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 After completing his task in Athens, Paul travels approximately 50+ miles to the city of Corinth. 

Located on the isthmus of Corinth and two miles south of a narrow land bridge connecting Peloponnesus to 

Greece, Corinth controlled two major harbors and trade routes between Asia and Rome. Small ships were 

dragged across the isthmus on a paved road but larger ships unloaded their cargo, carried it across the 

isthmus and reloaded it on another ship for transport to its destination. George W. McDaniel described 

Corinth on page 204 of his book, “The Churches of the New Testament”. He said, “Sport and business, 

pleasure and profit, luxury and pride, riches and poverty, debauchery and crime combined to make Corinth 

the most wicked city since Sodom and Gomorrah”. 

 In Corinth, Paul finds a Jewish couple, Aquila and Priscilla, who were expelled from Rome when 

Claudius issued a law saying all Jews had to leave Rome. Paul stays with the couple and works alongside 

them. Every Sabbath Paul would go to the synagogue and try to persuade both Jews and Greeks Jesus was 

the Christ. After Silas and Timothy arrive in Corinth, Paul stops working as a tent maker, completely devotes 

himself to the proclamation of the gospel to the Jews. They resisted and blasphemed, so Paul shook out his 

garment and said, “Your blood be upon your own heads! I am clean. From now on I shall go to the 

Gentiles!” He leaves the synagogue and goes next door to the house of Titus Justus. Interestingly, the leader 

of the synagogue, Crispus and all his household believed in the Lord. Many of the Corinthians were 

believing and being baptized.  

 The leaders of the synagogue had to be furious. Their leader was now a believer, that troublemaker 

Paul was continuing to speak to the people, many were coming to saving faith and it was all happening next 

door. The problem was not across the city or in another town but right next door. There must have been an 

ever growing opposition to Paul which may have included threats on his life. Sometimes I have a tendency to 

place Paul in the fearlessly faithful, relentlessly bold and steadfastly strong category but here we see him 

aftaid and in need of encouragement. Luke then goes on to describe a vision. The Lord told Paul, “Do not be 

afraid any longer, but go on speaking and do not be silent; for I am with you, and no man will attack you in 

order to harm you, for I have many people in this city”. The Lord encourages Paul by telling him to “go on 

speaking”. He reminds Paul, “I am with you”. And quells his fear by promising Paul, “no man will attack or 

harm you”. He lets Paul know he is not alone, there many people in the city that belong to Him. This is the 

third time Paul sees a vision. He will see three more visons in the book Acts, each at critical moments of his 

ministry.  

 After being strengthened by the Lord, Paul settled in Corinth for a year and six months. He continued 

to do what he was destined to do, preach the gospel to the lost. One can only imagine the continual 

frustration of the Jews in the synagogue as they watched more and more people believe and place their faith 

in Jesus Christ. Finally, the Jews had enough. They raise up with one accord against Paul and brought him 

before the judgment seat. They were hoping for a favorable judgment which could serve as a precedent and 

quell this growing problem, silence Paul and ban Christianity throughout the Empire. The Roman Senate 

recently appointed governor or proconsul of the entire province of Acacia, Gallio would judge the matter. 

Seneca, the Roman stoic philosopher and Gallio’s older brother descried the proconsul as, “an intelligent 

person who hated flattery, and was blessed with an unaffectedly pleasant personality”.  

 After the Jews state the problem and before Paul speaks, “Gallio said to the Jews, ‘if it were a mater of 

wrong or of vicious crime, Oh Jews, it would be reasonable for me to put up with you….I am unwilling to be 

a judge of these matters’”, and he drives the Jews from the judgment seat. The Jews are now infuriated to the 

point of violence, grab Sosthenes, the leader of the synagogue and start pummeling him before the judgment 

seat. Gallio looks on unaffected by what he sees.  

 Paul remains in the city for many days and eventually takes leave of the breathren and starts his journey 

back to Antioch. At the end of Acts chapter fifteen, Paul and Silas are sent out by the brethren to return and 

visit every city in which Paul proclaimed the Word of the Lord and check on their progress. At the end of 

chapter eighteen Paul’s second missionary journey is complete. He traveled a little over 1, 400 miles by land 

and approximately 1,290 miles by sea. The journey took three years to complete (51 – 52 A.D.) He stays a 

while in Antioch, testifying of God’s work to those who had been praying for and supporting him. Amazing! 



1. Where did Paul go after leaving Athens? Who did he meet up with and what did they do? What did  

Paul do every Sabbath? What happens when Silas and Timothy show up from Macedonia? How did 

the Jews respond to Paul’s message and what did Paul react to their response? (1-6) How many times 

does a person scorn the gospel before we write them off? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. After Paul told the Jews in the synagogue he was going to the Gentiles, where does Paul go and what 

prominent person receives Christ? What does the Lord tell Paul in a vision and what does Paul do as a 

result of the Lord’s message? (7-11) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Who was Gallio and how large was the territory he governed? What did the Jews do and why did 

they take Paul to the judgment seat? What were their accusations and what happens just as Paul was 

about to open his mouth? What did the Jews do in anger and how did Gallio react? What would have 

happened if Gallio had ruled in favor of the Jews? 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Where does Paul go after leaving Corinth and who is with him? What did Paul do in Ephesus and 

how did Paul react to their request for him to stay for a while longer? What route did he take to get to 

his home base in Antioch? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 5. Paul starts his third missionary journey in verse 23.  Where does he go? Who is Apollo, what is he 

teaching? What happens when Priscilla and Aquilla hear his teaching? How did Apollo’s preaching 

change, what did do to the Jews and what was he demonstrating by the Scriptures? 

 

  



 
 

 

 


