
Who are you? 
Acts Chapter 19 

 

 Exorcism is defined as the expulsion or attempted expulsion of a supposed evil spirt from a person or 

place. It is and has been the theme of many a horror or science fiction movie, however, it is also one of the 

most widely held religious beliefs. We see it in scripture when King Saul is judged, the Spirit of the Lord 

leaves him to be replaced by an evil spirit. Saul is given some temporary relief from his condition when 

David played music. Origen, an important theologian and biblical scholar, said the Jews had a talent for 

exorcising demons. The apocryphal book of Tobit, chapter 6, an angel tells a youth that, “the heart and the 

liver, if one is troubled by a demon or an evil spirit, one must burn them before a man or a woman, and they 

shall no longer be troubled by them. As for the bile, it is for anointing a person who has white specks in his 

eyes, and he shall be healed.” The Dead Sea Scrolls contains several exorcism rites and incantations mostly 

directed at disease caused by demons. Exorcisms had a tendency to be public events performed by a minyan, 

which required a minimum of ten men that make up a ritual quorum or in the synagogue.  Demonic activity 

seemed to increase when Jesus Christ walked the earth or at least demonic encounters became more obvious. 

We do not know how many demonic encounters Jesus had because we are told Jesus “went into their 

synagogues throughout all Galilee, preaching and casting out the demons”. (Mark 1:39) The demons know 

who He is, the authority He possesses and are submissive to His orders.  

 Luke tells us, “God was performing extraordinary miracles by the hands of Paul, so that handkerchiefs 

or aprons were even carried from his body to the sick and the diseases left them and evil spirits went out”. 

Seeing the power of Jesus name and success of Paul, some traveling Jewish exorcists decided to try to cast 

out an evil spirit by using the name of Jesus and Paul. They confront an evil spirit by saying, “I adjure you 

by Jesus name whom Paul preaches.” The seven sons of Sceva, a Jewish chief priest soon discover without 

faith and a relationship with Jesus, the words thy spoke were impotent. No relationship, no real faith, resulted 

in no answer. He seven sons of Sceva soon learn their folly when the evil spirit answered them by saying, I 

recognize Jesus and I know about Paul, but who are you?” They learn the hard way the devil and his demons 

are nothing to be trifled as they experience the strength and power of the evil spirit. The evil spirit leaped on 

them, subdued them, and overpowered them. Battered, stripped naked and humiliated the sons of Sceva fled 

from the house, “naked and wounded.” 

 It didn’t take long for the failure and pummeling of the sons of Sceva to reach the ears of both Jews and 

Greeks in Ephesus. The resultant fear caused many who practiced magic to bring their books to a place 

where everyone could watch them burn. The value of the books burned was 50,000 pieces of silver which 

was about 50,000 days of pay for the average laborer. It gives us a glimpse into the widespread influence of 

the occult arts on this city of approximately 250,00 people. Luke summarizes this encounter by saying, “So 

the word of the Lord was growing and prevailing”. Regardless of the evil influences, the occult practices 

arrayed against it or extensive pagan worship the Word of the Lord continued to prevail. Paul continued to 

boldly preach. The Lord continued to perform extraordinary miracles and bring more people into the 

kingdom.   

 When it comes to Satan and the occult people typically make one of two mistakes. Many underestimate 

the power of demonic activity thinking it is merely superstition, delusional or a matter of myth. They believe 

demonic power does not exist. In our society people believe Satan is myth, hell does not exist and everything 

can be explained through physical forces or chemical reactions. A French poet, Charles Baudelaire once said, 

“the devil’s finest trick is to persuade you that he does not exist.” As we look around, he has done a pretty 

good job.  

 The other mistake people make is overestimate the power of Satan and the occult. Good and evil are 

not equals; nor are they locked in a perpetual battle to see which one will prevail. Satan is a created being 

who was originally good, until unrighteousness was found in him, and God cast him as profane from the 

mountain of God. Whenever demons encountered Jesus, they recognized Him, understood His superiority, 

feared Him and submitted to His commands. Satan is not, nor has he ever been, equal to God and in fact has 

always been under the sovereign control of God.  

 When you are saved by grace, love the Lord, walk in the Spirit, draw close to Him, you have nothing to 

fear from Satan. But those who think it is all smoke and mirrors will not realize their error until it is too late.  



1. Where is Apollos  in the opening verse of this chapter? Where was the “upper country” or “upper 

regions” in verse 1? What question does Paul ask the disciples he found in Ephesus and what was their 

answer? What is the difference in the baptism of John and being baptized in the name of the Lord? 

How do the disciples react to Paul’s explanation and what does Paul do? How many men were 

baptized? (1-7) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Where does Paul go and what does he do after his encounter with the 12 disciples and how long does 

he stay? When some in the synagogue become hardened, where does Paul go, what does he do and how 

long does he stay? What was the “school of Tyrannus” and where was it located? What was the result 

of Paul’s preaching? (8-10) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.  How God was blessing Paul’s ministry? (11-12) Verses 13-20 describe an encounter between some 

Jewish exorcists and an evil spirit. Describe the encounter; What mistake did the Jewish exorcists 

make and how did the evil spirit react? How did that event affect others who were practicing magic in 

Ephesus? What did the Lord do” (20) 

 

 

 

 

4. Trace on a map the trek from Ephesus to Macedonia and Achaia. What was his final destination? 

Paul’s great desire was to go to _________. Why did he send Timothy and Erastus into Macedonia? 

(21-22) 

 

 

 

 

5. What was the problem concerning “the Way”. What do we know about the temple of Artemis and 

what was the silversmith’s complaint and fear  (27)? How did the crowd react, who did they drag into 

the theater and what happened to Paul in all the ruckus? How long did the crowd shout and who came 

to quiet the situation? What was his council? 

 

 

 

 

 


