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Acts Chapter 17 

 

 As we look around, we are stunned by the changes experienced throughout the world. Things once 

perceived as normal or abnormal have changed right before our eyes. Things we never thought could happen 

are happening at an alarming rate. History is being rewritten, divisions have been created by every means 

possible i.e. color, race, ethnicity, and heritage making us weaker, not stronger. Sadly, we live in a time 

when its hard to determine truth from error, and right from wrong. It is a world in which discernment seems 

to be lacking. But why? 

 The Apostle Paul traveled from Amphipolis to Apollonia and arrive in Thessalonica. For three 

Sabbaths, he “reasoned with them from the scriptures” explaining why Christ had to suffer, be crucified and 

raise from the dead. After proclaiming Jesus as the Christ, some believed joining Paul and Silas among 

which were a great multitude of “God-fearing Greeks” and leading women. If success is measured by the 

opposition you encounter, then Paul was very successful. The Jews who heard Paul’s message but were not 

converted become jealous and enraged to the point of violence. They take “along some wicked men from the 

marketplace”, form a mob and incite a riot that places the city in “an uproar”. They go to Jason’s house 

hoping to find Paul but much to their chagrin he is not there. So they do the next best thing to satisfy their 

lust for action, they drag Jason from his home and bring him before the city authorities. Isn’t it interesting, 

the jealous Jews did the exact thing they accuse Jason and the brethren of doing. The city authorities release 

everyone after they received a pledge from Jason. We are not told what pledge or security Jason provided to 

the magistrates to secure their release. Some speculate it was a monetary bond, or a promise not to provide 

shelter to Paul and company, or a guarantee Paul and Silas would leave town or the hindrance Paul refers to 

in 1 Thessalonians 2:18. In any case, the danger was real so the brethren immediately send Paul and Silas to 

Berea under the darkness of night.  

 Arriving in Berea, Paul and Silas do the same thing they did in Thessalonica. They go to the synagogue 

of the Jews, present and explain the gospel. Once again, many of them believed “along with a number of 

prominent Greed Women and men”.  But there was a different crowd in Berea, they “received the word with 

eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily, to see whether these things were so”. Luke described them as 

“more noble-minded than those in Thessalonica”. 

 Two different cities, two entirely different reactions to the same message. The Thessalonians had same 

the tools, the same scriptures, the same message but those who do not believe become jealous, leave reason 

at the door, and don’t even bother to consult the scriptures to see if Paul and Silas’s message is correct or in 

error.  Instead, they react emotionally, with intense anger, infectious malice, and a determination to satisfy 

their blood lust. They incite a riot, take hostages and are appeased only by the magistrate’s reaction to 

Jason’s pledge.  

 The Bereans were eager to hear and did not assume the message they heard was accurate. They eagerly 

received the word, and daily evaluated what they heard against the scriptures ensuring the accuracy of Paul 

and Silas’s message. Once the examination was complete, the accuracy of the message was validated by 

Scripture, many of them believed.  

 How reactive were the Thessalonian Jews? When they heard Paul and Silas were in Berea, they saddled 

up and went to Berea and began stirring up the crowds as they had done at home. Once again Paul leaves the 

area. Silas and Timothy remain behind, and Paul goes to Athens.  

 The difference lies in the ability to discern truth from error and right from wrong. The difference is the 

ability to evaluate what we hear against the truth and determine a course of action. Discernment protects us 

from being deceived, limits our emotional reactions and when exercised with love it can heal the deepest of 

wounds. But just like our conscious, it is trained by what we know, what we study, what we listen to, and 

what we believe. So, what do you believe in and are willing to stand up for? I believe Gil Scot-Heron’s 

grandmother’s was correct when she said, “If you don’t stand for something, you fall for anything”.  

 Sinclair Ferguson said, “We receive discernment as did Christ Himself – by the anointing of the Spirit, 

through our understanding of God’s Word, by our experience of God’s grace and by the progressive 

unfolding to us of the true condition of our hearts. That is why we should pray, “I am you servant; give me 

discernment.” It was a request by the writer of Psalm 119:125 and should our prayer especially today.  



   

1. When Paul, Silas and Timothy arrive in Thessalonica, where do they go? What do they do? How 

did some respond to their message? (1-4) 

 

 

 

2. What did the jealous Jews do? Who did they take with them? Why did the mob go to Jason’s house? 

How did they react when Paul, Silas and Timothy were not at Jason’s house? What “pledge” do you 

think Jason offered to gain his release?(5-9) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What did the “brethren” do because of the riot? Where did Paul and company go and what did they 

do when they got there? How were the people of Berea different from those in Thessalonica? What did 

they do when they heard Paul’s teaching and what was their response? What happened when the 

Thessalonian’s learned Paul was teaching in Berea? What did Paul, Timothy and Silas do? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. What did Paul do while he was waiting for Silas and Timothy to join him in Athens? Where did 

Paul go, what did he do? What did the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers believe and what was their 

response to Paul’s message? Why? Where did they take Paul? (16 – 21) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

5. How did Paul capture the attention of the “Men of Athens” on the Areopagus? Every statement in 

Paul’s sermon not only touches fallacy in their religion and philosophy but exalts the true and living 

God and His son Jesus. List the points Paul makes in his sermon. (22-31) How did those listening 

react? (32-34) 

 

 

 

 

 


