of all locations. There was a continuing flow of people, 

and they were prone to give more money since they were going to the temple. Imagine how surprised the 

lame man was when Peter and John fixed their gaze upon him and said, “Look at us!” but instead of the alms 

he was expecting, he hears Peter say, “I do not possess silver or gold”. Peter left everything behind to follow 

Christ but even though his pockets were empty, he had an amazing gift to give to this man who had never 

walked a step in his life. Peter says to him, “but what do I do have I give to you; In the name of Jesus Christ 

the Nazarene, walk!” Peter reaches down, seizes his right hand, and raises him up. Alexander Maclaren said, 

“With magnificent boldness Peter rolls out his Master’s name, there, in the court of the Temple, careless who 

may hear. He takes the very name that had been used in scorn and waves it like a banner of victory. His 

confidence in his possession of power was not confidence in himself, but in his Lord.” Five things happened 

to this once lame man, his ankles were strengthened, he leaped, stood upright, began walking and all the 

motor skills required for him to be able to do all these things were his in a moment.  

 As he was walking and leaping and praising God, all the people saw him. They must have been saying 

isn’t that the man who begged for alms outside the gate, wasn’t he lame from birth, haven’t people been 

bringing him to the temple daily to beg, what has happened to him? Everyone ran to “the so-called portico of 

Solomon” to witness this miracle.  

 Peter goes on to make sure the people realize it was not by his power or piety “we made him walk”. It 

was “… on the basis of faith in His name, it is the name of Jesus which has strengthened this man whom you 

see and know; and the faith which comes through Him has given him this perfect health in the presence of, 

you all. What a great reminder. We are instruments in His hands to do His will, in His perfect time, to His 

glory. Our fruit, is, has been and will always be a product of our faith in Christ.  To God be the Glory! Amen   



1. Where are Peter and John headed at what time of day? Why were they going there? 1-10 

 

 

 

2. The beggar asked for alms. What was their response? What happened?  

 

 

3. Note the responses from the beggar, the people. 8-11 

 

 

4. Peter capitalizes on the crowd that gathered and preaches a great sermon. What did he tell the 

people? 12-25. Is ignorance of truth an excuse God will accept? 

 

 

 

5. What did he call on them to do? 19-26 

 

 

 

6. What blessings does repentance bring? If they had all repented would God have sent Jesus back? 

 

 

 

7. What do think Peter meant when he spoke of  “times of refreshing” and “period of restoration al all 

things” ? 19-21 

 

 

 

8. To whom was Peter referring when he spoke of “a prophet like Moses”? 



 
                                                                                          
   

   

 


